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in the assignment and transfer, in the possession 
of the Secretary of War, on July 17, 1916, which 
assignment and transfer was executed on the 
11th day of April, 1916, by the Lincoln Farm As-
sociation, a corporation, to the United States of 
America, transferring and turning over all its 
right, title, and interest in and to said endow-
ment fund, heretofore invested in certain 
stocks, bonds, and securities held and owned by 
the Lincoln Farm Association, and more par-
ticularly identified and described in said assign-
ment and transfer. The title to said endowment 
fund is accepted upon the terms and conditions 
stated in said assignment and transfer, namely, 
that the United States of America shall forever 
keep the said tract of land described in said 
deed, together with the buildings and appur-
tenances thereunto belonging, dedicated to the 
purpose of a national park or reservation, and 
that there shall never be any charge or fee made 
to or asked from the public for admission to the 
said park or reservation; and further, shall for-
ever protect, preserve, and maintain said land, 
buildings, and appurtenances, and especially the 
log cabin in which Abraham Lincoln was born 
and the memorial hall inclosing the same, from 
spoliation, destruction, and further disintegra-
tion, to the end that they may be preserved for 
all time, as far as may be, as a national park or 
reservation. 

(July 17, 1916, ch. 247, § 2, 39 Stat. 385; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

§ 213. Execution of instruments necessary to 
carry out purposes of gift 

The President of the United States of America 
and the Secretary of War are authorized to exe-
cute, in the name of the United States of Amer-
ica, such instrument or instruments as may be 
or may become necessary to comply with or 
carry out the terms and conditions of such gift 
or gifts and to secure the full benefit therefrom. 

(July 17, 1916, ch. 247, § 3, 39 Stat. 386; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of a Secretary of the 
Army. 

§ 214. Rules and regulations 

Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Histor-
ical Park shall be under the control of the Na-

tional Park Service and administered under 
such regulations not inconsistent with law as it 
may from time to time prescribe. 

(July 17, 1916, ch. 247, § 4, 39 Stat. 386; Ex. Ord. 
No. 6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, 
July 28, 1933; Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, § 1, 48 Stat. 389; 
Aug. 11, 1939, ch. 686, 53 Stat. 1405; Pub. L. 86–231, 
Sept. 8, 1959, 73 Stat. 466; Pub. L. 111–11, title 
VII, § 7114(b), Mar. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 1202.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, this section read as follows: 
‘‘Upon the passage of this Act and the vesting of the 
title to the property accepted thereunder in the United 
States, it shall be under the control of the Secretary of 
War and administered under such regulations not in-
consistent with law as he may from time to time pre-
scribe.’’ Sections 211 and 212 of this title, refer to the 
lands as a national park or reservation. 

Prefixes making the provisions of this section effec-
tive, upon the passage of this Act and the vesting of the 
title to the property accepted, have been omitted as 
temporary. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical 
Park’’ substituted for ‘‘Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 
National Historic Site’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 111–11. 

‘‘Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic 
Site’’ substituted for ‘‘Abraham Lincoln National His-
torical Park’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 86–231. 

‘‘Abraham Lincoln National Historical Park’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Abraham Lincoln National Park’’ pursu-
ant to act Aug. 11, 1939. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

All national parks, national monuments, and na-
tional cemeteries consolidated in an office of National 
Parks, Buildings and Reservations in Department of 
the Interior, at head of which should be a Director of 
National Parks, Buildings and Reservations, and ceme-
teries and parks of War Department transferred to De-
partment of the Interior by Executive Order 6166, § 2, as 
amended by Executive Order 6228, § 1, set out in a note 
under section 901 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. This service designated the National 
Park Service in Department of the Interior by act Mar. 
2, 1934. 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5. 

§ 215. Improvements and preservation of lands 
and buildings 

For the purpose of protecting from disintegra-
tion and of improving, beautifying, and pre-
serving the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace Na-
tional Historical Park or Reservation estab-
lished under sections 211 to 214 of this title, the 
National Park Service is authorized and di-
rected to provide for (1) the improvement of 
such existing roadways, walks, and buildings in 
such park or reservation; and (2) the planting of 
such trees, plants, and shrubbery; the construc-
tion of such additional roadways, walks, and 
buildings, and of such fences, parking spaces, 
drainage structures, culverts, and bridges; and 
the making of such other improvements, as in 
its judgment may be necessary for the preserva-
tion, beautification, and protection from dis-
integration of such park or reservation, includ-
ing the log cabin in which Abraham Lincoln was 
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