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2905. Reimbursement of State cost for developing, Pub. L. 96-366, §1, Sept. 29, 1980, 94 Stat. 1322, pro-

vided: ‘“That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be
cited as the ‘Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act of
1980°.”

revising, and implementing conservation
plans and implementing certain nongame
fish and wildlife conservation actions.

2906. Terms and conditions of reimbursement. 2902. Definiti
2907. Allocation of funds for administration and re- §2902. Definitions

1mburserr{ent of States. ) As used in this chapter—
gggg g‘phelr Federal assistance and actions. (1) The term ‘‘approved conservation plan’
2910: Ailstchgi"rirzlziisén of appropriations. means the conservation plan of a State ?Lp—
2911. Study on most equitable and effective mecha- proved by the Secretary pursuant to section

2904(a) of this title.

(2) The term ‘‘conservation plan’ means a
plan developed by a State for the conservation
of fish and wildlife which meets the require-
ments set forth in section 2903 of this title.

(3) The terms ‘‘conserve’’, ‘‘conserving’’, and
‘“‘conservation” mean to use, and the use of,
such methods and procedures which are nec-
essary to ensure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the well being and enhancement of
fish and wildlife and their habitats for the eco-
logical, educational, esthetic, cultural, rec-
reational, and scientific enrichment of the
public. Such methods and procedures may in-

nism for funding State conservation plans;
report to Congressional committees.

2912. Federal conservation of migratory nongame
birds.

§2901. Congressional findings and declaration of
purpose

(a) Findings

The Congress finds and declares the following:
(1) Fish and wildlife are of ecological, edu-
cational, esthetic, cultural, recreational, eco-
nomic, and scientific value to the Nation.
(2) The improved conservation and manage-
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ment of fish and wildlife, particularly
nongame fish and wildlife, will assist in re-
storing and maintaining fish and wildlife and
in assuring a productive and more esthetically
pleasing environment for all citizens.

(3) Many citizens, particularly those residing
in urban areas, have insufficient opportunity
to participate in recreational and other pro-
grams designed to foster human interaction
with fish and wildlife and thereby are unable
to have a greater appreciation and awareness
of the environment.

(4) Historically, fish and wildlife conserva-
tion programs have been focused on the more
recreationally and commercially important
species within any particular ecosystem. As a
consequence such programs have been largely
financed by hunting and fishing license rev-
enues or excise taxes on certain hunting and
fishing equipment. These traditional financing
mechanisms are neither adequate nor fully ap-
propriate to meet the conservation needs of
nongame fish and wildlife.

() Bach State should be encouraged to de-
velop, revise, and implement, in consultation
with appropriate Federal, State, and local and
regional agencies, a plan for the conservation
of fish and wildlife, particularly those species
which are indigenous to the State.

(b) Purpose

It is the purpose of this chapter—

(1) to provide financial and technical assist-
ance to the States for the development, revi-
sion, and implementation of conservation
plans and programs for nongame fish and wild-
life; and

(2) to encourage all Federal departments and
agencies to utilize their statutory and admin-
istrative authority, to the maximum extent
practicable and consistent with each agency’s
statutory responsibilities, to conserve and to
promote conservation of nongame fish and

clude, but are not limited to, any activity as-
sociated with scientific resources manage-
ment, such as research, census, law enforce-
ment, habitat acquisition, maintenance, devel-
opment, information, education, population
manipulation, propagation, technical assist-
ance to private landowners, live trapping, and
transplantation.

(4) The term ‘‘designated State agency”
means the commission, department, division,
or other agency of a State which has primary
legal authority for the conservation of fish
and wildlife. If any State has placed such au-
thority in more than one agency, such term
means each such agency acting with respect to
its assigned responsibilities but such agencies,
for purposes of this chapter, shall submit a
single conservation plan.

(5) The term ‘‘fish and wildlife”” means wild
vertebrate animals that are in an unconfined
state, including, but not limited to, nongame
fish and wildlife.

(6) The term ‘‘nongame fish and wildlife”
means wild vertebrate animals that are in an
unconfined state and that—

(A) are not ordinarily taken for sport, fur,
or food, except that if under applicable State
law, any of such animals may be taken for
sport, fur, or food in some, but not all, areas
of the State, any of such animals within any
area of the State in which such taking is not
permitted may be deemed to be nongame
fish and wildlife;

(B) are not listed as endangered species or
threatened species under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543); and

(C) are not marine mammals within the
meaning of section 1362(5)! of this title.

Such term does not include any domesticated
species that has reverted to a feral existence.

1See References in Text note below.

10:23 Oct 12, 2021  Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 02118 Fmt5800 Sfmt5800 D:\OLRC\DATA\PRINT\2018SUPP220\OUTPUT\PCC\FOLIOS\USC16.20 PROD



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-13T19:38:12-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




