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(11) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Agriculture.

(12) State

The term ‘‘State’” means—

(A) any State;

(B) the District of Columbia; or

(C) any territory or possession of the
United States.

(13) Technical assistance

The term ‘‘technical assistance’ means any
service provided by the Secretary or agent of
the Secretary, including—

(A) inventorying, evaluating, planning, de-
signing, supervising, laying out, and inspect-
ing projects;

(B) providing maps, reports, and other doc-
uments associated with the services pro-
vided;

(C) providing assistance for the implemen-
tation of area plans and projects; and

(D) providing services that involve the re-
sources of Department of Agriculture pro-
grams in a local community, as defined in
the locally led planning process.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1528, as added Pub. L.
107-171, title II, §2504, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 269;
Pub. L. 110-234, title II, §2805(a), (b), May 22,
2008, 122 Stat. 1088; Pub. L. 110-246, §4(a), title II,
§2805(a), (b), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1816.)

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 made identical
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub.
L. 110-234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L.
110-246.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3451, Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1528,
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1337, related to statement of pur-
pose, prior to the general amendment of this sub-
chapter by Pub. L. 107-171.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Par. (1). Pub. L. 110-246, §2805(a)(1), substituted
“locally led planning process’ for ‘‘planning process’
in introductory provisions.

Pars. (8), (9). Pub. L. 110-246, §2805(a)(2), (3), redesig-
nated pars. (9) and (8) as (8) and (9), respectively, and,
in par. (8), substituted ‘‘Locally led planning process’’
for ‘“‘Planning process’ in heading and ‘locally led
council” for ‘‘council” in text.

Par. (13)(C), (D). Pub. L. 110-246, §2805(b), added sub-
pars. (C) and (D) and struck out former subpars. (C) and
(D) which read as follows:

‘(C) providing assistance for the long-term imple-
mentation of area plans; and

‘(D) providing services of an agency of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to assist councils in developing
and carrying out area plans.”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of
Pub. L. 110-246, set out as an Effective Date note under
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture.

§3452. Resource conservation and development
program

The Secretary shall establish a resource con-
servation and development program under which
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the Secretary shall provide technical assistance
and financial assistance to councils to develop
and carry out area plans and projects in des-
ignated areas—

(1) to conserve and improve the use of land,
develop natural resources, and improve and
enhance the social, economic, and environ-
mental conditions in primarily rural areas of
the United States; and

(2) to encourage and improve the capability
of State,! units of government, Indian tribes,
nonprofit organizations, and councils to carry
out the purposes described in paragraph (1).

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1529, as added Pub. L.
107-171, title II, §2504, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 272.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3452, Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1529,
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1337, related to definitions, prior
to the general amendment of this subchapter by Pub.
L. 107-171.

§ 3453. Selection of designated areas

The Secretary shall select designated areas for
assistance under this subchapter on the basis of
the elements of area plans.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1530, as added Pub. L.
107-171, title II, §2504, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 272.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3453, Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1530,
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1339, related to the establishment
and scope of resource conservation and development
program, prior to the general amendment of this sub-
chapter by Pub. L. 107-171.

§ 3454. Powers of the Secretary

(a) In general

In carrying out this subchapter, the Secretary
may—

(1) provide technical assistance to any coun-
cil to assist in developing and implementing
an area plan for a designated area;

(2) cooperate with other departments and
agencies of the Federal Government, States,
local units of government, local Indian tribes,
and local nonprofit organizations in con-
ducting surveys and inventories, dissemi-
nating information, and developing area plans;

(3) assist in carrying out an area plan ap-
proved by the Secretary for any designated
area by providing technical assistance and fi-
nancial assistance to any council; and

(4) enter into agreements with councils in
accordance with section 3455 of this title.

(b) Coordinator
(1) In general

To improve the provision of technical assist-
ance to councils under this subchapter, the
Secretary shall designate for each council an
individual to be the coordinator for the coun-
cil.

(2) Responsibility

A coordinator for a council shall be directly
responsible for the provision of technical as-
sistance to the council.

180 in original.
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(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1531, as added Pub. L.
107-171, title II, §2504, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 272;
amended Pub. L. 110-234, title II, §2805(c), May
22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1088; Pub. L. 110-246, §4(a), title
II, §2805(c), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1816.)

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 made identical
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub.
L. 110-234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L.
110-246.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3454, Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1531,
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1339, related to selection of des-
ignated areas for assistance, prior to the general
amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 107-171.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-246, §2805(c), designated existing
provisions as subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added
subsec. (b).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of
Pub. L. 110-246, set out as an Effective Date note under
section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture.

§ 3455. Eligibility; terms and conditions
(a) Eligibility
Technical assistance and financial assistance
may be provided by the Secretary under this
subchapter to any council to assist in carrying
out a project specified in an area plan approved
by the Secretary only if—
(1) the council agrees in writing—
(A) to carry out the project; and
(B) to finance or arrange for financing of
any portion of the cost of carrying out the
project for which financial assistance is not
provided by the Secretary under this sub-
chapter;

(2) the project is included in an area plan
and is approved by the council;

(3) the Secretary determines that assistance
is necessary to carry out the area plan;

(4) the project provided for in the area plan
is consistent with any comprehensive plan for
the area;

(5) the cost of the land or an interest in the
land acquired or to be acquired under the plan
by any State, local unit of government, Indian
tribe, or local nonprofit organization is borne
by the State, local unit of government, Indian
tribe, or local nonprofit organization, respec-
tively; and

(6) the State, local unit of government, In-
dian tribe, or local nonprofit organization par-
ticipating in the area plan agrees to maintain
and operate the project.

(b) Loans
(1) In general

Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), a loan
made under this subchapter shall be made on
such terms and conditions as the Secretary
may prescribe.

(2) Term

A loan for a project made under this sub-

chapter shall have a term of not more than 30
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years after the date of completion of the
project.

(3) Interest rate

A loan made under this subchapter shall
bear interest at the average rate of interest
paid by the United States on obligations of a
comparable term, as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

(c) Approval by Secretary

Technical assistance and financial assistance
under this subchapter may not be made avail-
able to a council to carry out an area plan un-
less the area plan has been submitted to and ap-
proved by the Secretary.

(d) Withdrawal

The Secretary may withdraw technical assist-
ance and financial assistance with respect to
any area plan if the Secretary determines that
the assistance is no longer necessary or that suf-
ficient progress has not been made toward devel-
oping or implementing the elements of the area
plan.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1532, as added Pub. L.
107-171, title II, §2504, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 272.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3455, Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1532,
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1339, related to authority of the
Secretary to carry out provisions of this subchapter,
prior to the general amendment of this subchapter by
Pub. L. 107-171.

§ 3456. Resource Conservation and Development
Policy Advisory Board

(a) Establishment

The Secretary shall establish within the De-
partment of Agriculture a Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Policy Advisory Board.

(b) Composition
(1) In general

The Board shall be composed of at least 7
employees of the Department of Agriculture
selected by the Secretary.

(2) Chairperson

A member of the Board shall be designated
by the Secretary to serve as chairperson of the
Board.

(¢) Duties

The Board shall advise the Secretary regard-
ing the administration of this subchapter, in-
cluding the formulation of policies for carrying
out this subchapter.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1533, as added Pub. L.
107-171, title II, §2504, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 273.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3456, Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1533,
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1339, related to technical and fi-
nancial assistance to carry out specified works of im-
provement, prior to the general amendment of this sub-
chapter by Pub. L. 107-171.

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY BOARDS

Advisory boards established after Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of their establishment, un-
less, in the case of a board established by the President
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