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lands, or interests in lands, other lands, or inter-
ests in lands, owned and held by the United 
States in connection with the construction or 
operation and maintenance of any such project, 
or properties not owned by the United States; 
(b) to enter into contracts with the owners of 
the said properties whereby they undertake to 
acquire any, or all, property needed for said re-
location, or to perform any, or all, work in-
volved in said relocations; and (c) for the pur-
pose of effecting completely said relocations, to 
convey, or exchange Government properties ac-
quired or improved under clause (a) of this sec-
tion, with or without improvements, or other 
properties owned and held by the United States 
in connection with the construction or oper-
ation and maintenance of said project, or to 
grant term or perpetual easements therein or 
thereover. Grants or conveyances hereunder 
shall be by instruments executed by the Sec-
retary of State without regard to provisions of 
law governing the patenting of public lands. 

(Sept. 13, 1950, ch. 948, title I, § 101, 64 Stat. 846.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Act Sept. 13, 1950, ch. 948, § 1, 64 Stat. 846, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this section and sections 
277d–2 to 277d–9 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Amer-
ican-Mexican Treaty Act of 1950’.’’

§ 277d–2. Construction and maintenance of roads, 
highways, etc.; housing and other facilities 
for personnel 

The United States Commissioner is authorized 
to construct, equip, and operate and maintain 
all access roads, highways, railways, power 
lines, buildings, and facilities necessary in con-
nection with any such project, and in his discre-
tion to provide housing, subsistence, and med-
ical and recreational facilities for the officers, 
agents, and employees of the United States, and/
or for the contractors and their employees en-
gaged in the construction, operation, and main-
tenance of any such project, and to make equi-
table charges therefor, or deductions from the 
salaries and wages due employees, or from 
progress payments due contractors, upon such 
terms and conditions as he may determine to be 
to the best interest of the United States, the 
sums of money so charged and collected or de-
ducted to be credited to the appropriation for 
the project current at the time the obligations 
are incurred. 

(Sept. 13, 1950, ch. 948, title I, § 102, 64 Stat. 846.) 

§ 277d–3. Authorization for appropriations; ac-
tivities for which available; contracts for ex-
cess amounts 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of State for the use of the Commis-
sion, out of any money in the Treasury not oth-
erwise appropriated, such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out the provisions of the Treaty 
of February 3, 1944, and other treaties and con-
ventions between the United States of America 
and the United Mexican States, under which the 
United States Section operates, and to discharge 
the statutory functions and duties of the United 

States Section. Such sums shall be available for 
construction, operation and maintenance of 
stream gaging stations, and their equipment and 
sites therefor; personal services and rent in the 
District of Columbia and elsewhere; services, in-
cluding those of attorneys and appraisers, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 3109 of 
title 5, at rates for individuals not in excess of 
the maximum daily rate for grade GS–15 of the 
General Schedule and the United States Com-
missioner is authorized, notwithstanding the 
provisions of any other Act, to employ as con-
sultants by contract or otherwise without re-
gard to chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 
53 of title 5, and the civil-service laws and regu-
lations, retired personnel of the Armed Forces of 
the United States, who shall not be required to 
revert to an active status; travel expense, in-
cluding, in the discretion of the Commissioner, 
expenses of attendance at meetings of organiza-
tions concerned with the activities of the Com-
mission which may be necessary for the efficient 
discharge of the responsibilities of the Commis-
sion; hire, with or without personal services, of 
work animals, and animal-drawn, and motor-
propelled (including passenger) vehicles and air-
craft and equipment; acquisition by donation, 
purchase, or condemnation, of real and personal 
property, including expenses of abstracts, cer-
tificates of title, and recording fees; purchase of 
ice and drinking water; inspection of equipment, 
supplies and materials by contract or otherwise; 
drilling and testing of foundations and dam 
sites, by contract if deemed necessary; payment 
for official telephone service in the field in case 
of official telephones installed in private houses 
when authorized under regulations established 
by the Commissioner; purchase of firearms and 
ammunition for guard purposes; official enter-
tainment and other representation expenses 
within the United States for the United States 
section; and such other objects and purposes as 
may be permitted by laws applicable, in whole 
or in part, to the United States Section: Pro-

vided, That, when appropriations have been 
made for the commencement or continuation of 
construction or operation and maintenance of 
any such project, the United States Commis-
sioner, notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tions 1341, 1342, and 1349 to 1351 and subchapter 
II of chapter 15 of title 31, and sections 6301(a) 
and (b) and 6303 of title 41, or any other law, 
may enter into contracts beyond the amount ac-
tually appropriated for so much of the work on 
any such authorized project as the physical and 
orderly sequence of construction makes nec-
essary, such contracts to be subject to and de-
pendent upon future appropriations by Congress: 
Provided further, That the United States Com-
missioner shall prepare, within 30 days after the 
end of each fiscal year, a report of all expendi-
tures during that year for official entertainment 
and other representation expenses, which shall 
be available for public inspection. 

(Sept. 13, 1950, ch. 948, title I, § 103, 64 Stat. 847; 
Pub. L. 88–448, title IV, § 402(a)(29), Aug. 19, 1964, 
78 Stat. 494; Pub. L. 95–105, title V, § 514(c), Aug. 
17, 1977, 91 Stat. 862; Pub. L. 102–138, title I, § 165, 
Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 676.)
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