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Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1998—Par. (1). Pub. L. 105-277, §1223(20), inserted ‘‘of
America’ after ““United States’.

1991—Pars. (3), (4). Pub. L. 102-228, §402(a)(2), added
pars. (3) and (4).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-277 effective Apr. 1, 1999,
see section 1201 of Pub. L. 105-277, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 6511 of this title.
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§2601. Refugees and migration

(a) United States membership in International
Organization for Migration; contributions to
Organization

(1) The President is authorized to continue
membership for the United States in the Inter-
national Organization for Migration in accord-
ance with the constitution of such organization
approved in Venice, Italy, on October 19, 1953, as
amended in Geneva, Switzerland, on November
24, 1998, upon entry into force of such amend-
ments.

(2) For the purpose of assisting in the move-
ment of refugees and migrants, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to the President
such amounts as may be necessary from time to
time for payment by the United States of its
contributions to the International Organization
for Migration and all necessary salaries and ex-
penses incidental to United States participation
in such organization.

(b) Appropriations for assistance to refugees

There are authorized to be appropriated such
amounts as may be necessary from time to
time—

(1) for contributions to the activities of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees for assistance to refugees under his man-
date or persons on behalf of whom he is exer-
cising his good offices, and for contributions
to the International Organization for Migra-
tion, the International Committee of the Red
Cross, and to other relevant international or-
ganizations; and

(2) for assistance to or on behalf of refugees
who are outside the United States designated
by the President (by class, group, or designa-
tion of their respective countries of origin or
areas of residence) when the President deter-
mines that such assistance will contribute to
the foreign policy interests of the United
States.

TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE
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(¢) United States Emergency Refugee and Migra-
tion Assistance Fund; appropriations

(1) Whenever the President determines it to be
important to the national interest he is author-
ized to furnish on such terms and conditions as
he may determine assistance under this chapter
for the purpose of meeting unexpected urgent
refugee and migration needs.

(2) There is established a United States Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assistance Fund
to carry out the purposes of this section. There
is authorized to be appropriated to the President
from time to time such amounts as may be nec-
essary for the fund to carry out the purposes of
this section, except that no amount of funds
may be appropriated which, when added to
amounts previously appropriated but not yet ob-
ligated, would cause such amounts to exceed
$100,000,000. Amounts appropriated hereunder
shall remain available until expended.

(3) Whenever the President requests appropria-
tions pursuant to this authorization he shall
justify such requests to the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and to the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, as well as to
the Committees on Appropriations.

(d) Information to Congressional committees

The President shall keep the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress currently informed of the
use of funds and the exercise of functions au-
thorized in this chapter.

(e) Continued availability of certain funds

Unexpended balances of funds made available
under authority of the Mutual Security Act of
1954, as amended, and of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, [22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.],
and allocated or transferred for the purposes of
sections 405(a), 405(c), 405(d) and 451(c)! of the
Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended [22
U.S.C. 1925(a), (¢), (d), 1951(c)], are authorized to
be continued available for the purposes of this
section and may be consolidated with appropria-
tions authorized by this section.

(f) Restrictions on foreign assistance not applica-
ble to migration and refugee assistance

The President may furnish assistance and
make contributions under this chapter notwith-
standing any provision of law which restricts as-
sistance to foreign countries.

(Pub. L. 87-510, §2, June 28, 1962, 76 Stat. 121;
Pub. L. 88-634, title II, §201, Oct. 7, 1964, 78 Stat.
1021; Pub. L. 94-141, title V, §501(a), Nov. 29, 1975,
89 Stat. 771; Pub. L. 96-212, title III, §312(b), Mar.
17, 1980, 94 Stat. 116; Pub. L. 99-93, title I, §111,
Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 410; Pub. L. 103-236, title
IV, §430(a), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 459; Pub. L.
107-228, div. A, title II, §242, Sept. 30, 2002, 116
Stat. 1374.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (c)(1), (d), and (f),
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 87-510,
June 28, 1962, 76 Stat. 121, as amended, known as the
Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, which
enacted this chapter, amended section 1404 of Title 8,

1See References in Text note below.
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