VerDate Oct 09 2002

§8542

retary a report on progress made by National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in
adopting the Working Group’s recommenda-
tions. The Science Advisory Board shall trans-
mit this report to the Under Secretary. Within
30 days of receipt of such report, the Under Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives a
copy of such report.

(Pub. L. 115-25, title IV, §401, Apr. 18, 2017, 131
Stat. 105.)

§8542. Interagency weather research and fore-
cast innovation coordination

(a) Establishment

The Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy shall establish an Interagency
Committee for Advancing Weather Services to
improve coordination of relevant weather re-
search and forecast innovation activities across
the Federal Government. The Interagency Com-
mittee shall—

(1) include participation by the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, the
Federal Aviation Administration, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
its constituent elements, the National Science
Foundation, and such other agencies involved
in weather forecasting research as the Presi-
dent determines are appropriate;

(2) identify and prioritize top forecast needs
and coordinate those needs against budget re-
quests and program initiatives across partici-
pating offices and agencies; and

(3) share information regarding operational
needs and forecasting improvements across
relevant agencies.

(b) Co-chair

The Federal Coordinator for Meteorology shall
serve as a co-chair of this panel.
(¢) Further coordination

The Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy shall take such other steps as are
necessary to coordinate the activities of the
Federal Government with those of the United
States weather industry, State governments,
emergency managers, and academic researchers.

(Pub. L. 115-25, title IV, §402, Apr. 18, 2017, 131
Stat. 106.)

§8543. Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Re-
search and National Weather Service ex-
change program

(a) In general

The Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research and the Director of Na-
tional! Weather Service may establish a pro-
gram to detail Office of Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Research personnel to the National
Weather Service and National Weather Service
personnel to the Office of Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Research.

(b) Goal

The goal of this program is to enhance fore-
casting innovation through regular, direct inter-
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action between the Office of Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Research’s world-class scientists and the
National Weather Service’s operational staff.

(c) Elements

The program shall allow up to 10 Office of Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Research staff and Na-
tional Weather Service staff to spend up to 1
year on detail. Candidates shall be jointly se-
lected by the Assistant Administrator for Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Research and the Director
of the National Weather Service.

(d) Annual report

Not less frequently than once each year, the
Under Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on participation in such
program and shall highlight any innovations
that come from this interaction.

(Pub. L. 115-25, title IV, §403, Apr. 18, 2017, 131
Stat. 107.)

§ 8544. Visiting fellows at National Weather Serv-
ice

(a) In general

The Director of the National Weather Service
may establish a program to host postdoctoral
fellows and academic researchers at any of the
National Centers for Environmental Prediction.

(b) Goal

This program shall be designed to provide di-
rect interaction between forecasters and tal-
ented academic and private sector researchers in
an effort to bring innovation to forecasting
tools and techniques to the National Weather
Service.

(c) Selection and appointment

Such fellows shall be competitively selected
and appointed for a term not to exceed 1 year.

(Pub. L. 115-25, title IV, §404, Apr. 18, 2017, 131
Stat. 107.)

§8545. Warning coordination meteorologists at
weather forecast offices of National Weather
Service

(a) Designation of warning coordination mete-
orologists

(1) In general

The Director of the National Weather Serv-
ice shall designate at least one warning co-
ordination meteorologist at each weather fore-
cast office of the National Weather Service.

(2) No additional employees authorized

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
authorize or require a change in the author-
ized number of full time equivalent employees
in the National Weather Service or otherwise
result in the employment of any additional
employees.

(3) Performance by other employees

Performance of the responsibilities outlined
in this section is not limited to the warning
coordination meteorologist position.
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