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§6606

sisting of individuals representing public and
private organizations actively involved in the
conservation of marine turtles, freshwater tur-
tles, or tortoises.
(b) Public participation

(1) Meetings

The Advisory Group shall—

(A) ensure that each meeting of the advi-
sory group is open to the public; and

(B) provide, at each meeting, an oppor-
tunity for interested persons to present oral
or written statements concerning items on
the agenda.

(2) Notice

The Secretary shall provide to the public
timely notice of each meeting of the advisory
group.

(3) Minutes

Minutes of each meeting of the advisory
group shall be kept by the Secretary and shall
be made available to the public.

(c) Exemption from Federal Advisory Committee

Act

The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C.
App.) shall not apply to the advisory group.

(Pub. L. 108-266, §6, July 2, 2004, 118 Stat. 795;
Pub. L. 116-9, title VII, §7001(c)(3)(E), Mar. 12,
2019, 133 Stat. 788.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in
subsec. (¢), is Pub. L. 92463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

AMENDMENTS

2019—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116-9 inserted ‘, freshwater
turtles, or tortoises’ after ‘‘marine turtles’.

§6606. Authorization of appropriations
(a) In general

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Fund $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019
through 2023.

(b) Allocation

Of the amounts made available for each fiscal
year pursuant to subsection (a)—

(1) not less than $1,510,000 shall be used by
the Secretary for marine turtle conservation
purposes in accordance with this chapter; and

(2) of the amounts in excess of the amount
described in paragraph (1), not less than 40 per-
cent shall be used by the Secretary for fresh-
water turtle and tortoise conservation pur-
poses in accordance with this chapter.

(Pub. L. 108-266, §7, July 2, 2004, 118 Stat. 795;
Pub. L. 116-9, title VII, §7001(c)(3)(F), Mar. 12,
2019, 133 Stat. 788.)

AMENDMENTS

2019—Pub. L. 116-9 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘“There is author-
ized to be appropriated to the Fund $5,000,000 for each
of fiscal years 2005 through 2009.”

§6607. Report to Congress

Not later than October 1, 2005, the Secretary
shall submit to the Congress a report on the re-
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sults and effectiveness of the program carried
out under this chapter, including recommenda-
tions concerning how this chapter might be im-
proved and whether the Fund should be contin-
ued in the future.

(Pub. L. 108-266, §8, July 2, 2004, 118 Stat. 796.)
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§6701. Findings

Congress finds that—

(1) there is an increasing threat of wildfire
to millions of acres of forest land and range-
land throughout the United States;

(2) forest land and rangeland are degraded as
a direct consequence of land management
practices, including practices to control and
prevent wildfires and the failure to harvest
subdominant trees from overstocked stands
that disrupt the occurrence of frequent low-in-
tensity fires that have periodically removed
flammable undergrowth;

(3) at least 39,000,000 acres of land of the Na-
tional Forest System in the interior West are
at high risk of wildfire;

(4) an average of 95 percent of the expendi-
tures by the Forest Service for wildfire sup-
pression during fiscal years 1990 through 1994
were made to suppress wildfires in the interior
West;

(5) the number, size, and severity of wildfires
in the interior West are increasing;

(6) of the timberland in National Forests in
the States of Arizona and New Mexico, 59 per-
cent of such land in Arizona, and 56 percent of
such land in New Mexico, has an average di-
ameter of 9 to 12 inches diameter at breast
height;

(7) the population of the interior West grew
twice as fast as the national average during
the 1990s;

(8) catastrophic wildfires—

(A) endanger homes and communities;

(B) damage and destroy watersheds and
soils; and

(C) pose a serious threat to the habitat of
threatened and endangered species;

(9) a 1994 assessment of forest health in the
interior West estimated that only a 15- to 30-
year window of opportunity exists for effective
management intervention before damage from
uncontrollable wildfire becomes widespread,
with 8 years having already elapsed since the
assessment;

(10) healthy forest and woodland
systems—

(A) reduce the risk of wildfire to forests
and communities;

(B) improve wildlife habitat and biodiver-
sity;
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