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SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 103–313, § 1, Aug. 26, 1994, 108 Stat. 1699, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1274 of this 
title and enacting provisions classified as a note under 
section 1274 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Farm-
ington Wild and Scenic River Act’.’’

Pub. L. 103–242, § 1, May 4, 1994, 108 Stat. 611, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1274 and 1276 of this 
title and enacting provisions classified as a note under 
section 1274 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Rio 
Grande Designation Act of 1994’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–170, § 1, Dec. 2, 1993, 107 Stat. 1986, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1274 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Red River Designation Act of 
1993’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 102–275, § 1, Apr. 22, 1992, 106 Stat. 123, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1274 of this title and 
enacting provisions classified as a note under section 
1274 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Arkansas Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act of 1992’.’’

Pub. L. 102–249, § 1, Mar. 3, 1992, 106 Stat. 45, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1274 and 1276 of this 
title and enacting provisions classified as a note under 
section 1274 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Michigan 
Scenic Rivers Act of 1991’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 102–215, § 1, Dec. 11, 1991, 105 Stat. 1664, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1276 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘White Clay Creek Study 
Act’.’’

Pub. L. 102–214, § 1, Dec. 11, 1991, 105 Stat. 1663, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1276 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Lamprey River Study Act of 
1991’.’’

Pub. L. 102–50, § 1, May 24, 1991, 105 Stat. 254, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1274 and 1276 of this 
title and enacting provisions classified as notes under 
sections 1a–5 and 1274 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘Niobrara Scenic River Designation Act of 1991’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 101–628, title VII, § 701, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 
4497, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending section 1276 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Sudbury, Assabet, and 
Concord Wild and Scenic River Study Act’.’’

Pub. L. 101–628, title XIII, § 1301, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4509, provided that: ‘‘This Act [probably should be 
‘‘this title’’, amending section 1274 of this title] may be 
cited as the ‘Clarks Fork Wild and Scenic River Des-
ignation Act of 1990’.’’

Pub. L. 101–357, § 1, Aug. 10, 1990, 104 Stat. 418, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1276 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Pemigewasset River Study 
Act of 1989’.’’

Pub. L. 101–356, § 1, Aug. 10, 1990, 104 Stat. 417, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1276 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Merrimack River Study Act 
of 1990’.’’

Pub. L. 101–306, § 1, June 6, 1990, 104 Stat. 260, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1274 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘East Fork of the Jemez River and 
the Pecos River Wild and Scenic Rivers Addition Act of 
1989’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 100–557, title I, § 101, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2782, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending sections 1274 
and 1276 of this title and enacting provisions classified 
as notes under section 1274 of this title] may be referred 
to as the ‘Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
of 1988’.’’

Pub. L. 100–547, § 1, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2736, pro-
vided: ‘‘That this Act [amending section 1274 of this 

title and enacting provisions listed in a table of Wilder-
ness Areas set out under section 1132 of this title] may 
be cited as the ‘Sipsey Wild and Scenic River and Ala-
bama Addition Act of 1988’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–590, title II, § 201, Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3332, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending section 1276 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Farmington Wild and 
Scenic River Study Act’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1972 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 92–560, § 1, Oct. 25, 1972, 86 Stat. 1174, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [amending section 1274 of this title and 
enacting provisions classified as a note under section 
1274 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Lower Saint 
Croix River Act of 1972’.’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 90–542, § 1(a), Oct. 2, 1968, 82 Stat. 906, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers Act’.’’

§ 1272. Congressional declaration of purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to implement 
the policy set out in section 1271 of this title by 
instituting a national wild and scenic rivers sys-
tem, by designating the initial components of 
that system, and by prescribing the methods by 
which and standards according to which addi-
tional components may be added to the system 
from time to time. 

(Pub. L. 90–542, § 1(c), Oct. 2, 1968, 82 Stat. 906.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section consists of subsec. (c) of section 1 of Pub. L. 
90–542. Subsecs. (a) and (b) of section 1 are classified to 
section 1271 and section 1271 note, respectively. 

§ 1273. National wild and scenic rivers system 

(a) Composition; application; publication in Fed-
eral Register; expense; administration of fed-
erally owned lands 

The national wild and scenic rivers system 
shall comprise rivers (i) that are authorized for 
inclusion therein by Act of Congress, or (ii) that 
are designated as wild, scenic or recreational 
rivers by or pursuant to an act of the legislature 
of the State or States through which they flow, 
that are to be permanently administered as 
wild, scenic or recreational rivers by an agency 
or political subdivision of the State or States 
concerned that are found by the Secretary of the 
Interior, upon application of the Governor of the 
State or the Governors of the States concerned, 
or a person or persons thereunto duly appointed 
by him or them, to meet the criteria established 
in this chapter and such criteria supplementary 
thereto as he may prescribe, and that are ap-
proved by him for inclusion in the system, in-
cluding, upon application of the Governor of the 
State concerned, the Allagash Wilderness Water-
way, Maine; that segment of the Wolf River, 
Wisconsin, which flows through Langlade Coun-
ty; and that segment of the New River in North 
Carolina extending from its confluence with Dog 
Creek downstream approximately 26.5 miles to 
the Virginia State line. Upon receipt of an appli-
cation under clause (ii) of this subsection, the 
Secretary shall notify the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission and publish such application 
in the Federal Register. Each river designated 
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