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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 3101. Congressional statement of purpose 

(a) Establishment of units 

In order to preserve for the benefit, use, edu-
cation, and inspiration of present and future 
generations certain lands and waters in the 
State of Alaska that contain nationally signifi-
cant natural, scenic, historic, archeological, ge-
ological, scientific, wilderness, cultural, rec-
reational, and wildlife values, the units de-
scribed in the following titles are hereby estab-
lished. 

(b) Preservation and protection of scenic, geo-
logical, etc., values 

It is the intent of Congress in this Act to pre-
serve unrivaled scenic and geological values as-
sociated with natural landscapes; to provide for 
the maintenance of sound populations of, and 
habitat for, wildlife species of inestimable value 
to the citizens of Alaska and the Nation, includ-
ing those species dependent on vast relatively 
undeveloped areas; to preserve in their natural 
state extensive unaltered arctic tundra, boreal 
forest, and coastal rainforest ecosystems; to 
protect the resources related to subsistence 
needs; to protect and preserve historic and ar-
cheological sites, rivers, and lands, and to pre-
serve wilderness resource values and related rec-
reational opportunities including but not lim-
ited to hiking, canoeing, fishing, and sport hunt-
ing, within large arctic and subarctic wildlands 
and on freeflowing rivers; and to maintain op-
portunities for scientific research and undis-
turbed ecosystems. 

(c) Subsistence way of life for rural residents 

It is further the intent and purpose of this Act 
consistent with management of fish and wildlife 
in accordance with recognized scientific prin-
ciples and the purposes for which each conserva-
tion system unit is established, designated, or 
expanded by or pursuant to this Act, to provide 
the opportunity for rural residents engaged in a 
subsistence way of life to continue to do so. 

(d) Need for future legislation obviated 

This Act provides sufficient protection for the 
national interest in the scenic, natural, cultural 
and environmental values on the public lands in 
Alaska, and at the same time provides adequate 
opportunity for satisfaction of the economic and 
social needs of the State of Alaska and its peo-
ple; accordingly, the designation and disposition 
of the public lands in Alaska pursuant to this 
Act are found to represent a proper balance be-
tween the reservation of national conservation 
system units and those public lands necessary 
and appropriate for more intensive use and dis-
position, and thus Congress believes that the 
need for future legislation designating new con-
servation system units, new national conserva-
tion areas, or new national recreation areas, has 
been obviated thereby. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title I, § 101, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2374.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The following titles, referred to in subsec. (a), mean 
titles II to XV of Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 1980, §§ 201–1503, 

94 Stat. 2377–2551. For complete classification of these 
titles to the Code, see Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (b) to (d), is Pub. L. 
96–487, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as 
the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 96–487, § 1, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter, sections 410hh 
to 410hh–5, 460mm to 460mm–4, 539 to 539e, and 1285b of 
this title, and sections 1631 to 1641 and 1784 of Title 43, 
Public Lands, amending sections 410bb, 1274, 1276, 1279, 
and 1280 of this title and sections 1602, 1606, 1607, 1611, 
1613, 1614, 1620, and 1621 of Title 43, enacting provisions 
set out as notes under this section and sections 431, 
668dd, 1132, 1274, and 3145 of this title and sections 1605, 
1613, and 1618 of Title 43, and amending provisions set 
out as notes under sections 1611 and 1613 of Title 43 and 
preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories and Insular 
Possessions] may be cited as the ‘Alaska National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act’.’’

§ 3102. Definitions 

As used in this Act (except that in titles IX 
and XIV the following terms shall have the same 
meaning as they have in the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], 
and the Alaska Statehood Act)—

(1) The term ‘‘land’’ means lands, waters, 
and interests therein. 

(2) The term ‘‘Federal land’’ means lands the 
title to which is in the United States after De-
cember 2, 1980. 

(3) The term ‘‘public lands’’ means land situ-
ated in Alaska which, after December 2, 1980, 
are Federal lands, except—

(A) land selections of the State of Alaska 
which have been tentatively approved or val-
idly selected under the Alaska Statehood 
Act and lands which have been confirmed to, 
validly selected by, or granted to the Terri-
tory of Alaska or the State under any other 
provision of Federal law; 

(B) land selections of a Native Corporation 
made under the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.] which 
have not been conveyed to a Native Corpora-
tion, unless any such selection is determined 
to be invalid or is relinquished; and 

(C) lands referred to in section 19(b) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act [43 
U.S.C. 1618(b)].

(4) The term ‘‘conservation system unit’’ 
means any unit in Alaska of the National 
Park System, National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem, National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tems, National Trails System, National Wil-
derness Preservation System, or a National 
Forest Monument including existing units, 
units established, designated, or expanded by 
or under the provisions of this Act, additions 
to such units, and any such unit established, 
designated, or expanded hereafter. 

(5) The term ‘‘Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act’’ means ‘‘An Act to provide for the 
settlement of certain land claims of Alaska 
Natives, and for other purposes’’, approved De-
cember 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688), as amended [43 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.]. 

(6) The term ‘‘Native Corporation’’ means 
any Regional Corporation, any Village Cor-
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