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1 See References in Text note below. 

partments and agencies from which functions or 
offices have been transferred to the Secretary or 
the Department, and funds appropriated to such 
functions or offices for such period of time as 
may reasonably be needed to facilitate the or-
derly implementation of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 511, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 
695.)
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§ 3601. Congressional statement of findings and 
purposes 

(a) The Congress finds that—
(1) exposure to asbestos fibers has been iden-

tified over a long period of time and by rep-
utable medical and scientific evidence as sig-
nificantly increasing the incidence of cancer 
and other severe or fatal diseases, such as as-
bestosis; 

(2) medical evidence has suggested that chil-
dren may be particularly vulnerable to envi-
ronmentally induced cancers; 

(3) medical science has not established any 
minimum level of exposure to asbestos fibers 
which is considered to be safe to individuals 
exposed to the fibers; 

(4) substantial amounts of asbestos, particu-
larly in sprayed form, have been used in school 
buildings, especially during the period 1946 
through 1972; 

(5) partial surveys in some States have indi-
cated that (A) in a number of school buildings 
materials containing asbestos fibers have be-
come damaged or friable, causing asbestos fi-
bers to be dislodged into the air, and (B) asbes-
tos concentrations far exceeding normal ambi-
ent air levels have been found in school build-
ings containing such damaged materials; 

(6) the presence in school buildings of friable 
or easily damaged asbestos creates an unwar-
ranted hazard to the health of the school chil-
dren and school employees who are exposed to 
such materials; 

(7) the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Environmental Protection 
Agency, as well as several States, have at-
tempted to publicize the potential hazards to 
school children and employees from exposure 
to asbestos fibers, but there is no systematic 
program for identifying hazardous conditions 
in schools or for remedying those conditions; 

(8) because there is no Federal health stand-
ard regulating the concentration of asbestos 
fibers in noncommercial workplace environ-
ments such as schools, school employees and 
students may be exposed to hazardous con-

centrations of asbestos fibers in the school 
buildings which they use each day; 

(9) without an improved program of informa-
tion distribution, technical and scientific as-
sistance, and financial support, many local 
educational agencies and States will not be 
able to mitigate the potential asbestos haz-
ards in their schools; and 

(10) the effective regulation of interstate 
commerce for the protection of the public 
health requires the establishment of programs 
under this chapter to identify and mitigate 
hazards from exposure to asbestos fibers and 
materials emitting such fibers.

(b) It is the purpose of this chapter to—
(1) direct the Secretary of Education to es-

tablish a task force to assist States and local 
educational agencies to ascertain the extent of 
the danger to the health of school children and 
employees from asbestos materials in schools; 

(2) require States receiving administrative 
funds for any applicable program (as defined 
under section 1221(c)(1)(A) 1 of this title) to 
prepare a plan describing the manner in which 
information relating to programs established 
under this chapter shall be distributed to local 
educational agencies; 

(3) provide scientific, technical, and finan-
cial assistance to State educational agencies 
and local educational agencies to enable them 
to conduct an asbestos detection program to 
identify asbestos hazards in schools; 

(4) provide loans to local educational agen-
cies for the mitigation of asbestos hazards 
which constitute an imminent hazard to the 
health and safety of school children and em-
ployees; and 

(5) assure that no employee of any local edu-
cational agency suffers any disciplinary action 
as a result of calling attention to potential as-
bestos hazards which may exist in schools. 

(Pub. L. 96–270, § 2, June 14, 1980, 94 Stat. 487.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1221 of this title, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), 
was amended generally by Pub. L. 103–382, title II, § 211, 
Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3912, and, as so amended, no 
longer contains a subsec. (c)(1)(A). However, the term 
‘‘applicable program’’ is defined in subsec. (c)(1) of that 
section. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 96–270, § 1, June 14, 1980, 94 Stat. 487, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and amending 
section 1411 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Asbestos 
School Hazard Detection and Control Act of 1980’.’’

§ 3602. Asbestos Hazards School Safety Task 
Force 

(a) Establishment; composition; membership; 
chairman; appointment; vacancies 

(1) There is established a task force to be 
known as the Asbestos Hazards School Safety 
Task Force (hereinafter in this chapter referred 
to as ‘‘Task Force’’). The Task Force shall be 
composed of ten members, who shall be ap-
pointed by the Secretary within 30 days after 
June 14, 1980, as follows: 
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