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wealths, or possessions’’ in this section, but which 
could not be executed because ‘‘Territories, Common-
wealths, or possessions’’ did not appear in text, was 
amended, effective as if included in Pub. L. 109–163 as 
enacted, so as to not apply to this section by Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(h)(4)(A)(i), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 
Stat. 4377. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 4778 of this 
title as this section. 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383 amended Pub. L. 109–163, 
§ 1057(a)(6). See 2006 Amendment note below. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163, § 1057(a)(6), substituted ‘‘Com-
monwealths and possessions’’ for ‘‘Territories, Com-
monwealths, and possessions’’. 

Pub. L. 109–163, § 1057(a)(5), which directed amend-
ment of this section by substituting ‘‘Commonwealths 
or possessions’’ for ‘‘Territories, Commonwealths, or 
possessions’’, could not be executed and was subse-
quently amended by Pub. L. 111–383 so as to no longer 
direct amendment of this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(h), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4377, provided that amendment by section 
1075(h)(4)(A)(i) is effective as of Jan. 6, 2006, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 109–163 as enacted. 

§ 7779. Use of public property 

(a) When the economy of the Army so re-
quires, the Secretary of the Army shall estab-
lish military headquarters in places where suit-
able buildings are owned by the United States. 

(b) No money appropriated for the support of 
the Army may be spent for post gardens or 
Army exchanges. However, this does not prevent 
Army exchanges from using public buildings or 
public transportation that, in the opinion of the 
office or officer designated by the Secretary, are 
not needed for other purposes. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 270, § 4779; Pub. 
L. 99–661, div. B, title VII, § 2721, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 
Stat. 4042; renumbered § 7779, Pub. L. 115–232, div. 
A, title VIII, § 808(d), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1839.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

4779(a) .....
4779(b) .....

10:1332. 
10:1345. 

June 23, 1879, ch. 35, § 8, 
21 Stat. 35. 

4779(c) ..... 10:1335. Aug. 1, 1914, ch. 223 (2d 
par. under ‘‘Quarter-
master Corps’’), 38 
Stat. 629. 

July 16, 1892, ch. 195 (last 
proviso under ‘‘Quar-
termaster’s Depart-
ment’’), 27 Stat. 178; 
June 28, 1950, ch. 383, 
§ 402(c), 64 Stat. 227. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘United States’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘Government’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘suitable space’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘proper and suitable room or 
rooms’’. The words ‘‘there is a’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘have been established’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 4779 of this 
title as this section. 

1986—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 99–661 redesignated 
subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 
which directed the Secretary to assign suitable space 
for postal purposes at each military post where there 
was a post office. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 7780. Acquisition of buildings in District of Co-
lumbia 

(a) In time of war or when war is imminent, 
the Secretary of the Army may acquire by lease 
any building, or part of a building, in the Dis-
trict of Columbia that may be needed for mili-
tary purposes. 

(b) At any time, the Secretary may, for the 
purposes of the Department of the Army, req-
uisition the use and take possession of any 
building or space in any building, and its appur-
tenances, in the District of Columbia, other 
than—

(1) a dwelling house occupied as such; 
(2) a building occupied by any other agency 

of the United States; or 
(3) space in such a dwelling house or build-

ing.

The Secretary shall determine, and pay out of 
funds appropriated for the payment of rent by 
the Department of the Army, just compensation 
for that use. If the amount of the compensation 
is not satisfactory to the person entitled to it, 
the Secretary shall pay 75 percent of it to that 
person, and the claimant is entitled to recover 
by action against the United States an addi-
tional amount that, when added to the amount 
paid by the Secretary, is determined by the 
court to be just compensation for that use. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(105)(A), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 
Stat. 1489, § 4780; renumbered § 7780, Pub. L. 
115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 808(d), Aug. 13, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1839.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

4780(a) ..... 40:37. July 9, 1918, ch. 143 (3d 
proviso under ‘‘Bar-
racks and Quarters’’), 
40 Stat. 861. 

4780(b) ..... 40:41. July 8, 1918, ch. 139 (2d 
par. under ‘‘War De-
partment’’), 40 Stat. 
826. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may acquire by lease’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘is authorized, in his dis-
cretion, to rent or lease’’. The word ‘‘needed’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘required’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘At any time’’ are in-
serted for clarity. The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘is authorized’’. The word ‘‘agency’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘branch’’. Clause (3) is inserted 
for clarity. The word ‘‘determine’’ is substituted for the 
word ‘‘ascertain’’. The words ‘‘out of funds appro-
priated for the payment of rent by’’ are substituted for 
the words ‘‘within the limits of the appropriations for 
rent made by any act making appropriations for’’. The 
word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘be’’. The words 
‘‘so ascertained’’ and ‘‘in the manner provided by sec-
tions 41(20) and 250 of Title 28’’ are omitted as surplus-
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