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SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS
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SUBCHAPTER I—NATIONAL POLICY

§7901. Congressional declaration of national pol-
icy
(a) In general

Congress declares that it is the policy of the
United States that Federal departments and
agencies, in accordance with the missions of the
departments and agencies, Executive Orders
12962 and 13443 (60 Fed. Reg. 30769 (June 7, 1995);
72 Fed. Reg. 46537 (August 16, 2007)), and applica-
ble law, shall—

(1) facilitate the expansion and enhancement
of hunting, fishing, and recreational shooting
opportunities on Federal land, in consultation
with the Wildlife and Hunting Heritage Con-
servation Council, the Sport Fishing and Boat-
ing Partnership Council, State and Tribal fish
and wildlife agencies, and the public;

(2) conserve and enhance aquatic systems
and the management of game species and the
habitat of those species on Federal land, in-
cluding through hunting and fishing, in a man-
ner that respects—

(A) State management authority over
wildlife resources; and
(B) private property rights; and

(3) comnsider hunting, fishing, and rec-
reational shooting opportunities as part of all
Federal plans for land, resource, and travel
management.

(b) Exclusion

In this title,! the term ‘‘fishing’’ does not in-
clude commercial fishing in which fish are har-
vested, either in whole or in part, that are in-
tended to enter commerce through sale.

(Pub. L. 116-9, title IV, §4001, Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 756.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Executive Order 12962, referred to in subsec. (a), is Ex.
Ord. No. 12962, June 7, 1995, 60 F.R. 30769, which is set
out as a note under section 1801 of this title.

Executive Order 13443, referred to in subsec. (a), is Ex.
Ord. No. 13443, Aug. 16, 2007, 72 F.R. 46537, which is set
out as a note under section 661 of this title.

This title, referred to in subsec. (b), means title IV of
Pub. L. 116-9, Mar. 12, 2019, 133 Stat. 756, which enacted
this chapter and amended section 704 of this title, sec-
tion 504 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees, section 2412 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial
Procedure, and section 1304 of Title 31, Money and Fi-
nance. For complete classification of title IV to the
Code, see Tables.

1See References in Text note below.
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SUBCHAPTER II—SPORTSMEN’S ACCESS TO
FEDERAL LAND

§7911. Definitions

In this subchapter:
(1) Federal land

The term ‘‘Federal land” means—

(A) any land in the National Forest Sys-
tem (as defined in section 1609(a) of this
title) that is administered by the Secretary
of Agriculture, acting through the Chief of
the Forest Service; and

(B) public lands (as defined in section 1702
of title 43), the surface of which is adminis-
tered by the Secretary, acting through the
Director of the Bureau of Land Management.

(2) Secretary concerned

The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’ means—
(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to land described in paragraph (1)(A);
and
(B) the Secretary, with respect to land de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B).

(Pub. L. 116-9, title IV, §4101, Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 7567.)

DEFINITION OF ‘“‘SECRETARY”’

Secretary means the Secretary of the Interior, see
section 2 of Pub. L. 116-9, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1 of this title.

§7912. Federal land open to hunting, fishing, and
recreational shooting

(a) In general

Subject to subsection (b), Federal land shall be
open to hunting, fishing, and recreational shoot-
ing, in accordance with applicable law, unless
the Secretary concerned closes an area in ac-
cordance with section 7913 of this title.

(b) Effect of part

Nothing in this subchapter opens to hunting,
fishing, or recreational shooting any land that
is not open to those activities as of March 12,
2019.

(Pub. L. 116-9, title IV, §4102, Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 757.)

§7913. Closure of Federal land to hunting, fish-
ing, and recreational shooting

(a) Authorization
(1) In general

Subject to paragraph (2) and in accordance
with section 1732(b) of title 43, the Secretary
concerned may designate any area on Federal
land in which, and establish any period during
which, for reasons of public safety, adminis-
tration, or compliance with applicable laws,
no hunting, fishing, or recreational shooting
shall be permitted.

(2) Requirement

In making a designation under paragraph
(1), the Secretary concerned shall designate
the smallest area for the least amount of time
that is required for public safety, administra-
tion, or compliance with applicable laws.
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(b) Closure procedures
(1) In general

Except in an emergency, before permanently
or temporarily closing any Federal land to
hunting, fishing, or recreational shooting, the
Secretary concerned shall—

(A) consult with State fish and wildlife
agencies; and
(B) provide public notice and opportunity
for comment under paragraph (2).
(2) Public notice and comment
(A) In general

Public notice and comment shall include—
(i) a notice of intent—
(I) published in advance of the public
comment period for the closure—
(aa) in the Federal Register;
(bb) on the website of the applicable
Federal agency;
(cc) on the website of the Federal
land unit, if available; and
(dd) in at least 1 local newspaper;

(IT) made available in advance of the
public comment period to local offices,
chapters, and affiliate organizations in
the vicinity of the closure that are sig-
natories to the memorandum of under-
standing entitled ‘“‘Federal Lands Hunt-
ing, Fishing, and Shooting Sports
Roundtable Memorandum of Under-
standing’’; and

(ITI) that describes—

(aa) the proposed closure; and

(bb) the justification for the pro-
posed closure, including an expla-
nation of the reasons and necessity for
the decision to close the area to hunt-
ing, fishing, or recreational shooting;
and

(ii) an opportunity for public comment
for a period of—
(I) not less than 60 days for a perma-
nent closure; or
(IT) not less than 30 days for a tem-
porary closure.
(B) Final decision

In a final decision to permanently or tem-
porarily close an area to hunting, fishing, or
recreation! shooting, the Secretary con-
cerned shall—

(i) respond in a reasoned manner to the
comments received;

(ii) explain how the Secretary concerned
resolved any significant issues raised by
the comments; and

(iii) show how the resolution led to the
closure.

(¢) Temporary closures
(1) In general

A temporary closure under this section may
not exceed a period of 180 days.
(2) Renewal

Except in an emergency, a temporary clo-
sure for the same area of land closed to the
same activities—

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘recreational’.
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(A) may not be renewed more than 3 times
after the first temporary closure; and

(B) must be subject to a separate notice
and comment procedure in accordance with
subsection (b)(2).

(3) Effect of temporary closure

Any Federal land that is temporarily closed
to hunting, fishing, or recreational shooting
under this section shall not become perma-
nently closed to that activity without a sepa-
rate public notice and opportunity to com-
ment in accordance with subsection (b)(2).

(d) Reporting

On an annual basis, the Secretaries concerned
shall—

(1) publish on a public website a list of all
areas of Federal land temporarily or perma-
nently subject to a closure under this section;
and

(2) submit to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources and the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Natural Resources
and the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives a report that identi-
fies—

(A) a list of each area of Federal land tem-
porarily or permanently subject to a closure;

(B) the acreage of each closure; and

(C) a survey of—

(i) the aggregate areas and acreage
closed under this section in each State;
and

(ii) the percentage of Federal land in
each State closed under this section with
respect to hunting, fishing, and rec-
reational shooting.

(e) Application

This section shall not apply if the closure is—
(1) less than 14 days in duration; and
(2) covered by a special use permit.

(Pub. L. 116-9, title IV, §4103, Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 7567.)

§ 7914. Shooting ranges

(a) In general

Except as provided in subsection (b), the Sec-
retary concerned may, in accordance with this
section and other applicable law, lease or permit
the use of Federal land for a shooting range.

(b) Exception

The Secretary concerned shall not lease or
permit the use of Federal land for a shooting
range within—

(1) a component of the National Landscape

Conservation System;

(2) a component of the National Wilderness

Preservation System;

(3) any area that is—
(A) designated as a wilderness study area;
(B) administratively classified as—
(i) wilderness-eligible; or
(ii) wilderness-suitable; or

(C) a primitive or semiprimitive area;

(4) a national monument, national volcanic
monument, or national scenic area; or
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