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ACQUISITION OF HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS THROUGH 
EXCHANGE OF OBSOLETE OR SURPLUS PROPERTY 

Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title X, § 1052, Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1614, provided that, during fiscal years 2004 and 
2005, the Secretary of a military department could use 
the authority provided by this section to acquire an 
historical artifact that directly benefitted the histor-
ical collection of the Armed Forces in exchange for any 
obsolete or surplus property held by that military de-
partment, without regard to whether the property was 
described in subsec. (c) of this section. 

MORATORIUM ON THE RETURN OF VETERANS MEMORIAL 
OBJECTS TO FOREIGN NATIONS WITHOUT SPECIFIC AU-
THORIZATION IN LAW 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title X, § 1051, Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 763, as amended by Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title X, 
§ 1061, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3445, established a morato-
rium period during which the President was prohibited 
from transferring a veterans memorial object to a for-
eign country or an entity controlled by a foreign gov-
ernment unless specifically authorized by law, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title III, § 355(b), Jan. 
2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1702. 

[§ 2573. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–513, title V, 
§ 511(83)(A), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2927] 

Section, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 143, re-
lated to transfer of excess property to the Canal Zone 
Government. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 12, 1980, see section 701(b)(3) of 
Pub. L. 96–513, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 
Amendment note under section 101 of this title. 

§ 2574. Armament: sale of individual pieces 

A piece of armament that can be advan-
tageously replaced, and that is not needed for 
its historical value, may be sold by the military 
department having jurisdiction over it for not 
less than cost, if the Secretary concerned con-
siders that there are adequate sentimental rea-
sons for the sale. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 144.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

2574 ......... 10:1262b. 
34:545. 
50:69. 

Mar. 2, 1905, ch. 1307 (last 
55 words of last par. 
under ‘‘Ordnance De-
partment’’), 33 Stat. 
841. 

The words ‘‘by the military department having juris-
diction over it’’ are inserted for clarity. The words ‘‘if 
the Secretary concerned considers’’ are substituted for 
the words ‘‘when there exist * * * in the judgment of 
the Secretary’’. 

§ 2575. Disposition of unclaimed property 

(a) The Secretary of any military department, 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security, under 
such regulations as they may respectively pre-
scribe, may each by public or private sale or 
otherwise, dispose of all lost, abandoned, or un-
claimed personal property that comes into the 
custody or control of the Secretary’s depart-
ment, other than property subject to section 
7712, 8392, or 9712 of this title or subject to sub-
section (c). However, property may not be dis-
posed of until diligent effort has been made to 
find the owner (or the heirs, next of kin, or legal 

representative of the owner). The diligent effort 
to find the owner (or the heirs, next of kin, or 
legal representative of the owner) shall begin, to 
the maximum extent practicable, not later than 
seven days after the date on which the property 
comes into the custody or control of the Sec-
retary. The period for which that effort is con-
tinued may not exceed 45 days. If the owner (or 
the heirs, next of kin, or legal representative of 
the owner) is determined but not found, the 
property may not be disposed of until the expi-
ration of 45 days after the date when notice, giv-
ing the time and place of the intended sale or 
other disposition, has been sent by certified or 
registered mail to that person at his last known 
address. When diligent effort to determine the 
owner (or heirs, next of kin, or legal representa-
tive of the owner) is unsuccessful, the property 
may be disposed of without delay, except that if 
it has a fair market value of more than $300, the 
Secretary may not dispose of the property until 
45 days after the date it is received at a storage 
point designated by the Secretary. 

(b)(1) In the case of lost, abandoned, or un-
claimed personal property found on a military 
installation, the proceeds from the sale of the 
property under this section shall be credited to 
the operation and maintenance account of that 
installation and used—

(A) to reimburse the installation for any 
costs incurred by the installation to collect, 
transport, store, protect, or sell the property; 
and 

(B) to the extent that the amount of the pro-
ceeds exceeds the amount necessary for reim-
bursing all such costs, to support morale, wel-
fare, and recreation activities under the juris-
diction of the armed forces that are conducted 
for the comfort, pleasure, contentment, or 
physical or mental improvement of members 
of the armed forces at such installation.

(2) The net proceeds from the sale of other 
property under this section shall be covered into 
the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

(c) No property covered by this section may be 
delivered to the Armed Forces Retirement Home 
by the Secretary of a military department, ex-
cept papers of value, sabers, insignia, decora-
tions, medals, watches, trinkets, manuscripts, 
and other articles valuable chiefly as keepsakes. 

(d)(1) The owner (or heirs, next of kin, or legal 
representative of the owner) of personal prop-
erty the proceeds of which are credited to a 
military installation under subsection (b)(1) 
may file a claim with the Secretary of Defense 
for the amount equal to the proceeds (less costs 
referred to in subparagraph (A) of such sub-
section). Amounts to pay the claim shall be 
drawn from the morale, welfare, and recreation 
account for the installation that received the 
proceeds. 

(2) The owner (or heirs, next of kin, or legal 
representative of the owner) may file a claim 
with the Secretary of Defense for proceeds cov-
ered into the Treasury under subsection (b)(2). 

(3) Unless a claim is filed under this sub-
section within 5 years after the date of the dis-
posal of the property to which the claim relates, 
the claim may not be considered by a court, the 
Secretary of Defense (in the case of a claim filed 
under paragraph (1)), or the Secretary of Defense 
(in the case of a claim filed under paragraph (2)). 
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