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access to specialized financial messaging serv-
ices for the Central Bank of Iran or a financial 
institution described in section 104(c)(2)(E)(ii) 
of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 
U.S.C. 8513(c)(2)(E)(ii)) includes doing so by 
serving as an intermediary financial institu-
tion with access to such messaging services. 

(3) Form of report 

A report submitted under paragraph (1) shall 
be submitted in unclassified form but may 
contain a classified annex. 

(c) Authorization of imposition of sanctions 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), if, on or 
after the date that is 90 days after August 10, 
2012, a person continues to knowingly and di-
rectly provide specialized financial messaging 
services to, or knowingly enable or facilitate 
direct or indirect access to such messaging 
services for, the Central Bank of Iran or a fi-
nancial institution described in paragraph 
(2)(E)(ii) of section 104(c) of the Comprehensive 
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8513(c)), the Presi-
dent may impose sanctions pursuant to that 
section or the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) with 
respect to the person. 

(2) Exception 

The President may not impose sanctions 
pursuant to paragraph (1) with respect to a 
person for directly providing specialized finan-
cial messaging services to, or enabling or fa-
cilitating direct or indirect access to such 
messaging services for, the Central Bank of 
Iran or a financial institution described in sec-
tion 104(c)(2)(E)(ii) of the Comprehensive Iran 
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment 
Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8513(c)(2)(E)(ii)) if—

(A) the person is subject to a sanctions re-
gime under its governing foreign law that 
requires it to eliminate the knowing provi-
sion of such messaging services to, and the 
knowing enabling and facilitation of direct 
or indirect access to such messaging services 
for—

(i) the Central Bank of Iran; and 
(ii) a group of Iranian financial institu-

tions identified under such governing for-
eign law for purposes of that sanctions re-
gime if the President determines that—

(I) the group is substantially similar to 
the group of financial institutions de-
scribed in section 104(c)(2)(E)(ii) of the 
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 
U.S.C. 8513(c)(2)(E)(ii)); and 

(II) the differences between those 
groups of financial institutions do not 
adversely affect the national interest of 
the United States; and

(B) the person has, pursuant to that sanc-
tions regime, terminated the knowing provi-
sion of such messaging services to, and the 
knowing enabling and facilitation of direct 
or indirect access to such messaging services 
for, the Central Bank of Iran and each Ira-

nian financial institution identified under 
such governing foreign law for purposes of 
that sanctions regime. 

(d) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
limit the authority of the President pursuant to 
the International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) or the Comprehensive 
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment 
Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8501 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 112–158, title II, § 220, Aug. 10, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1237.) 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

For termination of section, see section 8785(a) 

of this title.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
referred to in subsecs. (c)(1) and (d), is title II of Pub. 
L. 95–223, Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is classified 
generally to chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 50, War 
and National Defense. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1701 of Title 50 and Tables. 

The Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, 
and Divestment Act of 2010, referred to in subsec. (d), 
is Pub. L. 111–195, July 1, 2010, 124 Stat. 1312, which is 
classified principally to chapter 92 (§ 8501 et seq.) of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 8501 of 
this title and Tables. 

§ 8727. Identification of, and immigration restric-
tions on, senior officials of the Government 
of Iran and their family members 

(a) Identification 

Not later than 180 days after August 10, 2012, 
and annually thereafter, the President shall 
publish a list of each individual the President 
determines is—

(1) a senior official of the Government of 
Iran described in subsection (b) that is in-
volved in Iran’s—

(A) illicit nuclear activities or prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction or deliv-
ery systems for weapons of mass destruc-
tion; 

(B) support for international terrorism; or 
(C) commission of serious human rights 

abuses against citizens of Iran or their fam-
ily members; or

(2) a family member of such an official. 

(b) Senior officials of the Government of Iran de-
scribed 

A senior official of the Government of Iran de-
scribed in this subsection is any senior official 
of that Government, including—

(1) the Supreme Leader of Iran; 
(2) the President of Iran; 
(3) a member of the Cabinet of the Govern-

ment of Iran; 
(4) a member of the Assembly of Experts; 
(5) a senior member of the Intelligence Min-

istry of Iran; or 
(6) a senior member of Iran’s Revolutionary 

Guard Corps, including a senior member of a 
paramilitary organization such as Ansar-e-
Hezbollah or Basij-e Motaz’afin. 
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(c) Exclusion from United States 

Except as provided in subsection (d), the Sec-
retary of State shall deny a visa to, and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall exclude from 
the United States, any alien who is on the list 
required by subsection (a). 

(d) Exception to comply with United Nations 
Headquarters agreement 

Subsection (c) shall not apply to an individual 
if admitting the individual to the United States 
is necessary to permit the United States to com-
ply with the Agreement between the United Na-
tions and the United States of America regard-
ing the Headquarters of the United Nations, 
signed June 26, 1947, and entered into force No-
vember 21, 1947, and other applicable inter-
national obligations. 

(e) Waiver 

The President may waive the application of 
subsection (a) or (c) with respect to an indi-
vidual if the President—

(1) determines that such a waiver is essen-
tial to the national interests of the United 
States; and 

(2) not less than 7 days before the waiver 
takes effect, notifies Congress of the waiver 
and the reason for the waiver. 

(Pub. L. 112–158, title II, § 221, Aug. 10, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1238.) 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

For termination of section, see section 8785(a) 

of this title.

SUBCHAPTER III—SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO IRAN’S REVOLUTIONARY 
GUARD CORPS 

§ 8741. Identification of, and imposition of sanc-
tions with respect to, officials, agents, and af-
filiates of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(a) In general 

Not later than 90 days after August 10, 2012, 
and as appropriate thereafter, the President 
shall—

(1) identify foreign persons that are officials, 
agents, or affiliates of Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard Corps; and 

(2) for each foreign person identified under 
paragraph (1) that is not already designated 
for the imposition of sanctions pursuant to the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)—

(A) designate that foreign person for the 
imposition of sanctions pursuant to that 
Act; and 

(B) block and prohibit all transactions in 
all property and interests in property of that 
foreign person if such property and interests 
in property are in the United States, come 
within the United States, or are or come 
within the possession or control of a United 
States person. 

(b) Priority for investigation 

In identifying foreign persons pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1) as officials, agents, or affiliates of 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps, the President 
shall give priority to investigating—

(1) foreign persons or entities identified 
under section 560.304 of title 31, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (relating to the definition of 
the Government of Iran); and 

(2) foreign persons for which there is a rea-
sonable basis to find that the person has con-
ducted or attempted to conduct one or more 
sensitive transactions or activities described 
in subsection (c). 

(c) Sensitive transactions and activities de-
scribed 

A sensitive transaction or activity described 
in this subsection is—

(1) a financial transaction or series of trans-
actions valued at more than $1,000,000 in the 
aggregate in any 12-month period involving a 
non-Iranian financial institution; 

(2) a transaction to facilitate the manufac-
ture, importation, exportation, or transfer of 
items needed for the development by Iran of 
nuclear, chemical, biological, or advanced con-
ventional weapons, including ballistic mis-
siles; 

(3) a transaction relating to the manufac-
ture, procurement, or sale of goods, services, 
and technology relating to Iran’s energy sec-
tor, including a transaction relating to the de-
velopment of the energy resources of Iran, the 
exportation of petroleum products from Iran, 
the importation of refined petroleum to Iran, 
or the development of refining capacity avail-
able to Iran; 

(4) a transaction relating to the manufac-
ture, procurement, or sale of goods, services, 
and technology relating to Iran’s petro-
chemical sector; or 

(5) a transaction relating to the procure-
ment of sensitive technologies (as defined in 
section 8515(c) of this title). 

(d) Exclusion from United States 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), the Secretary of 
State shall deny a visa to, and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall exclude from the 
United States, any alien who, on or after Au-
gust 10, 2012, is a foreign person designated 
pursuant to subsection (a) for the imposition 
of sanctions pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.). 

(2) Regulatory exceptions to comply with inter-
national obligations 

The requirement to deny visas to and ex-
clude aliens from the United States pursuant 
to paragraph (1) shall be subject to such regu-
lations as the President may prescribe, includ-
ing regulatory exceptions to permit the 
United States to comply with the Agreement 
between the United Nations and the United 
States of America regarding the Headquarters 
of the United Nations, signed June 26, 1947, 
and entered into force November 21, 1947, and 
other applicable international obligations. 

(e) Waiver of imposition of sanctions 

(1) In general 

The President may waive the application of 
subsection (a) or (d) with respect to a foreign 
person if the President—
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