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with copies of the results of any testing con-
ducted by the Customs Service on the mer-
chandise and a description of the testing pro-
cedures and methodologies (unless such proce-
dures or methodologies are proprietary to the
holder of a copyright or patent or were devel-
oped by the Customs Service for enforcement
purposes). The results and test description
shall be in sufficient detail to permit the du-
plication and analysis of the testing and the
results.

(4) Seizure and forfeiture

If otherwise provided by law, detained mer-
chandise may be seized and forfeited.

(5) Effect of failure to make determination

(A) The failure by the Customs Service to
make a final determination with respect to
the admissibility of detained merchandise
within 30 days after the merchandise has been
presented for customs examination, or such
longer period if specifically authorized by law,
shall be treated as a decision of the Customs
Service to exclude the merchandise for pur-
poses of section 1514(a)(4) of this title.

(B) For purposes of section 1581 of title 28, a
protest against the decision to exclude the
merchandise which has not been allowed or de-
nied in whole or in part before the 30th day
after the day on which the protest was filed
shall be treated as having been denied on such
30th day.

(C) Notwithstanding section 2639 of title 28,
once an action respecting a detention is com-
menced, unless the Customs Service estab-
lishes by a preponderance of the evidence that
an admissibility decision has not been reached
for good cause, the court shall grant the ap-
propriate relief which may include, but is not
limited to, an order to cancel the detention
and release the merchandise.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §499, 46 Stat. 728;
June 25, 1938, ch. 679, §§15, 16(a), 52 Stat. 1084;
Pub. L. 91-271, title III, §301(k), June 2, 1970, 84
Stat. 289; Pub. L. 103-182, title VI, §613(a), Dec.
8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2171.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §499, 42
Stat. 965. That section was superseded by section 499 of
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act.

A prior provision prohibiting delivery of merchandise
liable to be inspected or appraised, until it had been in-
spected or appraised, or until the packages sent to be
inspected or appraised, should be found correctly
invoiced, and be so reported, with a further provision as
to the taking of bonds conditioned for delivery of the
merchandise, and the forfeiture of such bonds, was con-
tained in R.S. §2899.

Provisions substantially similar to those in this sec-
tion concerning the number of packages to be examined
(not including the provision for designation of a less
number by the Secretary of the Treasury) and con-
cerning packages found to contain articles not speci-
fied in the invoice, with a further provision for remis-
sion of the forfeiture, were contained in R.S. §2901.

A prior provision, concerning deficiencies somewhat
similar to that in this section, was contained in R.S.
§2921.

A special provision concerning the number of pack-
ages to be examined and appraised at the port of New
York was contained in R.S. §2939.
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A provision concerning returns by weighers, gaugers,
and measurers, was contained in R.S. §2890.

All of the foregoing sections of the Revised Statutes
were repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV,
§642, 42 Stat. 989.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-182 amended section generally, sub-
stituting present provisions for provisions which re-
quired imported merchandise to be inspected, exam-
ined, appraised, and reported by appropriate customs
officer to have been truly and correctly invoiced and
found to comply with requirements of laws of the
United States prior to release of such merchandise
from customs custody.

1970—Pub. L. 91-271 substituted references to appro-
priate customs officer or such officer for references to
collector or appraiser wherever appearing, and struck
out references to duties of appraiser.

1938—Act June 25, 1938, amended section generally
and among other changes inserted provision relating to
invalidity of appraisements made after effective date of
Customs Administrative Act of 1938.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 91-271,
see section 203 of Pub. L. 91-271, set out as a note under
section 1500 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1938 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act June 25, 1938, effective on thir-
tieth day following June 25, 1938, except as otherwise
specifically provided, see section 37 of act June 25, 1938,
set out as a note under section 1401 of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
567 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107-296 as of
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 114-125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L.
114-125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6.

Functions of all other officers of Department of the
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions,
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him
to authorize their performance or performance of any
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. July
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees.

EXISTING LLABORATORIES

Pub. L. 103-182, title VI, §613(b), Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat.
2174, which related to accreditation of private testing
laboratories, was repealed by Pub. L. 116-113, title VI,
§601, Jan. 29, 2020, 134 Stat. 78, effective on the date the
USMCA entered into force (July 1, 2020).

§1500. Appraisement, classification, and liquida-
tion procedure

The Customs Service shall, under rules and
regulations prescribed by the Secretary—

(a) fix the final appraisement of merchandise
by ascertaining or estimating the value there-
of, under section 1401a of this title, by all rea-
sonable ways and means in his power, any
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statement of cost or costs of production in any
invoice, affidavit, declaration, other document
to the contrary notwithstanding;

(b) fix the final classification and rate of
duty applicable to such merchandise;

(c) fix the final amount of duty to be paid on
such merchandise and determine any in-
creased or additional duties, taxes, and fees
due or any excess of duties, taxes, and fees de-
posited;

(d) liquidate the entry and reconciliation, if
any, of such merchandise; and

(e) give or transmit, pursuant to an elec-
tronic data interchange system, notice of such
liquidation to the importer, his consignee, or
agent in such form and manner as the Sec-
retary shall by regulation prescribe.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §500, 46 Stat. 729;
Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 887, §4(b), 70 Stat. 948; Pub. L.
91-271, title II, §204(a), June 2, 1970, 84 Stat. 283;
Pub. L. 96-39, title II, §202(a)(4), July 26, 1979, 93
Stat. 202; Pub. L. 103-182, title VI, §638, Dec. 8,
1993, 107 Stat. 2203.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §500, 42
Stat. 965. That section was superseded by section 500 of
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act.

Provisions dealing with the subject matter of subdivi-
sion (a) of this section were contained in act Oct. 3,
1913, ch. 16, §III, K, 38 Stat. 185, reenacting without
change the provisions of the Customs Administrative
Act of June 10, 1890, ch. 407, §10, 26 Stat. 136, as reen-
acted by the Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act of Aug. 5, 1909,
ch. 6, §28, 36 Stat. 97. A provision somewhat similar to
subdivision (a)(5) of this section was contained in sec-
tion III, M, of the 1913 act, the provisions of which were
substituted for provisions of the same nature contained
in section 13 of the Customs Administrative Act of
June 10, 1890, as amended by the Payne-Aldrich Tariff
Act of Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, §28, 36 Stat. 99. Said section
III of the 1913 act was repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch.
356, title IV, §643, 42 Stat. 989.

R.S. §§2609, 2610, relative to merchant appraisers,
were superseded by the provisions relating to apprais-
ers and appraisements in the Customs Administrative
Act of June 10, 1890, ch. 407, 26 Stat. 131, and later acts,
and were repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV,
§642, 42 Stat. 989.

R.S. §2902 prescribed the mode of appraisal of mer-
chandise, prior to repeal by the Customs Administra-
tive Act of June 10, 1890, ch. 407, §29, 26 Stat. 141.

R.S. §2911 required appraisers to adopt the value of
the best article in a package containing articles wholly
or in part of wool or cotton of similar kind but dif-
ferent quality, charged at an average price, and R.S.
§2912 related to appraisal of wool of different qualities
when imported in the same bale, bag, or package, and
of bales of different qualities when embraced in the
same invoice, prior to repeal by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch.
356, title IV, §642, 42 Stat. 989.

R.S. §2945 imposed a penalty on any merchant chosen
by the collector to make any appraisement required
under any act respecting imports and tonnage, who
should, after due notice, decline or neglect to assess at
such appraisement. This section was repealed by the
Customs Administrative Act of June 10, 1890, ch. 407,
§29, 26 Stat. 141, and was again repealed by act Sept. 21,
1922, ch. 356, title IV, §642, 42 Stat. 989.

R.S. §2946 related to the ascertainment of value at
ports where there were no appraisers, prior to repeal by
section 642 of the act of Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356.

A prior provision similar to subdivision (b) was con-
tained in act Oct. 3, 1913, ch. 16, §III, M, 38 Stat. 186, the
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provisions of which were substitutes for those of the
Customs Administrative Act of June 10, 1890, ch. 407,
§13, 26 Stat. 136, as amended by the Payne-Aldrich Tar-
iff Act of Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, §28, 36 Stat. 99. Section III,
M, was repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV,
§643, 42 Stat. 989.

An earlier provision on the subject was contained in
R.S. §2929, prior to repeal by Customs Administrative
Act of June 10, 1890, ch. 407, §29, 26 Stat. 141.

Somewhat similar to subdivision (d), R.S. §2943 pro-
vided that one of the assistant appraisers at the port of
New York should be detailed for the supervision of ex-
amination of merchandise damaged on the voyage of
importation, and to make examinations and appraisals
and to report, etc. It was repealed, with R.S. §2927,
which provided for appraisal of such goods, and other
sections, by the Customs Administrative Act of June
10, 1890, ch. 407, §29, 26 Stat. 141, reenacted and des-
ignated as section 28 by the Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act of
Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, §28, 36 Stat. 104.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-182, §638(1), substituted ‘‘The Cus-
toms Service” for ‘“The appropriate customs officer’ in
introductory provisions.

Subd. (a). Pub. L. 103-182, §638(2), substituted ‘‘fix the
final appraisement of”’ for ‘‘appraise’.

Subd. (b). Pub. L. 103-182, §638(3), substituted ‘‘fix the
final” for ‘‘ascertain the’’.

Subd. (¢). Pub. L. 103-182, §638(4), inserted ‘‘final”
after ‘“‘fix the’ and *‘, taxes, and fees’’ after ‘‘duties’ in
two places.

Subds. (d) and (e). Pub. L. 103-182, §638(5), amended
subds. (d) and (e) generally. Prior to amendment, subds.
(d) and (e) read as follows:

‘“(d) liguidate the entry of such merchandise; and

‘“(e) give notice of such liquidation to the importer,
his consignee, or agent in such form and manner as the
Secretary shall prescribe in such regulations.”

1979—Subd. (a). Pub. L. 96-39 substituted ‘Dby
ascertaining or estimating the value thereof, under sec-
tion 1401a of this title, by all reasonable ways and
means in his power, any statement of cost or costs of
production in any invoice, affidavit, declaration, or
other document” for ‘““in the unit of quantity in which
the merchandise is usually bought and sold by
ascertaining or estimating the value thereof by all rea-
sonable ways and means in his power, any statement of
cost or costs of production in any invoice, affidavit,
declaration, or other document’.

1970—Pub. L. 91-271 struck out ‘‘(a)”’ preceding first
sentence and, in such provisions, as so redesignated,
substituted provisions which set forth the customs
functions to be performed by the appropriate customs
officer for provisions which set forth the customs func-
tions to be performed by the appraiser, and struck out
subds. (b) to (f), which allocated specific customs func-
tions to appraisers, assistant and deputy appraisers,
and examiners, and authorized the designation of act-
ing appraisers where necessary.

1956—Subd. (f). Act Aug. 2, 1956, struck out ‘‘take the
oath,” before ‘‘perform all the duties’” in second sen-
tence, and struck out comma after ‘“‘perform all du-
ties”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1979 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-39 effective July 1, 1980, see
section 204(a) of Pub. L. 96-39, set out as a note under
section 1401a of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 91-271, title II, §203, June 2, 1970, 84 Stat. 283,
provided that: ‘“Titles II and III of this Act [see Short
Title of 1970 Amendment note set out under section 1654
of this title] shall take effect with respect to articles
entered, or withdrawn, from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after October 1, 1970, and such other articles
entered or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption
prior to such date, the appraisement of which has not
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become final before October 1, 1970, and for which an
appeal for reappraisement has not been timely filed
with the Bureau of Customs [now the United States
Customs Service] before October 1, 1970, or with respect
to which a protest has not been disallowed in whole or
in part before October 1, 1970.”

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107-296 as of
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 114-125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L.
114-125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6.

Functions of all officers of Department of the Treas-
ury and functions of all agencies and employees of such
Department transferred, with certain exceptions, to
Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him to
authorize their performance or performance of any of
his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and em-
ployees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. July
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees.

§1501. Voluntary reliquidations by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection

A liquidation made in accordance with section
1500 or 1504 of this title or any reliquidation
thereof made in accordance with this section
may be reliquidated in any respect by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, notwithstanding
the filing of a protest, within ninety days from
the date of the original liquidation. Notice of
such reliquidation shall be given or transmitted
in the manner prescribed with respect to origi-
nal liquidations under section 1500(e) of this
title.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §501, 46 Stat. 730;
June 25, 1938, ch. 679, §16(b), 52 Stat. 1084; June
25, 1948, ch. 646, §§25, 39, 62 Stat. 990, 992; Aug. 8,
1953, ch. 397, §18(c), 67 Stat. 517; Pub. L. 91-271,
title II, §205, June 2, 1970, 84 Stat. 283; Pub. L.
103-182, title VI, §639, Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2203;
Pub. L. 108-429, title II, §2107, Dec. 3, 2004, 118
Stat. 2598; Pub. L. 114-125, title IX, §911, Feb. 24,
2016, 130 Stat. 240.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §501, 42
Stat. 966. That section was superseded by section 501 of
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act.

Prior provisions for appeals to reappraisement and
for a further appeal to be assigned to a board of general
appraisers, with further provisions as to the fee to be
paid, the proceedings on appeal, and the conclusiveness
of decisions, were contained in act Oct. 3, 1913, ch. 16,
§III, M, 38 Stat. 186, prior to repeal by act Sept. 21, 1922,
ch. 356, title IV, §643, 42 Stat. 989.

The provisions of section III, M, of the 1913 act, were
substituted for provisions of the same nature made by
the Customs Administrative Act of June 10, 1890, ch.
407, §13, 26 Stat. 136, amended by the Payne-Aldrich
Tariff Act of Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, §28, 36 Stat. 99.

Provisions similar to some extent to those in section
13 of the Customs Administrative Act of 1890 were con-
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tained in R.S. §§2929, 2930, prior to repeal by section 29
of that Act.

R.S. §2950 provided that the certificate of the ap-
praiser should be deemed to be the appraisement. It
was superseded by the provisions relating to appraisers
made by the Customs Administrative Act of June 10,
1890, ch. 407, §13, amended by the Payne-Aldrich Tariff
Act of Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, §28, and the Underwood Tariff
Act of Oct. 3, 1913, ch. 16, §III, M, 38 Stat. 186, and was
repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §642, 42
Stat. 989.

AMENDMENTS

2016—Pub. L. 114-125, in section catchline, substituted
‘“U.S. Customs and Border Protection” for ‘‘the Cus-
toms Service” and, in text, substituted “U.S. Customs
and Border Protection’ for ‘‘the Customs Service” and
‘‘of the original liquidation’ for ‘‘on which notice of
the original liquidation is given or transmitted to the
importer, his consignee or agent’’.

2004—Pub. L. 108-429 inserted ‘‘or 1504 after ‘‘section
1500”" in first sentence.

1993—Pub. L. 103-182, in section catchline, inserted
“by the Customs Service” after ‘‘reliquidations’ and,
in text, substituted ‘‘the Customs Service’ for ‘‘the ap-
propriate customs officer on his own initiative’ and in-
serted ‘‘or transmitted’’ after ‘‘given’ in two places.

1970—Pub. L. 91-271 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions authorizing a reliquidation in any
respect by the appropriate customs officer on his own
initiative for a liquidation made in accordance with
section 1500 of this title or any reliquidation thereof
made in accordance with this section for provisions set-
ting forth the procedure for an appeal for a reappraise-
ment by the collector or the consignee.

1953—Subsec. (a). Act. Aug. 8, 1953, inserted cl. (3) and
‘“‘including all determinations entering into the same,”
in second sentence, and struck out third sentence
which provided that ‘“No such appeal filed by the con-
signee or his agent shall be deemed valid, unless he has
complied with all the provisions of this chapter relat-
ing to the entry and appraisement of such merchan-
dise’.

1948—Subsec. (a). Act June 25, 1948, struck out fourth
sentence and substituted new fourth sentence, and re-
pealed the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth sentences
dealing with review by Customs Court of
Reappraisements of this material. See section 1582 of
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

Subsecs. (b) and (c), relating to practice and proce-
dure in Customs Court, were repealed by Act June 25,
1948. See sections 2631 to 2637 of Title 28, Judiciary and
Judicial Procedure.

1938—Act June 25, 1938, designated paragraphs as sub-
secs. (a) and (b) and added subsec. (c).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 108-429 applicable to merchan-
dise entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the 15th day after Dec. 3, 2004, see
section 2108 of Pub. L. 108-429, set out as a note under
section 1401 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 91-271,
see section 203 of Pub. L. 91-271, set out as a note under
section 1500 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1953 AMENDMENT; SAVINGS
PROVISION

Amendment by act Aug. 8, 1953, effective on and after
thirtieth day following Aug. 8, 1953, and savings provi-
sion, see notes set out under section 1304 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT

Act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, §38, 62 Stat. 992, provided
that the amendment made by that act is effective Sept.
1, 1948.
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