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Government and partner governments, should 
provide diplomatic, technical, and financial 
support for a new presidential election in Ven-
ezuela that complies with international stand-
ards for a free, fair, and transparent electoral 
process. 

(Pub. L. 116–94, div. J, title I, § 111, Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 3030.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 116–94, div. J, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 3030, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this 
chapter and amending provisions set out as a note 
under section 1701 of Title 50, War and National De-
fense] may be cited as the ‘Venezuela Emergency Re-
lief, Democracy Assistance, and Development Act of 
2019’ or the ‘VERDAD Act of 2019’.’’

§ 9702. Recognition of Venezuela’s democratically 
elected National Assembly 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that Venezuela’s unicameral 
National Assembly convened on January 6, 2016, 
following democratic elections that were held on 
December 6, 2015. 

(b) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that Venezuela’s 
democratically elected National Assembly is the 
only national level democratic institution re-
maining in the country. 

(c) Policy 

It is the policy of the United States to recog-
nize the democratically elected National Assem-
bly of Venezuela as the only legitimate national 
legislative body in Venezuela. 

(d) Assistance to Venezuela’s National Assembly 

The Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development, shall prioritize 
efforts to provide technical assistance to sup-
port the democratically elected National Assem-
bly of Venezuela in accordance with section 9731 
of this title. 

(Pub. L. 116–94, div. J, title I, § 112, Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 3031.) 

§ 9703. Advancing a negotiated solution to Ven-
ezuela’s crisis 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) direct, credible negotiations led by the 

Interim President of Venezuela and members 
of Venezuela’s democratically elected Na-
tional Assembly—

(A) are supported by stakeholders in the 
international community that have recog-
nized the Interim President of Venezuela; 

(B) include the input and interests of Ven-
ezuelan civil society; and 

(C) represent the best opportunity to reach 
a solution to the Venezuelan crisis that in-
cludes—

(i) holding a new presidential election 
that complies with international standards 
for a free, fair, and transparent electoral 
process; 

(ii) ending Nicolás Maduro’s usurpation 
of presidential authorities; 

(iii) restoring democracy and the rule of 
law; 

(iv) freeing political prisoners; and 
(v) facilitating the delivery of humani-

tarian aid;

(2) dialogue between the Maduro regime and 
representatives of the political opposition that 
commenced in October 2017, and were sup-
ported by the Governments of Mexico, of 
Chile, of Bolivia, and of Nicaragua, did not re-
sult in an agreement because the Maduro re-
gime failed to credibly participate in the proc-
ess; and 

(3) negotiations between the Maduro regime 
and representatives of the political opposition 
that commenced in October 2016, and were sup-
ported by the Vatican, did not result in an 
agreement because the Maduro regime failed 
to credibly participate in the process. 

(b) Policy 

It is the policy of the United States to support 
diplomatic engagement in order to advance a ne-
gotiated and peaceful solution to Venezuela’s 
political, economic, and humanitarian crisis 
that is described in subsection (a)(1). 

(Pub. L. 116–94, div. J, title I, § 113, Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 3031.)

SUBCHAPTER II—HUMANITARIAN RELIEF 
FOR VENEZUELA 

§ 9711. Humanitarian relief for the Venezuelan 
people 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) the United States Government should ex-

pand efforts to peacefully address Venezuela’s 
humanitarian crisis; and 

(2) humanitarian assistance—
(A) should be targeted toward those most 

in need and delivered through partners that 
uphold internationally recognized humani-
tarian principles; and 

(B) should not be passed through the con-
trol or distribution mechanisms of the 
Maduro regime. 

(b) Humanitarian relief 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Administrator of the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, shall pro-
vide—

(A) humanitarian assistance to individuals 
and communities in Venezuela, including—

(i) public health commodities and serv-
ices, including medicines and basic med-
ical supplies and equipment; 

(ii) basic food commodities and nutri-
tional supplements needed to address 
growing malnutrition and improve food se-
curity for the people of Venezuela, with a 
specific emphasis on the most vulnerable 
populations; and 

(iii) technical assistance to ensure that 
health and food commodities are appro-
priately selected, procured, targeted, and 
distributed; and
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(B) Venezuelans and hosting communities, 
as appropriate, in neighboring countries 
with humanitarian aid, such as—

(i) urgently needed health and nutri-
tional assistance, including logistical and 
technical assistance to hospitals and 
health centers in affected communities; 

(ii) food assistance for vulnerable indi-
viduals, including assistance to improve 
food security for affected communities; 
and 

(iii) hygiene supplies and sanitation 
services. 

(2) Aid to Venezuelans in neighboring coun-
tries 

The aid described in paragraph (1)(B)—
(A) may be provided—

(i) directly to Venezuelans in neigh-
boring countries, including countries of 
the Caribbean; or 

(ii) indirectly through the communities 
in which the Venezuelans reside; and

(B) should focus on the most vulnerable 
Venezuelans in neighboring countries. 

(c) Humanitarian assistance strategy update 

Not later than 180 days after December 20, 
2019, the Secretary of State, in coordination 
with the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, shall 
submit, to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, an update to the Venezuela humani-
tarian assistance strategy described in the con-
ference report accompanying the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act (Public Law 116–6), to cover 
a 2-year period and include—

(1) a description of the United States hu-
manitarian assistance provided under this sec-
tion; 

(2) a description of United States diplomatic 
efforts to ensure support from international 
donors, including regional partners in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, for the provision 
of humanitarian assistance to the people of 
Venezuela; 

(3) the identification of governments that 
are willing to provide financial and technical 
assistance for the provision of such humani-
tarian assistance to the people of Venezuela 
and a description of such assistance; and 

(4) the identification of the financial and 
technical assistance to be provided by multi-
lateral institutions, including the United Na-
tions humanitarian agencies, the Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization, the Inter-American 
Development Bank, and the World Bank, and a 
description of such assistance. 

(d) Diplomatic engagement 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development, shall work with 
relevant foreign governments and multilateral 
organizations to coordinate a donors summit 
and carry out diplomatic engagement to ad-
vance the strategy required under subsection 
(c). 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$400,000,000 for fiscal year 2020 to carry out the 
activities set forth in subsection (b). 

(f) Defined term 

In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 116–94, div. J, title I, § 121, Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 3032.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act (Public Law 
116–6), referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 116–6, Feb. 15, 
2019, 133 Stat. 13, known as the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2019. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 9712. Support for efforts at the United Nations 
on the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the United Na-
tions humanitarian agencies should conduct and 
publish independent assessments of the humani-
tarian situation in Venezuela, including—

(1) the extent and impact of the shortages of 
food, medicine, and medical supplies in Ven-
ezuela; 

(2) basic health indicators in Venezuela, 
such as maternal and child mortality rates 
and the prevalence and treatment of commu-
nicable diseases; and 

(3) the efforts needed to resolve the short-
ages identified in paragraph (1) and to improve 
the health indicators referred to in paragraph 
(2). 

(b) United Nations Resident Coordinator 

The President should instruct the Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations to use the 
voice, vote, and influence of the United States 
at the United Nations to support the efforts of 
the Resident Coordinator for Venezuela in a 
manner that—

(1) contributes to Venezuela’s long-term re-
covery; and 

(2) advances humanitarian efforts in Ven-
ezuela and for Venezuelans residing in neigh-
boring countries. 

(Pub. L. 116–94, div. J, title I, § 122, Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 3033.)

SUBCHAPTER III—ADDRESSING REGIME 
COHESION 

§ 9721. Additional restrictions on visas 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of State shall impose the visa 
restrictions described in subsection (c) on any 
foreign person who the Secretary determines—

(1) is a current or former senior official of 
the Maduro regime, or any foreign person act-
ing on behalf of such regime, who is knowingly 
responsible for, complicit in, responsible for 
ordering, controlling, or otherwise directing, 
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