
Page 425 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 1726

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1723. Avoidance of postage by using lower class 
matter 

Matter of the second, third, or fourth class 
containing any writing or printing in addition 
to the original matter, other than as authorized 
by law, shall not be admitted to the mails, nor 
delivered, except upon payment of postage for 
matter of the first class, deducting therefrom 
any amount which may have been prepaid by 
stamps affixed, unless by direction of a duly au-
thorized officer of the Postal Service such post-
age shall be remitted. 

Whoever knowingly conceals or incloses any 
matter of a higher class in that of a lower class, 
and deposits the same for conveyance by mail, 
at a less rate than would be charged for such 
higher class matter, shall be fined under this 
title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 784; Pub. L. 91–375, 
§ 6(j)(31), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(B), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 351 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 221, 35 Stat. 1132). 

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-

ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘principal’’ 

in section 2 of this title. 

Minor verbal changes were made.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $100’’ in second par. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘a duly authorized of-

ficer of the Postal Service’’ for ‘‘Postmaster General’’ 

in first par.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1724. Postage on mail delivered by foreign ves-
sels 

Except as otherwise provided by treaty or con-
vention the Postal Service may require the 
transportation by any steamship of mail be-
tween the United States and any foreign port at 
the compensation fixed under authority of law. 
Upon refusal by the master or the commander of 
such steamship or vessel to accept the mail, 
when tendered by the Postal Service or its rep-
resentative, the collector or other officer of the 
port empowered to grant clearance, on notice of 
the refusal aforesaid, shall withhold clearance, 
until the collector or other officer of the port is 
informed by the Postal Service or its represent-
ative that the master or commander of the 
steamship or vessel has accepted the mail or 
that conveyance by his steamship or vessel is no 
longer required by the Postal Service. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 784; Sept. 25, 1951, 
ch. 413, § 1(4), 65 Stat. 336; Pub. L. 91–375, § 6(j)(32), 
Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 326 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 203, 35 Stat. 1127; Feb. 6, 1929, ch. 157, 45 Stat. 

1153).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘Postal Service’’ and 

‘‘Postal Service or its representative’’ for ‘‘Postmaster 

General’’ and ‘‘Postmaster General or his representa-

tive’’, respectively, in two places. 

1951—Act Sept. 25, 1951, repealed former first para-

graph relating to penalties for failure to pay postage on 

or unlawful conveyance of mail to or from any part of 

the United States by foreign vessels.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1725. Postage unpaid on deposited mail matter 

Whoever knowingly and willfully deposits any 
mailable matter such as statements of accounts, 
circulars, sale bills, or other like matter, on 
which no postage has been paid, in any letter 
box established, approved, or accepted by the 
Postal Service for the receipt or delivery of mail 
matter on any mail route with intent to avoid 
payment of lawful postage thereon, shall for 
each such offense be fined under this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 784; Pub. L. 91–375, 
§ 6(j)(33), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(F), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 321a (May 7, 1934, 

ch. 220, § 2, 48 Stat. 667). 

Reference to persons aiding or assisting was struck 

out as unnecessary since such persons are made prin-

cipals by section 2 of this title. 

Minor verbal changes were made.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $300’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘Postal Service’’ for 

‘‘Postmaster General’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1726. Postage collected unlawfully 

Whoever, being a postmaster or other person 
authorized to receive the postage of mail mat-
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