VerDate Oct 09 2002

§2901 TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES Page 800

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 135 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1982, referred to in par. (1), is section 135 of Pub.
L. 97-253, title I, Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat. 772, which is set
out as a note under section 612c of Title 7, Agriculture.
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§2901. Overall and principal trade negotiating
objectives of the United States

(a) Overall trade negotiating objectives

The overall trade negotiating objectives of the
United States are to obtain—

(1) more open, equitable, and reciprocal mar-
ket access;

(2) the reduction or elimination of barriers
and other trade-distorting policies and prac-
tices; and

(3) a more effective system of international
trading disciplines and procedures.

(b) Principal trade negotiating objectives
(1) Dispute settlement

The principal negotiating objectives of the
United States with respect to dispute settle-
ment are—

(A) to provide for more effective and expe-
ditious dispute settlement mechanisms and
procedures; and

(B) to ensure that such mechanisms within
the GATT and GATT agreements provide for
more effective and expeditious resolution of
disputes and enable better enforcement of
United States rights.

(2) Improvement of the GATT and multilateral
trade negotiation agreements

The principal negotiating objectives of the
United States regarding the improvement of
GATT and multilateral trade negotiation
agreements are—

(A) to enhance the status of the GATT;

(B) to improve the operation and extend
the coverage of the GATT and such agree-
ments and arrangements to products, sec-
tors, and conditions of trade not adequately
covered; and

(C) to expand country participation in par-
ticular agreements or arrangements, where
appropriate.

(3) Transparency

The principal negotiating objective of the
United States regarding transparency is to ob-
tain broader application of the principle of
transparency and clarification of the costs and
benefits of trade policy actions through the
observance of open and equitable procedures in
trade matters by Contracting Parties to the
GATT.
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(4) Developing countries

The principal negotiating objectives of the
United States regarding developing countries
are—

(A) to ensure that developing countries
promote economic development by assuming
the fullest possible measure of responsibility
for achieving and maintaining an open inter-
national trading system by providing recip-
rocal benefits and assuming equivalent obli-
gations with respect to their import and ex-
port practices; and

(B) to establish procedures for reducing
nonreciprocal trade benefits for the more ad-
vanced developing countries.

(5) Current account surpluses

The principal negotiating objective of the
United States regarding current account sur-
pluses is to develop rules to address large and
persistent global current account imbalances
of countries, including imbalances which
threaten the stability of the international
trading system, by imposing greater responsi-
bility on such countries to undertake policy
changes aimed at restoring current account
equilibrium, including expedited implementa-
tion of trade agreements where feasible and
appropriate.

(6) Trade and monetary coordination

The principal negotiating objective of the
United States regarding trade and monetary
coordination is to develop mechanisms to as-
sure greater coordination, consistency, and co-
operation between international trade and
monetary systems and institutions.

(7) Agriculture

The principal negotiating objectives of the
United States with respect to agriculture are
to achieve, on an expedited basis to the max-
imum extent feasible, more open and fair con-
ditions of trade in agricultural commodities
by—

(A) developing, strengthening, and clari-
fying rules for agricultural trade, including
disciplines on restrictive or trade-distorting
import and export practices;

(B) increasing United States agricultural
exports by eliminating barriers to trade (in-
cluding transparent and nontransparent bar-
riers) and reducing or eliminating the sub-
sidization of agricultural production con-
sistent with the United States policy of agri-
cultural stabilization in cyclical and unpre-
dictable markets;

(C) creating a free and more open world ag-
ricultural trading system by resolving ques-
tions pertaining to export and other trade-
distorting subsidies, market pricing and
market access and eliminating and reducing
substantially other specific constraints to
fair trade and more open market access,
such as tariffs, quotas, and other nontariff
practices, including unjustified
phytosanitary and sanitary restrictions; and

(D) seeking agreements by which the
major agricultural exporting nations agree
to pursue policies to reduce excessive pro-
duction of agricultural commodities during
periods of oversupply, with due regard for
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