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102-325, except as otherwise provided, see section 5(a) of
Pub. L. 103-208, set out as a note under section 1051 of
this title.

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-82 effective Oct. 1, 1993,
see section 123 of Pub. L. 103-82, set out as a note under
section 1701 of Title 16, Conservation.

INFORMATION ON BENEFITS TO RURAL SCHOOL
DISTRICTS

Pub. L. 108-409, §3(c), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2302, pro-
vided that: ‘“The Secretary shall—

‘(1) notify local educational agencies eligible to
participate in the Small Rural Achievement Program
authorized under subpart 1 of part B of title VI [now
V] of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 7345 et seq.] of the benefits available
under the amendments made by this section [amend-
ing this section and section 1087j of this title]; and

‘“(2) encourage such agencies to notify their teach-
ers of such benefits.”

§1078-11. Loan forgiveness for service in areas of
national need

(a) Program authorized
(1) Loan forgiveness authorized

The Secretary shall forgive, in accordance
with this section, the qualified loan amount
described in subsection (c¢) of the student loan
obligation of a borrower who—

(A) is employed full-time in an area of na-
tional need, as described in subsection (b);
and

(B) is not in default on a loan for which
the borrower seeks forgiveness.

(2) Method of loan forgiveness

To provide loan forgiveness under paragraph
(1), the Secretary is authorized to carry out a
program—

(A) through the holder of the loan, to as-
sume the obligation to repay a qualified loan
amount for a loan made, insured, or guaran-
teed under this part (other than an excepted
PLUS loan or an excepted consolidation loan
(as such terms are defined in section 1098e(a)
of this title)); and

(B) to cancel a qualified loan amount for a
loan made under part D of this subchapter
(other than an excepted PLUS loan or an ex-
cepted consolidation loan).

(3) Regulations

The Secretary is authorized to issue such
regulations as may be necessary to carry out
this section.

(b) Areas of national need

For purposes of this section, an individual is
employed in an area of national need if the indi-
vidual meets the requirements of one of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Early childhood educators

The individual is employed full-time as an
early childhood educator.
(2) Nurses
The individual is employed full-time—
(A) as a nurse in a clinical setting; or
(B) as a member of the nursing faculty at
an accredited school of nursing (as those
terms are defined in section 296 of title 42).
(3) Foreign language specialists
The individual—

TITLE 20—EDUCATION

§1078-11

(A) has obtained a baccalaureate or ad-
vanced degree in a critical foreign language;
and

(B) is employed full-time—

(i) in an elementary school or secondary
school as a teacher of a critical foreign
language;

(ii) in an agency of the United States
Government in a position that regularly
requires the use of such critical foreign
language; or

(iii) in an institution of higher education
as a faculty member or instructor teach-
ing a critical foreign language.

(4) Librarians

The individual is employed full-time as a li-
brarian in—

(A) a public library that serves a geo-
graphic area within which the public schools
have a combined average of 30 percent or
more of the schools’ total student enroll-
ments composed of children meeting a meas-
ure of poverty under section 6313(a)(5) of this
title; or

(B) a school that qualifies under section
1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title for loan cancella-
tion for Perkins loan recipients who teach in
such a school.

(5) Highly qualified teachers serving students
who are limited English proficient, low-in-
come communities, and underrepresented
populations

The individual—

(A) is highly qualified, as such term is de-
fined in section 91011 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C.
7801]; and

(B) is employed full-time—

(i) as a teacher educating students who
are limited English proficient;

(ii) as a teacher in a school that qualifies
under section 1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title
for loan cancellation for Perkins loan re-
cipients who teach in such a school;

(iii) as a teacher and is an individual
from an underrepresented population in
the teaching profession, as determined by
the Secretary; or

(iv) as a teacher in an educational serv-
ice agency, as such term is defined in sec-
tion 7801 of this title.

(6) Child welfare workers

The individual—

(A) has obtained a degree in social work or
a related field with a focus on serving chil-
dren and families; and

(B) is employed full-time in public or pri-
vate child welfare services.

(7) Speech-language pathologists and audiol-
ogists
The individual—

(A) is employed full-time as a speech-lan-
guage pathologist or audiologist in an eligi-
ble preschool program or a school that quali-
fies under section 1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title
for loan cancellation for Perkins loan recipi-
ents who teach in such a school; and

1See References in Text note below.
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(B) has, at a minimum, a graduate degree
in speech-language pathology, audiology, or
communication sciences and disorders.

(8) School counselors

The individual—

(A) is employed full-time as a school coun-
selor who has documented competence in
counseling children and adolescents in a
school setting and who—

(i) is licensed by the State or certified by
an independent professional regulatory au-
thority;

(ii) in the absence of such State licen-
sure or certification, possesses national
certification in school counseling or a spe-
cialty of counseling granted by an inde-
pendent professional organization; or

(iii) holds a minimum of a master’s de-
gree in school counseling from a program
accredited by the Council for Accredita-
tion of Counseling and Related Edu-
cational Programs or the equivalent; and

(B) is so employed in a school that quali-
fies under section 1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title
for loan cancellation for Perkins loan recipi-
ents who teach in such a school.

(9) Public sector employees

The individual is employed full-time in—

(A) public safety (including as a first re-
sponder, firefighter, police officer, or other
law enforcement or public safety officer);

(B) emergency management (including as
an emergency medical technician);

(C) public health (including full-time pro-
fessionals engaged in health care practi-
tioner occupations and health care support
occupations, as such terms are defined by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics); or

(D) public interest legal services (including
prosecution, public defense, or legal advo-
cacy in low-income communities at a non-
profit organization).

(10) Nutrition professionals

The individual—

(A) is a licensed, certified, or registered di-
etician who has completed a degree in a rel-
evant field; and

(B) is employed full-time as a dietician
with an agency of the special supplemental
nutrition program for women, infants, and
children under section 1786 of title 42.

(11) Medical specialists

The individual—

(A) has received a degree from a medical
school at an institution of higher education;
and

(B) has been accepted to, or currently par-
ticipates in, a full-time graduate medical
education training program or fellowship (or
both) to provide health care services (as rec-
ognized by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education) that—

(i) requires more than five years of total
graduate medical training; and

(ii) has fewer United States medical
school graduate applicants than the total
number of positions available in such pro-
gram or fellowship.
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(12) Mental health professionals

The individual—
(A) has not less than a master’s degree in
social work, psychology, or psychiatry; and
(B) is employed full-time providing mental
health services to children, adolescents, or
veterans.

(13) Dentists

The individual—

(A)(i) has received a degree from an ac-
credited dental school (as accredited by the
Commission on Dental Accreditation);

(ii) has completed residency training in pe-
diatric dentistry, general dentistry, or den-
tal public health; and

(iii) is employed full-time as a dentist; or

(B) is employed full-time as a member of
the faculty at a program or school accred-
ited by the Commission on Dental Accredi-
tation.

(14) STEM employees

The individual is employed full-time in ap-
plied sciences, technology, engineering, or
mathematics.

(15) Physical therapists

The individual—

(A) is a physical therapist; and

(B) is employed full-time providing phys-
ical therapy services to children, adoles-
cents, or veterans.

(16) Superintendents, principals, and other ad-
ministrators

The individual is employed full-time as a
school superintendent, principal, or other ad-
ministrator in a local educational agency, in-
cluding in an educational service agency, in
which 30 percent or more of the schools are
schools that qualify under section
1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title for loan cancella-
tion for Perkins loan recipients who teach in
such a school.

(17) Occupational therapists

The individual is an occupational therapist
and is employed full-time providing occupa-
tional therapy services to children, adoles-
cents, or veterans.

(18) Allied health professionals

The individual is employed full-time as an
allied health professional—
(A) in a Federal, State, local, or tribal
public health agency; or
(B) in a setting where patients might re-
quire health care services, including acute
care facilities, ambulatory care facilities,
personal residences and other settings lo-
cated in health professional shortage areas,
medically underserved areas, or medically
underserved populations, as recognized by
the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

(c) Qualified loan amount

(1) In general

Subject to paragraph (2), for each school,
academic, or calendar year of full-time em-
ployment in an area of national need described
in subsection (b) that a borrower completes on
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or after August 14, 2008, the Secretary shall
forgive not more than $2,000 of the student
loan obligation of the borrower that is out-
standing after the completion of each such
school, academic, or calendar year of employ-
ment, respectively.

(2) Maximum amount

The Secretary shall not forgive more than
$10,000 in the aggregate for any borrower under
this section, and no borrower shall receive
loan forgiveness under this section for more
than five years of service.

(d) Priority

The Secretary shall grant loan forgiveness
under this section on a first-come, first-served
basis, and subject to the availability of appro-
priations.

(e) Rule of construction

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
authorize the refunding of any repayment of a
loan.

() Ineligibility for double benefits

No borrower may, for the same service, receive
a reduction of loan obligations under both this
section and section 1078-10, 1078-12, 1087e(m), or
1087j of this title.

(g) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Allied health professional

The term ‘‘allied health professional’” means
an allied health professional as defined in sec-
tion 295p(5) of title 42 who—

(A) has graduated and received an allied
health professions degree or certificate from
an institution of higher education; and

(B) is employed with a Federal, State,
local or tribal public health agency, or in a
setting where patients might require health
care services, including acute care facilities,
ambulatory care facilities, personal resi-
dences and other settings located in health
professional shortage areas, medically un-
derserved areas, or medically underserved
populations, as recognized by the Secretary
of Health and Human Services.

(2) Audiologist

The term ‘‘audiologist’” means an individual
who—

(A) has received, at a minimum, a grad-
uate degree in audiology from an institution
of higher education accredited by an agency
or association recognized by the Secretary
pursuant to section 1099b(a) of this title; and

(B)(1) provides audiology services under
subsection (I1)(2) of section 1395x of title 42;
or

(ii) meets or exceeds the qualifications for
a qualified audiologist under subsection
(11)(4) of such section.

(3) Early childhood educator

The term ‘‘early childhood educator’ means
an individual who—

(A) works directly with children in an eli-
gible preschool program or eligible early
childhood education program in a low-in-
come community;
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(B) is involved directly in the care, devel-
opment, and education of infants, toddlers,
or young children age five and under; and

(C) has completed a baccalaureate or ad-
vanced degree in early childhood develop-
ment or early childhood education, or in a
field related to early childhood education.

(4) Eligible preschool program

The term ‘‘eligible preschool program’’
means a program that—

(A) provides for the care, development, and
education of infants, toddlers, or young chil-
dren age five and under;

(B) meets any applicable State or local
government licensing, certification, ap-
proval, and registration requirements, and

(C) is operated by—

(i) a public or private school that is sup-
ported, sponsored, supervised, or adminis-
tered by a local educational agency;

(ii) a Head Start agency serving as a
grantee designated under the Head Start
Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.);

(iii) a nonprofit or community based or-
ganization; or

(iv) a child care program, including a
home.

(5) Eligible early childhood education program

The term ‘‘eligible early childhood edu-
cation program’ means—

(A) a family child care program, center-
based child care program, State prekinder-
garten program, school program, or other
out-of-home early childhood development
care program, that—

(i) is licensed or regulated by the State;
and

(ii) serves two or more unrelated chil-
dren who are not old enough to attend kin-
dergarten;

(B) a Head Start Program carried out
under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et
seq.); or

(C) an BEarly Head Start Program carried
out under section 645A of the Head Start Act
(42 U.S.C. 9840a).

(6) Low-income community

The term ‘‘low-income community’ means a
school attendance area (as defined in section
6313(a)(2)(A) of this title)—

(A) in which 70 percent of households earn
less than 85 percent of the State median
household income; or

(B) that includes a school that qualifies
under section 1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title for
loan cancellation for Perkins loan recipients
who teach in such a school.

(7) Nurse

The term ‘‘nurse’ means a nurse who meets
all of the following:
(A) The nurse graduated from—

(i) an accredited school of nursing (as
those terms are defined in section 296 of
title 42);

(ii) a nursing center; or

(iii) an academic health center that pro-
vides nurse training.

(B) The nurse holds a valid and unre-
stricted license to practice nursing in the
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State in which the nurse practices in a clin-
ical setting.

(C) The nurse holds one or more of the fol-
lowing:

(i) A graduate degree in nursing, or an
equivalent degree.

(ii) A nursing degree from a collegiate
school of nursing (as defined in section 296
of title 42).

(iii) A nursing degree from an associate
degree school of nursing (as defined in
such section).

(iv) A nursing degree from a diploma
school of nursing (as defined in such sec-
tion).

(8) Occupational therapist

The term ‘‘occupational therapist’” means
an individual who—

(A) has received, at a minimum, a bacca-
laureate degree in occupational therapy
from an institution of higher education ac-
credited by an agency or association recog-
nized by the Secretary pursuant to section
1099b(a) of this title; and

(B)(1) provides occupational therapy serv-
ices under section 13956x(g) of title 42; or

(ii) meets or exceeds the qualifications for
a qualified occupational therapist, as deter-
mined by State law.

(9) Physical therapist

The term ‘‘physical therapist’”” means an in-
dividual who—

(A) has received, at a minimum, a grad-
uate degree in physical therapy from an in-
stitution of higher education accredited by
an agency or association recognized by the
Secretary pursuant to section 1099b(a) of
this title; and

(B)(i) provides physical therapy services
under section 1395x(p) of title 42; or

(ii) meets or exceeds the qualifications for
a qualified physical therapist, as determined
by State law.

(10) Speech-language pathologist

The term ‘‘speech-language pathologist”
means a speech-language pathologist who—

(A) has received, at a minimum, a grad-
uate degree in speech-language pathology or
communication sciences and disorders from
an institution of higher education accredited
by an agency or association recognized by
the Secretary pursuant to section 1099b(a) of
this title; and

(B) provides speech-language pathology
services under section 1395x(I1)(1) of title 42,
or meets or exceeds the qualifications for a
qualified speech-language pathologist under
subsection (I1)(4) of such section.

(h) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five
succeeding fiscal years to provide loan forgive-
ness in accordance with this section.

(Pub. L. 89-329, title IV, §428K, as added Pub. L.
105-244, title IV, §425, Oct. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1699;
amended Pub. L. 110-315, title IV, §430, Aug. 14,
2008, 122 Stat. 3236; Pub. L. 111-39, title IV,
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§402(f)(7), July 1, 2009, 123 Stat. 1944; Pub. L.
111-148, title V, §5205(b), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat.
611; Pub. L. 114-95, title IX, §9215(00)(8), Dec. 10,
2015, 129 Stat. 2180.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965, referred to in subsec. (b)(5)(A), was
amended by Pub. L. 114-95 and, as so amended, is now
section 8101 of the Act and no longer defines ‘‘highly
qualified”’. A reference in this section to the term
“‘highly qualified’” as defined in section 9101 of the Act
is to be treated as a reference to such term under such
section 9101 as in effect on the day before the date of
enactment of Pub. L. 114-95. See section 9214(a)(1) of
Pub. L. 114-95, set out as a Use of the Term ‘‘Highly
Qualified”” in Other Laws note under section 1070g-2 of
this title.

The Head Start Act, referred to in subsec.
(2)(4)(C)(ii), (B)(B), is subchapter B (§635 et seq.) of
chapter 8 of subtitle A of title VI of Pub. L. 97-35, Aug.
13, 1981, 95 Stat. 499, which is classified generally to
subchapter II (§9831 et seq.) of chapter 105 of Title 42,
The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 9801 of Title 42 and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (D)(B)(B)(EV). Pub. L. 114-95,
§9215(00)(8)(A), made technical amendment to reference
in original act which appears in text as reference to
section 7801 of this title.

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 114-95, §9215(00)(8)(B), added
par. (8) and struck out former par. (8). Prior to amend-
ment, text read as follows: ‘“The individual is employed
full-time as a school counselor (as such term is defined
in section 7245(e) of this title), in a school that qualifies
under section 1087ee(a)(2)(A) of this title for loan can-
cellation for Perkins loan recipients who teach in such
a school.”

2010—Subsec. (b)(18). Pub. L. 111-148, §5205(b)(1), added
par. (18).

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111-148, §5205(b)(2), added par. (1)
and redesignated former pars. (1) to (9) as (2) to (10), re-
spectively.

2009—Subsec. (2)(9)(B). Pub. L. 111-39 substituted
‘‘under subsection (II)(4) of such section” for ‘‘under
subsection (11)(3) of such section’’.

2008—Pub. L. 110-315 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section related to loan forgiveness for
child care providers.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-95 effective Dec. 10, 2015,
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub.
L. 114-95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this
title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-39 effective as if enacted
on the date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-315 (Aug. 14,
2008), see section 3 of Pub. L. 111-39, set out as a note
under section 1001 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1998, except as otherwise pro-
vided in Pub. L. 105-244, see section 3 of Pub. L. 105-244,
set out as an Effective Date of 1998 Amendment note
under section 1001 of this title.

ALLIED HEALTH WORKFORCE RECRUITMENT AND
RETENTION PROGRAMS

Pub. L. 111-148, title V, §5205(a), Mar. 23, 2010, 124
Stat. 611, provided that: ‘“The purpose of this section
[amending this section] is to assure an adequate supply
of allied health professionals to eliminate critical al-
lied health workforce shortages in Federal, State,
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local, and tribal public health agencies or in settings
where patients might require health care services, in-
cluding acute care facilities, ambulatory care facili-
ties, personal residences and other settings, as recog-
nized by the Secretary of Health and Human Services
by authorizing an Allied Health Loan Forgiveness Pro-
gram.”’

[For definition of ‘‘Allied Health Loan Forgiveness
Program” as used in section 5205(a) of Pub. L. 111-148,
set out above, see section 5002(a) of Pub. L. 111-148, set
out as a note under section 294q of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare.]

§1078-12. Loan repayment for civil legal assist-
ance attorneys

(a) Purpose

The purpose of this section is to encourage
qualified individuals to enter and continue em-
ployment as civil legal assistance attorneys.

(b) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Civil legal assistance attorney

The term ‘‘civil legal assistance attorney”
means an attorney who—
(A) is a full-time employee of—

(i) a nonprofit organization that provides
legal assistance with respect to civil mat-
ters to low-income individuals without a
fee; or

(ii) a protection and advocacy system or
client assistance program that provides
legal assistance with respect to civil mat-
ters and receives funding under—

(I) subtitle C of title I of the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill
of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15041 et
seq.);

(IT) section 732 or 794e of title 29;

(ITT) part A of title I of the Protection
and Advocacy for Individuals with Men-
tal Illness Act (42 U.S.C. 10801 et seq.);

(IV) section 3004 of title 29;

(V) section 1320b-21 of title 42;

(VI) section 300d-53 of title 42; or

(VII) section 21061 of title 52;

(B) as such employee, provides civil legal
assistance as described in subparagraph (A)
on a full-time basis; and

(C) is continually licensed to practice law.

(2) Student loan
(A) In general

Except as provided in subparagraph (B),
the term ‘“‘student loan’ means—

(i) subject to clause (ii), a loan made, in-
sured, or guaranteed under this part, part
D, or part E; and

(ii) a loan made under section 1078-3 or
1087e(g) of this title, to the extent that
such loan was used to repay—

(I) a Federal Direct Stafford Loan, a
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford
Loan, or a Federal Direct PLUS Loan;

(IT) a loan made under section 1078,
1078-2, or 1078-8 of this title; or

(ITIT) a loan made under part E.

(B) Exclusion of parent plus loans

The term ‘‘student loan’ does not include
any of the following loans:
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(i) A loan made to the parents of a de-
pendent student under section 1078-2 of
this title.

(ii) A Federal Direct PLUS Loan made to
the parents of a dependent student.

(iii) A loan made under section 1078-3 or
1087e(g) of this title, to the extent that
such loan was used to repay—

(I) a loan made to the parents of a de-
pendent student under section 1078-2 of
this title; or

(IT) a Federal Direct PLUS Loan made
to the parents of a dependent student.

(c) Program authorized

From amounts appropriated under subsection
(i) for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall carry
out a program of assuming the obligation to
repay a student loan, by direct payments on be-
half of a borrower to the holder of such loan, in
accordance with subsection (d), for any borrower
who—

(1) is employed as a civil legal assistance at-
torney; and
(2) is not in default on a loan for which the
borrower seeks repayment.
(d) Terms of agreement
(1) In general

To be eligible to receive repayment benefits
under subsection (c), a borrower shall enter
into a written agreement with the Secretary
that specifies that—

(A) the borrower will remain employed as
a civil legal assistance attorney for a re-
quired period of service of not less than
three years, unless involuntarily separated
from that employment;

(B) if the borrower is involuntarily sepa-
rated from employment on account of mis-
conduct, or voluntarily separates from em-
ployment, before the end of the period speci-
fied in the agreement, the borrower will
repay the Secretary the amount of any bene-
fits received by such employee under this
agreement;

(C) if the borrower is required to repay an
amount to the Secretary under subpara-
graph (B) and fails to repay such amount, a
sum equal to that amount shall be recover-
able by the Federal Government from the
employee by such methods as are provided
by law for the recovery of amounts owed to
the Federal Government;

(D) the Secretary may waive, in whole or
in part, a right of recovery under this sub-
section if it is shown that recovery would be
contrary to the public interest; and

(E) the Secretary shall make student loan
payments under this section for the period of
the agreement, subject to the availability of
appropriations.

(2) Repayments

(A) In general

Any amount repaid by, or recovered from,
an individual under this subsection shall be
credited to the appropriation account from
which the amount involved was originally
paid.

(B) Merger

Any amount credited under subparagraph

(A) shall be merged with other sums in such
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