
Page 25 TITLE 12—BANKS AND BANKING § 35

institution’’, ‘‘national bank’’, and ‘‘State 
bank’’ have the meanings given those terms in 
section 1813 of this title. 

(May 1, 1886, ch. 73, § 2, 24 Stat. 18; Pub. L. 86–230, 
§ 3, Sept. 8, 1959, 73 Stat. 457; Pub. L. 97–320, title 
IV, § 405(a), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1512; Pub. L. 
97–457, § 19(a), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2509; Pub. L. 
103–328, title I, § 102(b)(2), Sept. 29, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2350; Pub. L. 106–102, title VII, § 723, Nov. 12, 1999, 
113 Stat. 1471.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–102 added subsec. (d). 
1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–328 added subsec. (c). 
1983—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–457 inserted ‘‘for a relo-

cation outside such limits’’ after ‘‘stock of such asso-
ciation’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–320 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), substituted provisions permitting a change 
of name upon written notice to the Comptroller, such 
new name to include ‘‘National’’, for provisions permit-
ting a change of name or location of the main office, 
with approval of the Comptroller, within city limits, 
etc., or outside such limits by vote of shareholders, 
such change to be validated by certificate of approval, 
and added subsec. (b). 

1959—Pub. L. 86–230 required approval of Comptroller 
of the Currency before a national bank could change lo-
cation of its main office within the limitations of the 
city, town, or village in which it is situated.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EXCEPTION AS TO TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested by any provision of law in Comp-
troller of the Currency, referred to in this section, not 
included in transfer of functions to Secretary of the 
Treasury, see note set out under section 1 of this title. 

§ 31. Rights and liabilities as affected by change 
of name 

All debts, liabilities, rights, provisions, and 
powers of the association under its old name 
shall devolve upon and inure to the association 
under its new name. 

(May 1, 1886, ch. 73, § 3, 24 Stat. 19.) 

§ 32. Liabilities and suits as affected by change of 
name or location 

Nothing contained in sections 30 and 31 of this 
title shall be so construed as in any manner to 
release any national banking association under 
its old name or at its old location from any li-
ability, or affect any action or proceeding in law 
in which said association may be or become a 
party or interested. 

(May 1, 1886, ch. 73, § 4, 24 Stat. 19.) 

§§ 33 to 34c. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Act Nov. 7, 1918, ch. 209, 40 Stat. 1043, as amended, for-
merly classified to sections 33 to 34c of this title, which 
related to consolidation and merger of national bank-
ing associations and such associations and State banks, 
was completely amended by Pub. L. 86–230, § 20, Sept. 8 
1959 73 Stat. 460, and is classified to sections 215 to 215b 
of this title. 

Section 33, acts Nov. 7, 1918, ch. 209, § 1, 40 Stat. 1043; 
June 16, 1933, ch. 89, § 24(a), 48 Stat. 190; Aug. 23, 1935, 
ch. 614, § 330, 49 Stat. 718, related to consolidation of na-
tional banks, capital stock, dissenting shareholders, 
notice and valuation of shares. See section 215 of this 
title. 

Section 34, act Nov. 7, 1918, ch. 209, § 2, 40 Stat. 1044, 
related to effect of consolidation on rights and liabil-
ities. See section 215 of this title. 

Section 34a, act Nov. 7, 1918, ch. 209, § 3, as added Feb. 
25, 1927, ch. 191, § 1, 44 Stat. 1225, and amended June 16, 
1933, ch. 89 § 24, 48 Stat. 190; Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 614, § 331, 
49 Stat. 719; July 14, 1952, ch. 722, § 2, 66 Stat. 601, re-
lated to consolidation of State bank, etc. with national 
bank, capital stock and dissenting shareholders. See 
section 215 of this title. 

Section 34b, act Nov. 7, 1918, ch. 209, § 4, as added July 
14, 1952, ch. 722, § 1, 66 Stat. 599, related to merger of na-
tional banking associations or State banks into na-
tional banking associations. See section 215a of this 
title. 

Section 34c, act Nov. 7, 1918, ch. 209, § 5, as added July 
14, 1952, ch. 722, § 1, 66, Stat. 601, related to definitions. 
See section 215b of this title. 

§ 35. Organization of State banks as national 
banking associations 

Any bank incorporated by special law of any 
State or of the United States or organized under 
the general laws of any State or of the United 
States and having an unimpaired capital suffi-
cient to entitle it to become a national banking 
association under the provisions of the existing 
laws may, by the vote of the shareholders own-
ing not less than fifty-one per centum of the 
capital stock of such bank or banking associa-
tion, with the approval of the Comptroller of the 
Currency be converted into a national banking 
association, with a name that contains the word 
‘‘national’’: Provided, however, That said conver-
sion shall not be in contravention of the State 
law. In such case the articles of association and 
organization certificate may be executed by a 
majority of the directors of the bank or banking 
institution, and the certificate shall declare 
that the owners of fifty-one per centum of the 
capital stock have authorized the directors to 
make such certificate and to change or convert 
the bank or banking institution into a national 
association. A majority of the directors, after 
executing the articles of association and the or-
ganization certificate, shall have power to exe-
cute all other papers and to do whatever may be 
required to make its organization perfect and 
complete as a national association. The shares 
of any such bank may continue to be for the 
same amount each as they were before the con-
version, and the directors may continue to be di-
rectors of the association until others are elect-
ed or appointed in accordance with the provi-
sions of the statutes of the United States. When 
the Comptroller has given to such bank or bank-
ing association a certificate that the provisions 
of this Act have been complied with, such bank 
or banking association, and all its stockholders, 
officers, and employees shall have the same pow-
ers and privileges and shall be subject to the 
same duties, liabilities, and regulations, in all 
respects, as shall have been prescribed by the 
Federal Reserve Act [12 U.S.C. 221 et seq.] and 
the National Banking Act for associations origi-
nally organized as national banking associa-
tions. 
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