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§ 824r

transmission rights prior to August 8, 2005, but
had not done so with respect to one or more
load-serving entities’ firm transmission rights
held under contracts to which the preceding sen-
tence applies (or held by reason of ownership or
future ownership of transmission facilities),
such load-serving entities may not be required,
without their consent, to convert such firm
transmission rights to tradable or financial
rights, except where the load-serving entity has
voluntarily joined the ISO as a participating
transmission owner (or its successor) in accord-
ance with the ISO tariff.

(g) Water pumping facilities

The Commission shall ensure that any entity
described in section 824(f) of this title that owns
transmission facilities used predominately to
support its own water pumping facilities shall
have, with respect to the facilities, protections
for transmission service comparable to those
provided to load-serving entities pursuant to
this section.

(h) ERCOT

This section shall not apply within the area
referred to in section 824k(k)(2)(A) of this title.

(i) Jurisdiction

This section does not authorize the Commis-
sion to take any action not otherwise within the
jurisdiction of the Commission.

(j) TVA area

(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), for pur-
poses of subsection (b)(1)(B), a load-serving enti-
ty that is located within the service area of the
Tennessee Valley Authority and that has a firm
wholesale power supply contract with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority shall be considered to
hold firm transmission rights for the trans-
mission of the power provided.

(2) Nothing in this subsection affects the re-
quirements of section 824k(j) of this title.

(3) The Commission shall not issue an order on
the basis of this subsection that is contrary to
the purposes of section 824k(j) of this title.

(k) Effect of exercising rights

An entity that to the extent required to meet
its service obligations exercises rights described
in subsection (b) shall not be considered by such
action as engaging in undue discrimination or
preference under this chapter.

(June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. II, §217, as added Pub.
L. 109-58, title XII, §1233(a), Aug. 8, 2005, 119
Stat. 957.)

FERC RULEMAKING ON LONG-TERM TRANSMISSION
RIGHTS IN ORGANIZED MARKETS

Pub. L. 109-58, title XII, §1233(b), Aug. 8, 2005, 119
Stat. 960, provided that: ‘“Within 1 year after the date
of enactment of this section [Aug. 8, 2005] and after no-
tice and an opportunity for comment, the [Federal En-
ergy Regulatory] Commission shall by rule or order,
implement section 217(b)(4) of the Federal Power Act
[16 U.S.C. 824q(b)(4)] in Transmission Organizations, as
defined by that Act [16 U.S.C. 791a et seq.] with orga-
nized electricity markets.”
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§ 824r. Protection of transmission contracts in
the Pacific Northwest

(a) Definition of electric utility or person

In this section, the term ‘‘electric utility or
person’ means an electric utility or person
that—

(1) as of August 8, 2005, holds firm trans-
mission rights pursuant to contract or by rea-
son of ownership of transmission facilities;
and

(2) is located—

(A) in the Pacific Northwest, as that re-
gion is defined in section 839a of this title; or
(B) in that portion of a State included in
the geographic area proposed for a regional
transmission organization in Commission

Docket Number RTO01-35 on the date on

which that docket was opened.

(b) Protection of transmission contracts

Nothing in this chapter confers on the Com-
mission the authority to require an electric util-
ity or person to convert to tradable or financial
rights—

(1) firm transmission rights described in sub-
section (a); or

(2) firm transmission rights obtained by ex-
ercising contract or tariff rights associated
with the firm transmission rights described in

subsection (a).

(June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. II, §218, as added Pub.
L. 109-58, title XII, §1235, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat.
960.)

§ 824s. Transmission infrastructure investment
(a) Rulemaking requirement

Not later than 1 year after August 8, 2005, the
Commission shall establish, by rule, incentive-
based (including performance-based) rate treat-
ments for the transmission of electric energy in
interstate commerce by public utilities for the
purpose of benefitting consumers by ensuring re-
liability and reducing the cost of delivered
power by reducing transmission congestion.

(b) Contents

The rule shall—

(1) promote reliable and economically effi-
cient transmission and generation of elec-
tricity by promoting capital investment in the
enlargement, improvement, maintenance, and
operation of all facilities for the transmission
of electric energy in interstate commerce, re-
gardless of the ownership of the facilities;

(2) provide a return on equity that attracts
new investment in transmission facilities (in-
cluding related transmission technologies);

(3) encourage deployment of transmission
technologies and other measures to increase
the capacity and efficiency of existing trans-
mission facilities and improve the operation of
the facilities; and

(4) allow recovery of—

(A) all prudently incurred costs necessary
to comply with mandatory reliability stand-
ards issued pursuant to section 8240 of this
title; and

(B) all prudently incurred costs related to
transmission infrastructure development
pursuant to section 824p of this title.
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