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1 See References in Text note below. 1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘of’’. 

the national forest and subject to the laws and 
regulations pertaining thereto. Any property ex-
cluded from the park by sections 251e to 251m of 
this title which is within the boundaries of an 
Indian reservation may be transferred in trust 
to such Indian tribe, subject, however, to the ex-
press condition that any concessioner providing, 
public services shall be permitted to continue to 
provide such services in such manner and for 
such period as set forth in his concession con-
tract, that the Secretary of the Interior is au-
thorized to pay all franchise fees collected from 
the concessioner under the contract to said In-
dian Tribe, and that in the event his contract is 
terminated, the United States shall purchase his 
possessory interest in accordance with the Act 
of October 9, 1965 (79 Stat. 969).1 The acquisition 
of lands by the United States in trust for an In-
dian tribe pursuant to sections 251e to 251m of 
this title shall not confer any hunting or fishing 
rights upon such tribe which were not vested in 
such tribe prior to the acquisition of such lands. 

(Pub. L. 94–578, title III, § 320(d), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2739.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 251e to 251m of this title, the first three 
times appearing in text, was in the original ‘‘this Act’’ 
and, where last appearing, was in the original ‘‘this 
title’’, meaning Pub. L. 94–578 and title III of Pub. L. 
94–578, respectively. 

The Act of October 9, 1965 (79 Stat. 969), referred to in 
text, is Pub. L. 89–249, Oct. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 969, known 
as the National Park System Concessions Policy Act, 
which enacted subchapter IV (§ 20 et seq.) of this chap-
ter and amended section 462 of this title, prior to being 
repealed by Pub. L. 105–391, title IV, § 415(a), Nov. 13, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3515. 

§ 251h. Property retention rights; compensation 
at fair market value; ‘‘improved property’’ 
defined 

(1) Any owner or owners of improved property 
within the boundaries of the park, as revised by 
and pursuant to sections 251e to 251m of this 
title may, on the date of its acquisition, retain 
for themselves and their successors or assigns a 
right of use and occupancy of the property for 
such noncommercial residential purposes as ex-
isted on or before January 1, 1976, for twenty-
five years, or, in lieu thereof, for a term ending 
at the death of the owner or his spouse, which-
ever is later. The Secretary shall pay to the 
owner the fair market value of the property on 
the date of such acquisition, less the fair market 
value on such date of the right retained by the 
owner. 

(2) As used in sections 251e to 251m of this 
title, the term ‘‘improved property’’ shall mean 
any single-family dwelling on which construc-
tion was begun before January 1, 1976, together 
with so much of the land on which the dwelling 
is situated (such land being in the same owner-
ship as the dwelling) as shall be reasonably nec-
essary for the enjoyment of the dwelling for the 
sole purpose of noncommercial residential use, 
as the Secretary shall designate. The amount of 
the land so designated shall in every case be not 
more than three acres in area: Provided, That 

the Secretary may exclude from the land so des-
ignated any beach or water, together with so 
much of the land adjoining any such beach or 
water, as he may deem necessary for public ac-
cess thereto. 

(Pub. L. 94–578, title III, § 320(e), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2740.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 251e to 251m of this title, referred to in text, 
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’ and ‘‘this title’’, mean-
ing Pub. L. 94–578 and title III of Pub. L. 94–578, respec-
tively. 

§ 251i. Land acquisition of privately owned land; 
report to Congress; condemnation pro-
ceedings; compensation 

The Secretary is directed to acquire in fee all 
other privately owned lands added to the park 
by and pursuant to sections 251e to 251m of this 
title, and to acquire within three years of Octo-
ber 21, 1976, so much of such lands as can be ac-
quired by donation, exchange, or purchase, to 
the extent of available funds, and to report to 
Congress on the third anniversary of October 21, 
1976, the estimated amount of appropriations 
which would be necessary to acquire the remain-
der, if any, of such lands by condemnation. The 
compensation for such lands shall be their fair 
market value on the date of their acquisition, 
taking into account applicable land use regula-
tions in effect on January 1, 1976. 

(Pub. L. 94–578, title III, § 320(f), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2741.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 251e to 251m of this title, referred to in text, 
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 94–578. 

§ 251j. Property retention rights of landowners; 
use and occupancy improvements; plan to be 
submitted to Secretary; approval evidenced 
by issuance of permit and certificate; limita-
tion on acquisition power of Secretary 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 251i 
of this title, any noncorporate owner or owners, 
as of January 1, 1976, of property adjacent to 
Lake Ozette may retain title to such property: 
Provided, That such owner or owners consent to 
acquisition by the Secretary or 1 scenic ease-
ments or other interests that allow only those 
improvements that the Secretary finds to be 
reasonably necessary for continued use and oc-
cupancy. Any such owner or owners who elects 
to improve his property or a portion thereof 
shall submit to the Secretary a plan which shall 
set forth the manner in which the property is to 
be improved and the use to which it is proposed 
to be put. If, upon review of such plan, the Sec-
retary determines that it is compatible with the 
limitations of this section, he in his discretion 
may issue a permit to such owner and a certifi-
cate to that effect. Upon issuance of any such 
certificate and so long as such property is main-
tained and used in conformity therewith, the au-
thority of the Secretary to acquire such prop-
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