
Page 132TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS§ 201

(Added Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(9) [title I, 
§ 1002(a)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–523; 
amended Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title III, 
§ 13210(2)(A), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1909; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. J, title IX [title I, § 111(b)], Dec. 8, 
2004, 118 Stat. 3409; Pub. L. 110–403, title II, 
§ 209(a)(5), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4264; Pub. L. 
111–175, title I, § 103(a)(1), (b)–(f), May 27, 2010, 124 
Stat. 1227–1230; Pub. L. 113–200, title II, § 204, Dec. 
4, 2014, 128 Stat. 2067.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 397 of the Communications Act of 1934, re-
ferred to in subsec. (j)(5), is classified to section 397 of 
Title 47, Telecommunications. 

The date of the enactment of the Satellite Television 
Extension and Localism Act of 2010, referred to in sub-
sec. (j)(5), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 111–175, 
which shall be deemed to refer to Feb. 27, 2010, see sec-
tion 307(a) of Pub. L. 111–175, set out as an Effective 
Date of 2010 Amendment note under section 111 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (j)(2)(B) to (D). Pub. L. 113–200, § 204(1), 
realigned margins. 

Subsec. (j)(2)(E). Pub. L. 113–200, § 204(2), added sub-
par. (E). 

2010—Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(a)(1), substituted ‘‘of local 
television programming by satellite’’ for ‘‘by satellite 
carriers within local markets’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(b), amended subsec. 
(a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) related 
to secondary transmissions of television broadcast sta-
tions by satellite carriers. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘station—’’ for ‘‘station a list identifying (by name in 
alphabetical order and street address, including county 
and zip code) all subscribers to which the satellite car-
rier makes secondary transmissions of that primary 
transmission under subsection (a).’’ and added subpars. 
(A) and (B). 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘network—’’ for ‘‘network a list identifying (by name 
in alphabetical order and street address, including 
county and zip code) any subscribers who have been 
added or dropped as subscribers since the last submis-
sion under this subsection.’’ and added subpars. (A) and 
(B). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(d), inserted ‘‘for Cer-
tain Secondary Transmissions’’ after ‘‘Required’’ in 
heading and substituted ‘‘paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of 
subsection (a)’’ for ‘‘subsection (a)’’ in text. 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(e)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 119, subject to statutory licensing by 
reason of paragraph (2)(A), (3), or (4) of subsection (a), 
or subject to’’ for ‘‘section 119 or’’ in introductory pro-
visions. 

Subsec. (f)(1)(B). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(e)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘$250’’ for ‘‘$5’’. 

Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(e)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 119, subject to statutory licensing by 
reason of paragraph (2)(A), (3), or (4) of subsection (a), 
or subject to’’ for ‘‘section 119 or’’ in introductory pro-
visions. 

Subsec. (f)(2)(A)(ii), (B)(ii). Pub. L. 111–175, 
§ 103(e)(1)(B), substituted ‘‘$2,500,000’’ for ‘‘$250,000’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(e)(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘section 119, paragraph (2)(A), (3), or (4) of subsection 
(a), or’’ for ‘‘section 119 or’’. 

Subsec. (j)(1). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(1), substituted 
‘‘that contracts’’ for ‘‘which contracts’’. 

Subsec. (j)(3). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(4), added par. (3). 
Former par. (3) redesignated (4). 

Subsec. (j)(4). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(3), redesignated 
par. (3) as (4) and inserted ‘‘non-network station;’’ after 

‘‘Network station;’’ in heading and ‘‘ ‘non-network sta-
tion’,’’ after ‘‘ ‘network station’,’’ in text. Former par. 
(4) redesignated (6). 

Subsec. (j)(5). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(5), added par. (5). 
Former par. (5) redesignated (7). 

Subsec. (j)(6). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(6), amended par. 
(6) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘The term ‘subscriber’ means a person who receives a 
secondary transmission service from a satellite carrier 
and pays a fee for the service, directly or indirectly, to 
the satellite carrier or to a distributor.’’

Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(2), redesignated par. (4) as (6). 
Subsec. (j)(7). Pub. L. 111–175, § 103(f)(2), redesignated 

par. (5) as (7). 
2008—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–403, § 209(a)(5)(A), struck 

out ‘‘and 509’’ after ‘‘506’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–403, § 209(a)(5)(B), substituted 

‘‘section 510’’ for ‘‘sections 509 and 510’’. 
Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 110–403, § 209(a)(5)(C), struck out 

‘‘and 509’’ after ‘‘506’’ in introductory provisions. 
2004—Subsec. (j)(2)(D). Pub. L. 108–447 added subpar. 

(D). 
2002—Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘rights: Secondary’’ 

for ‘‘rights; secondary’’ in section catchline.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–175 effective Feb. 27, 2010, 
see section 307(a) of Pub. L. 111–175, set out as a note 
under section 111 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) 
[title I, § 1012] of Pub. L. 106–113, set out as an Effective 
Date of 1999 Amendment note under section 101 of this 
title.

CHAPTER 2—COPYRIGHT OWNERSHIP AND 
TRANSFER 

Sec. 

201. Ownership of copyright. 
202. Ownership of copyright as distinct from own-

ership of material object. 
203. Termination of transfers and licenses granted 

by the author. 
204. Execution of transfers of copyright owner-

ship. 
205. Recordation of transfers and other docu-

ments. 

§ 201. Ownership of copyright 

(a) INITIAL OWNERSHIP.—Copyright in a work 
protected under this title vests initially in the 
author or authors of the work. The authors of a 
joint work are coowners of copyright in the 
work. 

(b) WORKS MADE FOR HIRE.—In the case of a 
work made for hire, the employer or other per-
son for whom the work was prepared is consid-
ered the author for purposes of this title, and, 
unless the parties have expressly agreed other-
wise in a written instrument signed by them, 
owns all of the rights comprised in the copy-
right. 

(c) CONTRIBUTIONS TO COLLECTIVE WORKS.—
Copyright in each separate contribution to a 
collective work is distinct from copyright in the 
collective work as a whole, and vests initially in 
the author of the contribution. In the absence of 
an express transfer of the copyright or of any 
rights under it, the owner of copyright in the 
collective work is presumed to have acquired 
only the privilege of reproducing and distrib-
uting the contribution as part of that particular 
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