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§ 5801. Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide a 
framework for meeting the National Education 
Goals established by subchapter I of this chapter 
by—

(1) promoting coherent, nationwide, sys-
temic education reform; 

(2) improving the quality of learning and 
teaching in the classroom and in the work-
place; 

(3) defining appropriate and coherent Fed-
eral, State, and local roles and responsibilities 
for education reform and lifelong learning; 

(4) establishing valid and reliable mecha-
nisms for—

(A) building a broad national consensus on 
American education reform; 

(B) assisting in the development and cer-
tification of high-quality, internationally 
competitive content and student perform-
ance standards; and 

(C) assisting in the development and cer-
tification of high-quality assessment meas-
ures that reflect the internationally com-
petitive content and student performance 
standards;

(5) supporting new initiatives at the Federal, 
State, local, and school levels to provide equal 
educational opportunity for all students to 
meet high academic and occupational skill 
standards and to succeed in the world of em-
ployment and civic participation; 

(6) providing a framework for the reauthor-
ization of all Federal education programs by—

(A) creating a vision of excellence and eq-
uity that will guide all Federal education 
and related programs; 

(B) providing for the establishment of 
high-quality, internationally competitive 
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