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§ 3006. Assignment of counsel—(Rule) 

SEE FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

Appointment by court, rule 44. 

Accused to be informed of right to counsel, rules 5 

and 44. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 814.) 

§ 3006A. Adequate representation of defendants 

(a) CHOICE OF PLAN.—Each United States dis-
trict court, with the approval of the judicial 
council of the circuit, shall place in operation 
throughout the district a plan for furnishing 
representation for any person financially unable 
to obtain adequate representation in accordance 
with this section. Representation under each 
plan shall include counsel and investigative, ex-
pert, and other services necessary for adequate 
representation. Each plan shall provide the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Representation shall be provided for any 
financially eligible person who—

(A) is charged with a felony or a Class A 
misdemeanor; 

(B) is a juvenile alleged to have committed 
an act of juvenile delinquency as defined in 
section 5031 of this title; 

(C) is charged with a violation of proba-
tion; 

(D) is under arrest, when such representa-
tion is required by law; 

(E) is charged with a violation of super-
vised release or faces modification, reduc-
tion, or enlargement of a condition, or ex-
tension or revocation of a term of supervised 
release; 

(F) is subject to a mental condition hear-
ing under chapter 313 of this title; 

(G) is in custody as a material witness; 
(H) is entitled to appointment of counsel 

under the sixth amendment to the Constitu-
tion; 

(I) faces loss of liberty in a case, and Fed-
eral law requires the appointment of coun-
sel; or 

(J) is entitled to the appointment of coun-
sel under section 4109 of this title.

(2) Whenever the United States magistrate 
judge or the court determines that the inter-
ests of justice so require, representation may 
be provided for any financially eligible person 
who—

(A) is charged with a Class B or C mis-
demeanor, or an infraction for which a sen-
tence to confinement is authorized; or 

(B) is seeking relief under section 2241, 
2254, or 2255 of title 28.

(3) Private attorneys shall be appointed in a 
substantial proportion of the cases. Each plan 
may include, in addition to the provisions for 
private attorneys, either of the following or 
both: 

(A) Attorneys furnished by a bar associa-
tion or a legal aid agency, 

(B) Attorneys furnished by a defender or-
ganization established in accordance with 
the provisions of subsection (g).

Prior to approving the plan for a district, the ju-
dicial council of the circuit shall supplement 

the plan with provisions for representation on 
appeal. The district court may modify the plan 
at any time with the approval of the judicial 
council of the circuit. It shall modify the plan 
when directed by the judicial council of the cir-
cuit. The district court shall notify the Admin-
istrative Office of the United States Courts of 
any modification of its plan. 

(b) APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL.—Counsel fur-
nishing representation under the plan shall be 
selected from a panel of attorneys designated or 
approved by the court, or from a bar association, 
legal aid agency, or defender organization fur-
nishing representation pursuant to the plan. In 
every case in which a person entitled to rep-
resentation under a plan approved under sub-
section (a) appears without counsel, the United 
States magistrate judge or the court shall ad-
vise the person that he has the right to be rep-
resented by counsel and that counsel will be ap-
pointed to represent him if he is financially un-
able to obtain counsel. Unless the person waives 
representation by counsel, the United States 
magistrate judge or the court, if satisfied after 
appropriate inquiry that the person is finan-
cially unable to obtain counsel, shall appoint 
counsel to represent him. Such appointment 
may be made retroactive to include any rep-
resentation furnished pursuant to the plan prior 
to appointment. The United States magistrate 
judge or the court shall appoint separate coun-
sel for persons having interests that cannot 
properly be represented by the same counsel, or 
when other good cause is shown. 

(c) DURATION AND SUBSTITUTION OF APPOINT-
MENTS.—A person for whom counsel is appointed 
shall be represented at every stage of the pro-
ceedings from his initial appearance before the 
United States magistrate judge or the court 
through appeal, including ancillary matters ap-
propriate to the proceedings. If at any time 
after the appointment of counsel the United 
States magistrate judge or the court finds that 
the person is financially able to obtain counsel 
or to make partial payment for the representa-
tion, it may terminate the appointment of coun-
sel or authorize payment as provided in sub-
section (f), as the interests of justice may dic-
tate. If at any stage of the proceedings, includ-
ing an appeal, the United States magistrate 
judge or the court finds that the person is finan-
cially unable to pay counsel whom he had re-
tained, it may appoint counsel as provided in 
subsection (b) and authorize payment as pro-
vided in subsection (d), as the interests of jus-
tice may dictate. The United States magistrate 
judge or the court may, in the interests of jus-
tice, substitute one appointed counsel for an-
other at any stage of the proceedings. 

(d) PAYMENT FOR REPRESENTATION.—
(1) HOURLY RATE.—Any attorney appointed 

pursuant to this section or a bar association or 
legal aid agency or community defender organi-
zation which has provided the appointed attor-
ney shall, at the conclusion of the representa-
tion or any segment thereof, be compensated at 
a rate not exceeding $60 per hour for time ex-
pended in court or before a United States mag-
istrate judge and $40 per hour for time reason-
ably expended out of court, unless the Judicial 
Conference determines that a higher rate of not 
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