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ture, (4) study problems relating to control of on-
premise outdoor advertising signs, promotional signs, 
directional signs, and signs providing information that 
is essential to motoring public, (5) study methods of fi-
nancing and possible sources of Federal funds, includ-
ing use of the Highway Trust Fund, to carry out high-
way beautification program, and (6) recommend such 
modifications or additions to existing laws, regula-
tions, policies, practices, and demonstration programs 
as will, in judgment of the Commission, achieve a 
workable and effective highway beautification program 
and best serve the public interest and to submit, not 
later than Dec. 31, 1973, its final report. The Commis-
sion terminated six months after submission of said re-
port. 

COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ON HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION 
PROGRAMS 

Pub. L. 89–285, title III, § 302, Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
1032, provided that in order to provide the basis for 
evaluating the continuing programs authorized by Pub. 
L. 89–285, and to furnish the Congress with the informa-
tion necessary for authorization of appropriations for 
fiscal years beginning after June 30, 1967, the Sec-
retary, in cooperation with the State highway depart-
ments, shall make a detailed estimate of the cost of 
carrying out the provisions of Pub. L. 89–285, and a 
comprehensive study of the economic impact of such 
programs on affected individuals and commercial and 
industrial enterprises, the effectiveness of such pro-
grams and the public and private benefits realized 
thereby, and alternate or improved methods of accom-
plishing the objectives of Pub. L. 89–285. The Secretary 
was required to submit such detailed estimate and a re-
port concerning such comprehensive study to the Con-
gress not later than Jan. 10, 1967. 

STANDARDS, CRITERIA, RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 89–285, title III, § 303, Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
1033, mandated the holding of public hearings by the 
Secretary of Commerce prior to the promulgation of 
standards, criteria and rules and regulations necessary 
to carry out this section and section 136 of this title, 
such standards, criteria, etc., to be reported to Con-
gress not later than Jan. 10, 1967. 

ACQUISITION OF DWELLINGS 

Pub. L. 89–285, title III, § 305, Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
1033, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act or the amend-
ments made by this Act [amending this section and sec-
tion 319 of this title and enacting section 136 of this 
title and provisions set out as notes under this section 
and sections 135 and 136 of this title] shall be construed 
to authorize the use of eminent domain to acquire any 
dwelling (including related buildings).’’

TAKING OF PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHOUT JUST 
COMPENSATION 

Pub. L. 89–285, title IV, § 401, Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
1033, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act or the amend-
ments made by this Act [amending this section and sec-
tion 319 of this title and enacting section 136 of this 
title and provisions set out as notes under sections 131, 
135, and 136 of this title] shall be construed to authorize 
private property to be taken or the reasonable and ex-
isting use restricted by such taking without just com-
pensation as provided in this Act.’’

AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

Pub. L. 89–285, title IV, § 402, Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
1033, as amended by Pub. L. 97–449, § 2(a), Jan. 12, 1983, 
96 Stat. 2439, provided that: ‘‘In addition to any other 
amounts authorized by this Act and the amendments 
made by this Act [amending this section and section 
319 of this title and enacting section 136 of this title 
and provisions set out as notes under this section and 
sections 135 and 136 of this title], there is authorized to 
be appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 

otherwise appropriated, to the Secretary not to exceed 
$5,000,000 for administrative expenses in carrying out 
this Act (including amendments made by this Act).’’

§ 132. Payments on Federal-aid projects under-
taken by a Federal agency 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In a case in which a proposed 
Federal-aid project is to be undertaken by a 
Federal agency in accordance with an agree-
ment between a State and the Federal agency, 
the State may—

(1) direct the Secretary to transfer the funds 
for the Federal share of the project directly to 
the Federal agency; or 

(2) make such deposit with, or payment to, 
the Federal agency as is required to meet the 
obligation of the State under the agreement 
for the work undertaken or to be undertaken 
by the Federal agency.

(b) REIMBURSEMENT.—On execution with a 
State of a project agreement described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary may reimburse the 
State, using any available funds, for the esti-
mated Federal share under this title of the obli-
gation of the State deposited or paid under sub-
section (a)(2). 

(c) RECOVERY AND CREDITING OF FUNDS.—Any 
sums reimbursed to the State under this section 
which may be in excess of the Federal pro rata 
share under the provisions of this title of the 
State’s share of the cost as set forth in the ap-
proved final voucher submitted by the State 
shall be recovered and credited to the same class 
of funds from which the Federal payment under 
this section was made. 

(Added Pub. L. 86–657, § 4(a), July 14, 1960, 74 
Stat. 522; amended Pub. L. 109–59, title I, 
§ 1119(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1182.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59 designated third sentence as sub-
sec. (c), inserted heading, and substituted subsecs. (a) 
and (b) for first and second sentences which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘Where a proposed Federal-aid project is to be un-
dertaken by a Federal agency pursuant to an agree-
ment between a State and such Federal agency and the 
State makes a deposit with or payment to such Federal 
agency as may be required in fulfillment of the State’s 
obligation under such agreement for the work under-
taken or to be undertaken by such Federal agency, the 
Secretary, upon execution of a project agreement with 
such State for the proposed Federal-aid project, may 
reimburse the State out of the appropriate appropria-
tions the estimated Federal share under the provisions 
of this title of the State’s obligation so deposited or 
paid by such State. Upon completion of such project 
and its acceptance by the Secretary, an adjustment 
shall be made in such Federal share payable on account 
of such project based on the final cost thereof.’’

§ 133. Surface transportation block grant pro-
gram 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a surface transportation block grant pro-
gram in accordance with this section to provide 
flexible funding to address State and local trans-
portation needs. 

(b) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Funds apportioned to 
a State under section 104(b)(2) for the surface 
transportation block grant program may be ob-
ligated for the following: 
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