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(d) Authority of Secretary of Agriculture to man-
age national forests

Except as specifically provided in subsection
(b)(5), nothing in this section shall enlarge or di-
minish the responsibilities and authorities of
the Secretary of Agriculture to manage the na-
tional forests.

(Pub. L. 96487, title V, §505, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat.
2405.)

§539c. Cooperative fisheries planning; report to
Congress

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture is directed to
implement a cooperative planning process for
the enhancement of fisheries resources through
fish hatchery and aquaculture facilities and ac-
tivities in the Tongass National Forest. Partici-
pation in this process shall include but not be
limited to the State of Alaska and appropriate
nonprofit aquaculture corporations. The Sec-
retary may contract with private, nonprofit as-
sociations for services in such planning.

(b) Each subsequent revision of National For-
est management plans under the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act
of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.] and the National
Forest Management Act of 1976 shall contain a
report on the status of the planning process un-
dertaken under this paragraph, including, but
not limited to, a description of current hatchery
and aquaculture projects, an analysis of the suc-
cess of these projects, and a prioritized list of
projects anticipated for the duration of the man-
agement plan. The report shall be submitted by
the Secretary to the Congress with rec-
ommendations for any legislative action which
the Secretary may deem necessary to imple-
ment the proposed hatchery and aquaculture
projects.

(Pub. L. 96-487, title V, §507, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat.
2412.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources
Planning Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub.
L. 93-378, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 Stat. 476, as amended, which
is classified generally to subchapter I (§1600 et seq.) of
chapter 36 of this title. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under
section 1600 of this title and Tables.

The National Forest Management Act of 1976, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 94-588, Oct. 22, 1976,
90 Stat. 2949, as amended, which enacted sections 472a,
521b, 1600, and 1611 to 1614 of this title, amended sec-
tions 500, 515, 516, 518, 576b, and 1601 to 1610 of this title,
repealed sections 476, 513, and 514 of this title, and en-
acted provisions set out as notes under sections 476, 513,
528, 594-2, and 1600 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1976
Amendment note set out under section 1600 of this title
and Tables.

§539d. National forest timber utilization pro-
gram

(a) Tongass National Forest timber supply; satis-
faction of certain market demands

Subject to appropriations, other applicable
law, and the requirements of the National For-
est Management Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-588),
except as provided in subsection (d) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall, to the extent con-
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sistent with providing for the multiple use and
sustained yield of all renewable forest resources,
seek to provide a supply of timber from the
Tongass National Forest which (1) meets the an-
nual market demand for timber from such forest
and (2) meets the market demand from such for-
est for each planning cycle.

(b) Insured and guaranteed loan program for
purchasers of national forests materials in
Alaska; authorization of appropriations

(1) The Secretary is authorized and directed to
establish a special program of insured or guar-
anteed loans to purchasers of national forest
materials in Alaska to assist such purchasers in
the acquisition of equipment and the implemen-
tation of new technologies which lead to the uti-
lization of wood products which might otherwise
not be utilized. The Secretary is authorized to
promulgate such regulations as he deems appro-
priate to define eligibility requirements for the
participation in the loan program and the terms
and conditions applicable to loans made under
the program. Except as otherwise provided in
this section or regulations promulgated specifi-
cally for this loan program, such program shall
be carried out in a manner which is consistent
with other authorities available to the Sec-
retary.

(2) To carry out the special loan program es-
tablished by this section, there are hereby au-
thorized beginning after the fiscal year 1980 to
be appropriated $5,000,000 from National Forest
Fund receipts, to be deposited in a special fund
in the Treasury of the United States to remain
available until expended. Repayments of prin-
cipal and interest and other recoveries on loans
authorized by this section shall be credited to
this fund and shall remain available until ex-
pended in order to carry out the purposes of this
section.

(c) Study on increase of timber yields on na-
tional forest lands in Alaska; transmittal to
Congress

Within three years after December 2, 1980, the
Secretary shall prepare and transmit to the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives a study of op-
portunities (consistent with the laws and regula-
tions applicable to the management of the Na-
tional Forest System) to increase timber yields
on national forest lands in Alaska.

(d) Identification of lands not suited for timber
production; consideration of economic fac-
tors unnecessary

All provisions of section 6(k) of the National
Forest Management Act of 1976 (16 TU.S.C.
1604(k)) shall apply to the Tongass National For-
est except that the Secretary need not consider
economic factors in the identification of lands
not suited for timber production.

(e) Protection of riparian habitat; maintenance
of buffer zones in Tongass National Forest;
relocation of prior independent sale or re-
leased volume

In order to assure protection of riparian habi-
tat, the Secretary shall maintain a buffer zone
of no less than one hundred feet in width on
each side of all Class I streams in the Tongass
National Forest, and on those Class II streams



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-13T19:18:24-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




