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Whoever transmits to, or presents at any of-
fice or to any officer of the United States, any
such false, forged, altered, or counterfeited writ-
ing, knowing the same to be false, forged, al-
tered, or counterfeited—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 711; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 72 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §28, 35 Stat. 1094).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Changes were also made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".

§495. Contracts, deeds, and powers of attorney

Whoever falsely makes, alters, forges, or coun-
terfeits any deed, power of attorney, order, cer-
tificate, receipt, contract, or other writing, for
the purpose of obtaining or receiving, or of ena-
bling any other person, either directly or indi-
rectly, to obtain or receive from the United
States or any officers or agents thereof, any sum
of money; or

Whoever utters or publishes as true any such
false, forged, altered, or counterfeited writing,
with intent to defraud the United States, know-
ing the same to be false, altered, forged, or
counterfeited; or

Whoever transmits to, or presents at any of-
fice or officer of the United States, any such
writing in support of, or in relation to, any ac-
count or claim, with intent to defraud the
United States, knowing the same to be false, al-
tered, forged, or counterfeited—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 711; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 73 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §29, 35 Stat. 1094).

Reference in first paragraph to persons causing, pro-
curing, aiding or assisting was omitted as unnecessary
as such persons are made principals by section 2 of this
title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title”’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".
§496. Customs matters

Whoever forges, counterfeits or falsely alters
any writing made or required to be made in con-
nection with the entry or withdrawal of imports
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or collection of customs duties, or uses any such
writing knowing the same to be forged, counter-
feited or falsely altered, shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than three years,
or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 711; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §119 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §63, 35 Stat. 1100).

Section was rewritten to apply to all customs docu-
ments or writings. The Treasury Department advises
that certificates of entry are obsolete.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000"".

§497. Letters patent

Whoever falsely makes, forges, counterfeits, or
alters any letters patent granted or purporting
to have been granted by the President of the
United States; or

Whoever passes, utters, or publishes, or at-
tempts to pass, utter, or publish as genuine, any
such letters patent, knowing the same to be
forged, counterfeited or falsely altered—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 712; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 71 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §27, 35 Stat. 1094).

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"".

§498. Military or naval discharge certificates

Whoever forges, counterfeits, or falsely alters
any certificate of discharge from the military or
naval service of the United States, or uses, un-
lawfully possesses or exhibits any such certifi-
cate, knowing the same to be forged, counter-
feited, or falsely altered, shall be fined under
this title! or imprisoned not more than one
year, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 712; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940, ed., §136 (Mar. 4, 1917,
ch. 180, 39 Stat. 1182).

1See 1994 Amendment note below.
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