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§ 9412. Local applications 

(a) In general 

To be eligible to receive assistance under this 
chapter, the Local Council shall submit an ap-
plication to the Lead State Agency at such 
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Lead State Agency may re-
quire. 

(b) Contents 

Each application submitted pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall include a statement ensuring 
that the local government entity, Indian tribe, 
Regional Corporation, or Native Hawaiian enti-
ty has established or designated a Local Council 
under section 9413 of this title, and the Local 
Council has developed a local plan for carrying 
out early learning programs under this chapter 
that includes—

(1) a needs and resources assessment con-
cerning early learning services and a state-
ment describing how early learning programs 
will be funded consistent with the assessment; 

(2) a statement of how the Local Council will 
ensure that early learning programs will meet 
the performance goals reported by the Lead 
State Agency under this chapter; and 

(3) a description of how the Local Council 
will form collaboratives among local youth, 
social service, and educational providers to 
maximize resources and concentrate efforts on 
areas of greatest need. 

(Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(1) [title VIII, § 813], Dec. 
21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–88.) 

§ 9413. Local administration 

(a) Local Council 

(1) In general 

To be eligible to receive funds under this 
chapter, a local government entity, Indian 
tribe, Regional Corporation, or Native Hawai-
ian entity, as appropriate, shall establish or 
designate a Local Council, which shall be com-
posed of—

(A) representatives of local agencies di-
rectly affected by early learning programs 
assisted under this chapter; 

(B) parents; 
(C) other individuals concerned with early 

learning issues in the locality, such as rep-
resentative entities providing elementary 
education, child care resource and referral 
services, early learning opportunities, child 
care, and health services; and 

(D) other key community leaders. 

(2) Designating existing entity 

If a local government entity, Indian tribe, 
Regional Corporation, or Native Hawaiian en-
tity has, before December 21, 2000, a Local 
Council or a regional entity that is com-
parable to the Local Council described in para-
graph (1), the entity, tribe, or corporation may 
designate the council or entity as a Local 
Council under this chapter, and shall be con-
sidered to have established a Local Council in 
compliance with this subsection. 

(3) Functions 

The Local Council shall be responsible for 
preparing and submitting the application de-
scribed in section 9412 of this title. 

(b) Administration 

(1) Administrative costs 

Not more than 3 percent of the funds re-
ceived by a Local Council under this chapter 
shall be used to pay for the administrative 
costs of the Local Council in carrying out this 
chapter. 

(2) Fiscal agent 

A Local Council may designate any entity, 
with a demonstrated capacity for admin-
istering grants, that is affected by, or con-
cerned with, early learning issues, including 
the State, to serve as fiscal agent for the ad-
ministration of grant funds received by the 
Local Council under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(1) [title VIII, § 814], Dec. 
21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–88.)
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SUBCHAPTER I—EDUCATION SCIENCES 
REFORM 

§ 9501. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1)(A) In general 

The terms ‘‘elementary school’’, ‘‘secondary 
school’’, ‘‘local educational agency’’, and 
‘‘State educational agency’’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 7801 of this 
title. 

(B) Outlying areas 

The term ‘‘outlying areas’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 6331(c) of this title. 

(C) Freely associated states 

The term ‘‘freely associated states’’ means 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and the Republic 
of Palau. 

(2) Applied research 

The term ‘‘applied research’’ means re-
search—

(A) to gain knowledge or understanding 
necessary for determining the means by 
which a recognized and specific need may be 
met; and 

(B) that is specifically directed to the ad-
vancement of practice in the field of edu-
cation. 

(3) Basic research 

The term ‘‘basic research’’ means research—
(A) to gain fundamental knowledge or un-

derstanding of phenomena and observable 

facts, without specific application toward 
processes or products; and 

(B) for the advancement of knowledge in 
the field of education. 

(4) Board 

The term ‘‘Board’’ means the National Board 
for Education Sciences established under sec-
tion 9516 of this title. 

(5) Bureau 

The term ‘‘Bureau’’ means the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. 

(6) Comprehensive center 

The term ‘‘comprehensive center’’ means an 
entity established under section 9602 of this 
title. 

(7) Department 

The term ‘‘Department’’ means the Depart-
ment of Education. 

(8) Development 

The term ‘‘development’’ means the system-
atic use of knowledge or understanding gained 
from the findings of scientifically valid re-
search and the shaping of that knowledge or 
understanding into products or processes that 
can be applied and evaluated and may prove 
useful in areas such as the preparation of ma-
terials and new methods of instruction and 
practices in teaching, that lead to the im-
provement of the academic skills of students, 
and that are replicable in different edu-
cational settings. 

(9) Director 

The term ‘‘Director’’ means the Director of 
the Institute of Education Sciences. 

(10) Dissemination 

The term ‘‘dissemination’’ means the com-
munication and transfer of the results of sci-
entifically valid research, statistics, and eval-
uations, in forms that are understandable, eas-
ily accessible, and usable, or adaptable for use 
in, the improvement of educational practice 
by teachers, administrators, librarians, other 
practitioners, researchers, parents, policy-
makers, and the public, through technical as-
sistance, publications, electronic transfer, and 
other means. 

(11) Early childhood educator 

The term ‘‘early childhood educator’’ means 
a person providing, or employed by a provider 
of, nonresidential child care services (includ-
ing center-based, family-based, and in-home 
child care services) that is legally operating 
under State law, and that complies with appli-
cable State and local requirements for the pro-
vision of child care services to children at any 
age from birth through the age at which a 
child may start kindergarten in that State. 

(12) Field-initiated research 

The term ‘‘field-initiated research’’ means 
basic research or applied research in which 
specific questions and methods of study are 
generated by investigators (including teachers 
and other practitioners) and that conforms to 
standards of scientifically valid research. 
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