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which related to furnishing photographs, mosaics, and 
maps required in soil conservation operations of the 
Department of the Interior, was not repeated in subse-
quent appropriation acts. Similar provision was con-
tained in prior appropriation act of June 28, 1941, ch. 
259, 55 Stat. 306. 

§ 590j. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Agricultural commodity 

The term ‘‘agricultural commodity’’ 
means—

(A) an agricultural commodity; and 
(B) any regional or market classification, 

type, or grade of an agricultural commodity. 

(2) Technical assistance 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘technical assistance’’ means 
technical expertise, information, and tools 
necessary for the conservation of natural re-
sources on land active in agricultural, for-
estry, or related uses. 

(B) Inclusions 

The term ‘‘technical assistance’’ in-
cludes—

(i) technical services provided directly to 
farmers, ranchers, and other eligible enti-
ties, such as conservation planning, tech-
nical consultation, and assistance with de-
sign and implementation of conservation 
practices; and 

(ii) technical infrastructure, including 
activities, processes, tools, and agency 
functions needed to support delivery of 
technical services, such as technical stand-
ards, resource inventories, training, data, 
technology, monitoring, and effects anal-
yses. 

(Apr. 27, 1935, ch. 85, § 10, as added Feb. 29, 1936, 
ch. 104, § 1, 49 Stat. 1150; amended Pub. L. 110–234, 
title II, § 2802(b), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1085; Pub. 
L. 110–246, § 4(a), title II, § 2802(b), June 18, 2008, 
122 Stat. 1664, 1813.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–246, § 2802(b), amended section gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The 
term ‘agricultural commodity’ as used in this chapter 
means any such commodity and any regional or market 
classification, type, or grade thereof.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

§ 590k. Availability of funds 

All funds available for carrying out this chap-
ter shall be available for allotment to the bu-
reaus and offices of the Department of Agri-
culture and for transfer to such other agencies 
of the Federal or State Governments, or to local 

public agencies, as the Secretary may request to 
cooperate or assist in carrying out this chapter, 
and for payments to committees or associations 
of producers in any region or regions to cover 
the estimated administrative expenses to be in-
curred by any such committee or association in 
cooperating in carrying out this chapter: Pro-

vided, That the Secretary may prescribe that all 
or part of such estimated expenses of any such 
committee or association may be deducted pro 
rata from the payments or grants made to the 
members thereof: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may make such payments in advance of 
determination of performance. Funds so trans-
ferred may be placed in a single account for each 
State. 

(Apr. 27, 1935, ch. 85, § 11, as added Feb. 29, 1936, 
ch. 104, § 1, 49 Stat. 1150; amended June 24, 1936, 
ch. 767, 49 Stat. 1915; Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 950, § 6(c), 
70 Stat. 1033; Pub. L. 104–127, title III, 
§ 336(a)(1)(B), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1005.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127, at end of first sentence, sub-
stituted ‘‘performance’’ for ‘‘performance: Provided fur-

ther, That the transfer of funds for services of techni-
cians in formulating and carrying out agricultural con-
servation programs, from allotments for agricultural 
conservation payments within a State, shall be subject 
to such limitations and conditions as may be provided 
in appropriation or other law’’. 

1956—Act Aug. 3, 1956, authorized transfer of funds to 
local public agencies and provided that transfer of 
funds for services of technicians in formulating and 
carrying out agricultural programs from allotments for 
agricultural conservation payments within the State 
shall be subject to such limitations and conditions as 
may be provided in the appropriation or other law, and 
that funds so transferred may be placed in a single ac-
count for each State. 

1936—Act June 24, 1936, authorized availability of 
funds for payments to committees or associations of 
producers to cover the estimated administrative ex-
penses. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions respecting lands under jurisdiction of De-
partment of the Interior, see Transfer of Functions 
note set out under section 590a of this title. 

§ 590l. Expansion of domestic and foreign mar-
kets for agricultural commodities; advances 
for crop insurance; transfer of funds to cor-
poration 

(a) Market expansion and surplus disposition 

Whenever the Secretary finds that the exer-
cise of the powers conferred in this section will 
tend to carry out the purpose specified in clause 
(5) of section 590g(a) of this title, or will tend to 
provide for and maintain a continuous and sta-
ble supply of agricultural commodities adequate 
to meet consumer demand at prices fair to both 
producers and consumers, or both, he shall use 
such part as he deems necessary of the sums ap-
propriated to carry out this chapter for the ex-
pansion of domestic and foreign markets or for 
seeking new or additional markets for agricul-
tural commodities or the products thereof or for 
the removal or disposition of surpluses of such 
commodities or the products thereof. 

(b) Advances for premiums 

The Secretary is authorized to make advances 
to producers for the purpose of assisting them to 
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