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1 See Change of Name note below. 

vironmental and Scientific Affairs. There shall 
be an Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans 
and International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs, appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall 
be the head of the Bureau and who shall have re-
sponsibility for matters relating to oceans, envi-
ronmental, scientific, fisheries, wildlife, and 
conservation affairs and for such other related 
duties as the Secretary may from time to time 
designate. 

(Pub. L. 93–126, § 9(a), formerly § 9, Oct. 18, 1973, 
87 Stat. 453, renumbered Pub. L. 93–312, § 9, June 
8, 1974, 88 Stat. 238; Pub. L. 103–236, title I, 
§ 162(q)(1), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 410; Pub. L. 
103–415, § 1(f)(4)(B), Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4300.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–236, as amended by Pub. L. 103–415, 
substituted ‘‘There shall’’ for ‘‘In addition to the posi-
tions provided under section 2652 of this title, there 
shall’’ and inserted before period at end ‘‘and for such 
other related duties as the Secretary may from time to 
time designate’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–236 applicable with re-
spect to officials, offices, and bureaus of Department of 
State when executive orders, regulations, or depart-
mental directives implementing the amendments by 
sections 161 and 162 of Pub. L. 103–236 become effective, 
or 90 days after Apr. 30, 1994, whichever comes earlier, 
see section 161(b) of Pub. L. 103–236, as amended, set out 
as a note under section 2651a of this title. 

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

Except as otherwise provided, Secretary of State to 
have and exercise any authority vested by law in any 
official or office of Department of State and references 
to such officials or offices deemed to refer to Secretary 
of State or Department of State, as appropriate, see 
section 2651a of this title and section 161(d) of Pub. L. 
103–236, set out as a note under section 2651a of this 
title. 

§ 2655b. Diplomatic presence overseas 

(a) Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to—
(1) elevate the stature given United States 

diplomatic initiatives relating to non-
proliferation and political-military issues; and 

(2) develop a group of highly specialized, 
technical experts with country expertise capa-
ble of administering the nonproliferation and 
political-military affairs functions of the De-
partment. 

(b) Authority 

To carry out the purposes of subsection (a), 
the Secretary is authorized to establish the po-
sition of Counselor for Nonproliferation and Po-
litical Military Affairs in United States diplo-
matic missions overseas, to be filled by individ-
uals who are career Civil Service officers or For-
eign Service officers committed to follow-on as-
signments in the Nonproliferation Bureau or the 
Political Military Affairs Bureau of the Depart-
ment. 

(c) Training 

After being selected to serve as Counselor, any 
person so selected shall spend not less than 10 

months in language training courses at the For-
eign Service Institute,1 or in technical courses 
administered by the Department of Defense, the 
Department of Energy, or other appropriate de-
partments and agencies of the United States, ex-
cept that such requirement for training may be 
waived by the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 107–228, div. B, title XVI, § 1604, Sept. 30, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1460.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

References to Foreign Service Institute considered to 
refer to George P. Shultz National Foreign Affairs 
Training Center, see section 1(b) of Pub. L. 107–132, set 
out as a note under section 4021 of this title. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of ‘‘Department’’ and ‘‘Secretary’’ as 
used in this section, see section 3 of Pub. L. 107–228, set 
out as a note under section 2651 of this title. 

§ 2656. Management of foreign affairs 

The Secretary of State shall perform such du-
ties as shall from time to time be enjoined on or 
intrusted to him by the President relative to 
correspondences, commissions, or instructions 
to or with public ministers or consuls from the 
United States, or to negotiations with public 
ministers from foreign states or princes, or to 
memorials or other applications from foreign 
public ministers or other foreigners, or to such 
other matters respecting foreign affairs as the 
President of the United States shall assign to 
the Department, and he shall conduct the busi-
ness of the Department in such manner as the 
President shall direct. 

(R.S. § 202.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 202 derived from acts July 27, 1789, ch. 4, § 1, 1 
Stat. 28; Sept. 15, 1789, ch. 14, § 1, 1 Stat. 68. 

Section was formerly classified to section 156 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CONSTRUCTION 

Pub. L. 115–409, § 412, Dec. 31, 2018, 132 Stat. 5411, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act [see Short Title of 2018 
Amendment note set out under section 2651 of this 
title] may be construed as authorizing the use of mili-
tary force.’’

MITIGATION AND PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES IN HIGH-
RISK COUNTRIES 

Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title XII, § 1210D, Jan. 1, 2021, 
134 Stat. 3916, provided that: 

‘‘(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy of the 
United States that the Department of State, in coordi-
nation with the Department of Defense and the United 
States Agency for International Development, should 
address global fragility, as required by the Global Fra-
gility Act of 2019 [22 U.S.C. 9801 et seq.] and, to the ex-
tent practicable, incorporate efforts to identify, pre-
vent, and respond to the causes of atrocities, as re-
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