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1 See References in Text note below. 

(c) Whoever without lawful authority devel-
ops, possesses, or attempts or conspires to de-
velop or possess a radiological weapon, or 
threatens to use or uses a radiological weapon 
against any person within the United States, or 
a national of the United States while such na-
tional is outside of the United States or against 
any property that is owned, leased, funded, or 
used by the United States, whether that prop-
erty is within or outside of the United States, 
shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for 
life. 

(d) As used in this section—
(1) ‘‘nuclear weapons program’’ means a pro-

gram or plan for the development, acquisition, 
or production of any nuclear weapon or weap-
ons; 

(2) ‘‘weapons of mass destruction program’’ 
means a program or plan for the development, 
acquisition, or production of any weapon or 
weapons of mass destruction (as defined in sec-
tion 2332a(c)); 

(3) ‘‘foreign terrorist power’’ means a ter-
rorist organization designated under section 
219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act, or 
a state sponsor of terrorism designated under 
section 6(j) 1 of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 or section 620A of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961; and 

(4) ‘‘nuclear weapon’’ means any weapon 
that contains or uses nuclear material as de-
fined in section 831(f)(1).1

(Added Pub. L. 108–458, title VI, § 6803(c)(2), Dec. 
17, 2004, 118 Stat. 3768.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 

referred to in subsec. (d)(3), is classified to section 1189 

of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. 

Section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act of 1979, 

referred to in subsec. (d)(3), was classified to section 

4605(j) of Title 50, War and National Defense, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title XVII, § 1766(a), 

Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2232. For provisions similar to 

those of former section 4605(j) of Title 50, see section 

4813(c) of Title 50, as enacted by Pub. L. 115–232. 

Section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, re-

ferred to in subsec. (d)(3), is classified to section 2371 of 

Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

Section 831(f)(1), referred to in subsec. (d)(4), was re-

designated section 831(g)(1) by Pub. L. 114–23, title VIII, 

§ 812(d), June 2, 2015, 129 Stat. 312. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 832, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 

738; Sept. 6, 1960, Pub. L. 86–710, 74 Stat. 809, related to 

transportation of explosives, radioactive materials, 

etiologic agents, and other dangerous articles, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 96–129, title II, § 216(b), Nov. 30, 1979, 

93 Stat. 1015. 

[§§ 833 to 835. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–129, title II, 
§ 216(b), Nov. 30, 1979, 93 Stat. 1015] 

Section 833, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 739; 

Sept. 6, 1960, Pub. L. 86–710, 74 Stat. 810, related to 

marking of packages containing explosives and other 

dangerous articles. 

Section 834, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 739; 

Sept. 6, 1960, Pub. L. 86–710, 74 Stat. 810, related to for-

mulation of regulations by Interstate Commerce Com-

mission regarding transportation of explosives and 

other dangerous articles within United States. 

Section 835, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 739; 

Sept. 6, 1960, Pub. L. 86–710, 74 Stat. 811; Oct. 15, 1970, 

Pub. L. 91–452, title II, § 222, 84 Stat. 929; Oct. 17, 1978, 

Pub. L. 95–473, § 2(a)(1)(B), 92 Stat. 1464, authorized 

Interstate Commerce Commission to administer, exe-

cute and enforce all provisions of sections 831 to 835 of 

this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Pub. L. 96–129, title II, § 218, Nov. 30, 1979, 93 Stat. 1015, 

provided a savings provision for orders, determinations, 

rules, regulations, permits, contracts, certificates, li-

censes, and privileges issued, made, granted, or allowed 

to become effective under former sections 831 to 835 of 

this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–272, § 7(b), July 

5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1379. 

§ 836. Transportation of fireworks into State pro-
hibiting sale or use 

Whoever, otherwise than in the course of con-
tinuous interstate transportation through any 
State, transports fireworks into any State, or 
delivers them for transportation into any State, 
or attempts so to do, knowing that such fire-
works are to be delivered, possessed, stored, 
transshipped, distributed, sold, or otherwise 
dealt with in a manner or for a use prohibited by 
the laws of such State specifically prohibiting or 
regulating the use of fireworks, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both. 

This section shall not apply to a common or 
contract carrier or to international or domestic 
water carriers engaged in interstate commerce 
or to the transportation of fireworks into a 
State for the use of Federal agencies in the car-
rying out or the furtherance of their operations. 

In the enforcement of this section, the defini-
tions of fireworks contained in the laws of the 
respective States shall be applied. 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘State’’ in-
cludes the several States, Territories, and pos-
sessions of the United States, and the District of 
Columbia. 

This section shall be effective from and after 
July 1, 1954. 

(Added June 4, 1954, ch. 261, § 1, 68 Stat. 170; 
amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’ in first par.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

FIREWORKS FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES 

Act June 4, 1954, ch. 261, § 3, 68 Stat. 171, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this section] shall not be ef-

fective with respect to—

‘‘(1) the transportation of fireworks into any State 

or Territory for use solely for agricultural purposes, 

‘‘(2) the delivery of fireworks for transportation 

into any State or Territory for use solely for agricul-

tural purposes, or 

‘‘(3) any attempt to engage in any such transpor-

tation or delivery for use solely for agricultural pur-
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poses, until sixty days have elapsed after the com-

mencement of the next regular session of the legisla-

ture of such State or Territory which begins after the 

date of enactment of this Act [June 4, 1954].’’

[§ 837. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–452, title XI, 
§ 1106(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 960] 

Section, Pub. L. 86–449, title II, § 203, May 6, 1960, 74 

Stat. 87, related to illegal use or possession of explo-

sives and threats or false information concerning at-

tempts to damage or destroy real or personal property 

by fire or explosives. See section 844 of this title.

CHAPTER 40—IMPORTATION, MANUFAC-
TURE, DISTRIBUTION AND STORAGE OF 
EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS 

Sec. 

841. Definitions. 
842. Unlawful acts. 
843. Licenses and user permits. 
844. Penalties. 
845. Exceptions; relief from disabilities. 
846. Additional powers of the Attorney General. 
847. Rules and regulations. 
848. Effect on State law.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–296, title XI, § 1112(e)(3), Nov. 25, 

2002, 116 Stat. 2276, substituted ‘‘Attorney General’’ for 

‘‘Secretary’’ in item 846. 
1990—Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV, § 3520, Nov. 29, 1990, 

104 Stat. 4923, substituted ‘‘Licenses’’ for ‘‘Licensing’’ 

in item 843. 
1970—Pub. L. 91–452, title XI, § 1102(a), Oct. 15, 1970, 84 

Stat. 952, added chapter 40 and items 841 to 848. 

§ 841. Definitions 

As used in this chapter—
(a) ‘‘Person’’ means any individual, corpora-

tion, company, association, firm, partnership, 
society, or joint stock company. 

(b) ‘‘Interstate’’ or foreign commerce means 
commerce between any place in a State and 
any place outside of that State, or within any 
possession of the United States (not including 
the Canal Zone) or the District of Columbia, 
and commerce between places within the same 
State but through any place outside of that 
State. ‘‘State’’ includes the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and 
the possessions of the United States (not in-
cluding the Canal Zone). 

(c) ‘‘Explosive materials’’ means explosives, 
blasting agents, and detonators. 

(d) Except for the purposes of subsections 
(d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i), and (j) of section 844 of 
this title, ‘‘explosives’’ means any chemical 
compound mixture, or device, the primary or 
common purpose of which is to function by ex-
plosion; the term includes, but is not limited 
to, dynamite and other high explosives, black 
powder, pellet powder, initiating explosives, 
detonators, safety fuses, squibs, detonating 
cord, igniter cord, and igniters. The Attorney 
General shall publish and revise at least annu-
ally in the Federal Register a list of these and 
any additional explosives which he determines 
to be within the coverage of this chapter. For 
the purposes of subsections (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), 
and (i) of section 844 of this title, the term 
‘‘explosive’’ is defined in subsection (j) of such 
section 844. 

(e) ‘‘Blasting agent’’ means any material or 
mixture, consisting of fuel and oxidizer, in-
tended for blasting, not otherwise defined as 
an explosive: Provided, That the finished prod-
uct, as mixed for use or shipment, cannot be 
detonated by means of a numbered 8 test 
blasting cap when unconfined. 

(f) ‘‘Detonator’’ means any device con-
taining a detonating charge that is used for 
initiating detonation in an explosive; the term 
includes, but is not limited to, electric blast-
ing caps of instantaneous and delay types, 
blasting caps for use with safety fuses and det-
onating-cord delay connectors. 

(g) ‘‘Importer’’ means any person engaged in 
the business of importing or bringing explo-
sive materials into the United States for pur-
poses of sale or distribution. 

(h) ‘‘Manufacturer’’ means any person en-
gaged in the business of manufacturing explo-
sive materials for purposes of sale or distribu-
tion or for his own use. 

(i) ‘‘Dealer’’ means any person engaged in 
the business of distributing explosive mate-
rials at wholesale or retail. 

(j) ‘‘Permittee’’ means any user of explosives 
for a lawful purpose, who has obtained either 
a user permit or a limited permit under the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(k) ‘‘Attorney General’’ means the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

(l) ‘‘Crime punishable by imprisonment for a 
term exceeding one year’’ shall not mean (1) 
any Federal or State offenses pertaining to 
antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, re-
straints of trade, or other similar offenses re-
lating to the regulation of business practices 
as the Attorney General may by regulation 
designate, or (2) any State offense (other than 
one involving a firearm or explosive) classified 
by the laws of the State as a misdemeanor and 
punishable by a term of imprisonment of two 
years or less. 

(m) ‘‘Licensee’’ means any importer, manu-
facturer, or dealer licensed under the provi-
sions of this chapter. 

(n) ‘‘Distribute’’ means sell, issue, give, 
transfer, or otherwise dispose of. 

(o) ‘‘Convention on the Marking of Plastic 
Explosives’’ means the Convention on the 
Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose 
of Detection, Done at Montreal on 1 March 
1991. 

(p) ‘‘Detection agent’’ means any one of the 
substances specified in this subsection when 
introduced into a plastic explosive or formu-
lated in such explosive as a part of the manu-
facturing process in such a manner as to 
achieve homogeneous distribution in the fin-
ished explosive, including—

(1) Ethylene glycol dinitrate (EGDN), 
C2H4(NO3)2, molecular weight 152, when the 
minimum concentration in the finished ex-
plosive is 0.2 percent by mass; 

(2) 2,3-Dimethyl-2,3-dinitrobutane (DMNB), 
C6H12(NO2)2, molecular weight 176, when the 
minimum concentration in the finished ex-
plosive is 0.1 percent by mass; 

(3) Para-Mononitrotoluene (p-MNT), 
C7H7NO2, molecular weight 137, when the 
minimum concentration in the finished ex-
plosive is 0.5 percent by mass; 
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