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1 Section numbers editorially supplied. 

statements, information returns, and tax returns de-
scribed in section 7529(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (as added by subsection (a)) for any evi-
dence of employment-related identity theft, regardless 
of whether such statements or returns are submitted 
electronically or on paper.’’

UNDERREPORTING OF INCOME 

Pub. L. 116–25, title II, § 2007(b)(3), July 1, 2019, 133 
Stat. 1006, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of the Treas-
ury (or the Secretary’s delegate) shall establish proce-
dures to ensure that income reported in connection 
with the unauthorized use of a taxpayer’s identity is 
not taken into account in determining any penalty for 
underreporting of income by the victim of identity 
theft.’’

GUIDELINES FOR STOLEN IDENTITY REFUND FRAUD 
CASES 

Pub. L. 116–25, title II, § 2008, July 1, 2019, 133 Stat. 
1006, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [July 1, 2019], the 
Secretary of the Treasury (or the Secretary’s delegate), 
in consultation with the National Taxpayer Advocate, 
shall develop and implement publicly available guide-
lines for management of cases involving stolen identity 
refund fraud in a manner that reduces the administra-
tive burden on taxpayers who are victims of such fraud. 

‘‘(b) STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES TO BE CONSID-
ERED.—The guidelines described in subsection (a) may 
include—

‘‘(1) standards for—
‘‘(A) the average length of time in which a case 

involving stolen identity refund fraud should be re-
solved; 

‘‘(B) the maximum length of time, on average, a 
taxpayer who is a victim of stolen identity refund 
fraud and is entitled to a tax refund which has been 
stolen should have to wait to receive such refund; 
and 

‘‘(C) the maximum number of offices and employ-
ees within the Internal Revenue Service with whom 
a taxpayer who is a victim of stolen identity refund 
fraud should be required to interact in order to re-
solve a case; 
‘‘(2) standards for opening, assigning, reassigning, 

or closing a case involving stolen identity refund 
fraud; and 

‘‘(3) procedures for implementing and accom-
plishing the standards described in paragraphs (1) and 
(2), and measures for evaluating such procedures and 
determining whether such standards have been suc-
cessfully implemented.’’

CHAPTER 78—DISCOVERY OF LIABILITY 
AND ENFORCEMENT OF TITLE

Subchapter Sec.1

A. Examination and inspection .................. 7601
B. General powers and duties ..................... 7621
[C. Repealed.] 
D. Possessions ............................................ 7651

AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1834, struck out subchapter C relating to super-
vision of operations of certain manufacturers.

Subchapter A—Examination and Inspection 

Sec. 

7601. Canvass of districts for taxable persons and 
objects. 

7602. Examination of books and witnesses. 
7603. Service of summons. 
7604. Enforcement of summons. 

Sec. 

7605. Time and place of examination. 
7606. Entry of premises for examination of taxable 

objects. 
[7607. Repealed.] 
7608. Authority of internal revenue enforcement 

officers. 
7609. Special procedures for third-party sum-

monses. 
7610. Fees and costs for witnesses. 
7611. Restrictions on church tax inquiries and ex-

aminations. 
7612. Special procedures for summonses for com-

puter software. 
7613. Cross references. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–206, title III, § 3413(d), July 22, 1998, 
112 Stat. 754, added items 7612 and 7613 and struck out 
former item 7612 ‘‘Cross references’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–573, title II, § 213(b)(2), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2988, struck out item 7607 ‘‘Additional authority 
for Bureau of Customs’’. 

Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title X, § 1033(c)(2), July 18, 1984, 
98 Stat. 1039, added item 7611 and redesignated former 
item 7611 as 7612. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455, title XII, § 1205(b), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1702, substituted ‘‘Special procedures for third-
party summonses’’ for ‘‘Cross references’’ in item 7609 
and added items 7610 and 7611. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–513, title III, § 1102(g)(2), Oct. 27, 1970, 
84 Stat. 1293, struck out ‘‘Bureau of Narcotics and’’ be-
fore ‘‘Bureau of Customs’’ in item 7607. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 204(16), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 
Stat. 1430, added item 7608 and redesignated former 
item 7608 as 7609. 

1956—Act July 18, 1956, ch. 629, § 104(b), 70 Stat. 570, 
added item 7607 and redesignated former item 7607 as 
7608. 

§ 7601. Canvass of districts for taxable persons 
and objects 

(a) General rule 

The Secretary shall, to the extent he deems it 
practicable, cause officers or employees of the 
Treasury Department to proceed, from time to 
time, through each internal revenue district and 
inquire after and concerning all persons therein 
who may be liable to pay any internal revenue 
tax, and all persons owning or having the care 
and management of any objects with respect to 
which any tax is imposed. 

(b) Penalties 

For penalties applicable to forcible obstruction or 
hindrance of Treasury officers or employees in the 
performance of their duties, see section 7212. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 901; Pub. L. 
94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1834.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

§ 7602. Examination of books and witnesses 

(a) Authority to summon, etc. 

For the purpose of ascertaining the correct-
ness of any return, making a return where none 
has been made, determining the liability of any 
person for any internal revenue tax or the liabil-
ity at law or in equity of any transferee or fidu-
ciary of any person in respect of any internal 
revenue tax, or collecting any such liability, the 
Secretary is authorized—
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