§4071i

which, if made by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement under chapter 84 of title 5 or the Direc-
tor of such Office, would be appealable to the
Merit Systems Protection Board shall, instead,
be appealable to the Foreign Service Grievance
Board, except that determinations of disability
for participants shall be based upon the stand-
ards in section 4048 of this title (other than the
exclusion for vicious habits, intemperance, or
willful misconduct) and subject to review in the
same manner as under that section.

(c) Periodic valuations by Secretary of the Treas-
ury

At least every 5 years, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall prepare periodic valuations of
the Foreign Service Pension System and shall
advise the Secretary of State of (1) the normal
cost of the System, (2) the supplemental liabil-
ity of the System, and (3) the amounts necessary
to finance the costs of the System.

(Pub. L. 96-465, title I, §859, as added Pub. L.
99-335, title IV, §415, June 6, 1986, 100 Stat. 619.)

§4071i. Transition provisions

The Secretary of State shall issue regulations
providing for the transition from the Foreign
Service Retirement and Disability System to
the Foreign Service Pension System in a man-
ner comparable to the transition of employees
subject to subchapter III of chapter 83 of title 5
(the Civil Service Retirement System) to the
Federal Employees’ Retirement System. For
this and related purposes, references made to
participation in subchapter III of chapter 83 of
title 5 (the Civil Service Retirement System),
the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.],
and title 26 shall be deemed to refer to participa-
tion in the Foreign Service Pension System or
the Foreign Service Retirement and Disability
System, as appropriate.

(Pub. L. 96-465, title I, §860, as added Pub. L.
99-335, title IV, §415, June 6, 1986, 100 Stat. 619;
amended Pub. L. 99-514, §2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100
Stat. 2095.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Social Security Act, referred to in text, is act
Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended, which is
classified generally to chapter 7 (§301 et seq.) of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title
42 and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1986—Pub. L. 99-514 substituted ‘‘Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1954,
which for purposes of codification was translated as
“title 26’ thus requiring no change in text.

§4071j. Former spouses

(a) Entitlement to share in benefits; conditions;
remarriage; payments as income to former
spouse; disability annuitants; election re-
garding method of payment; maximum
amount payable

(1)(A) Unless otherwise expressly provided by

any spousal agreement or court order governing
disposition of benefits under this part, a former
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spouse of a participant or former participant is
entitled, during the period described in subpara-
graph (B), to a share (determined under para-
graph (2)) of all benefits otherwise payable to
such participant under this part if such former
spouse was married to the participant for at
least 10 years during service of the participant
which is creditable under this subchapter with
at least 5 of such years occurring while the par-
ticipant was a member of the Foreign Service.

(B) The period referred to in subparagraph (A)
is the period which begins on the first day of the
month following the month in which the divorce
or annulment becomes final and ends on the last
day of the month before the former spouse dies
or remarries before 55 years of age.

(2) The share referred to in paragraph (1)
equals—

(A) 50 percent, if such former spouse was
married to the participant throughout the ac-
tual years of service of the participant which
are creditable under this subchapter; or

(B) a pro rata share of 50 percent, if such
former spouse was not married to the partici-
pant throughout such creditable service.

(3) A former spouse shall not be qualified for
any benefit under this subsection if, before the
commencement of any benefit, the former
spouse remarries before becoming 55 years of

age.

(4)(A) For purposes of title 26, payments to a
former spouse under this section shall be treated
as income to the former spouse and not to the
participant.

(B) Any reduction in payments to a partici-
pant or former participant as a result of pay-
ments to a former spouse under this subsection
shall be disregarded in calculating—

(i) the survivor annuity for any spouse,
former spouse, or other survivor under this
part, and

(ii) any reduction in the annuity of the par-
ticipant to provide survivor benefits under
this part.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (a)(1), in the
case of any former spouse of a disability annu-
itant—

(A) the annuity of the former spouse shall
commence on the date the participant would
qualify, on the basis of his or her creditable
service, for an annuity under this subchapter
(other than a disability annuity) or the date
the disability annuity begins, whichever is
later, and

(B) the amount of the annuity of the former
spouse shall be calculated on the basis of the
annuity for which the participant would other-
wise so qualify.

(6)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B),
any former spouse who becomes entitled to re-
ceive any benefit under this part which would
otherwise be payable to a participant or former
participant shall be entitled to make any elec-
tion regarding method of payment to such
former spouse that such participant would have
otherwise been entitled to elect, and the partici-
pant may elect an alternate method for the re-
maining share of such benefits. Such elections
shall not increase the actuarial present value of
benefits expected to be paid under this part.
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