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‘‘(2) Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives.’’

STUDY OF INTERCIRCUIT CONFLICTS AND STRUCTURAL 
ALTERNATIVES FOR COURTS OF APPEALS BY FEDERAL 
JUDICIAL CENTER 

Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 302, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 
5104, as amended by Pub. L. 102–572, title V, § 502(c), Oct. 
29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4513, directed Board of the Federal Ju-
dicial Center to conduct study and submit report to 
Congress by Jan. 1, 1992, on number and frequency of 
conflicts among judicial circuits in interpreting law 
that remain unresolved because they are not heard by 
the Supreme Court, and further directed Board to study 
full range of structural alternatives for Federal Courts 
of Appeals and submit report on the study to Congress 
and Judicial Conference of the United States, no later 
than 2 years and 9 months after Dec. 1, 1990. 

§ 621. Board; composition, tenure of members, 
compensation 

(a) The activities of the Center shall be super-
vised by a Board to be composed of—

(1) the Chief Justice of the United States, 
who shall be the permanent Chairman of the 
Board; 

(2) two circuit judges, three district judges, 
one bankruptcy judge, and one magistrate 
judge, elected by vote of the members of the 
Judicial Conference of the United States, ex-
cept that any circuit or district judge so elect-
ed may be either a judge in regular active 
service or a judge retired from regular active 
service under section 371(b) of this title but 
shall not be a member of the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States; and 

(3) the Director of the Administrative Office 
of the United States Courts, who shall be a 
permanent member of the Board.

(b) The term of office of each elected member 
of the Board shall be four years. A member 
elected to serve for an unexpired term arising by 
virtue of the death, disability, retirement pursu-
ant to section 371(a) or section 372(a) of this 
title, or resignation of a member shall be elected 
only for such unexpired term. 

(c) No member elected for a four-year term 
shall be eligible for reelection to the Board. 

(d) Members of the Board shall serve without 
additional compensation, but shall be reim-
bursed for actual and necessary expenses in-
curred in the performance of their official du-
ties. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 664; amended Pub. L. 95–598, title II, 
§§ 228, 229, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2665; Pub. L. 
104–317, title VI, § 601(b), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3857.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 104–317, § 601(b)(1), amend-
ed par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read 
as follows: ‘‘two active judges of the courts of appeals 
of the United States, three active judges of the district 
courts of the United States, one active judge of the 
bankruptcy courts of the United States elected by vote 
of the members of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States: Provided, however, That the judges so 
elected shall not be members of the Judicial Conference 
of the United States; and’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–317, § 601(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘retirement pursuant to section 371(a) or section 372(a) 
of this title,’’ for ‘‘retirement,’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 95–598, § 228, inserted ref-
erence to one active judge of the bankruptcy courts of 
the United States. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–598, § 229, struck out provisions 
requiring that section 629 of this title govern the terms 
of office of the first members elected to the Board.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–598 effective Oct. 1, 1979, 
see section 402(c) of Pub. L. 95–598, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note preceding section 101 of Title 11, Bank-
ruptcy. 

§ 622. Meetings; conduct of business 

(a) Regular meetings of the Board shall be 
held quarterly. Special meetings shall be held 
from time to time upon the call of the Chair-
man, acting at his own discretion or pursuant to 
the petition of any four members. 

(b) Each member of the Board shall be entitled 
to one vote. A simple majority of the member-
ship shall constitute a quorum for the conduct 
of business. The Board shall act upon the con-
currence of a simple majority of the members 
present and voting. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 665.) 

§ 623. Duties of the Board 

(a) In its direction and supervision of the ac-
tivities of the Federal Judicial Center, the 
Board shall—

(1) establish such policies and develop such 
programs for the Federal Judicial Center as 
will further achievement of its purpose and 
performance of its functions; 

(2) formulate recommendations for improve-
ments in the administration of the courts of 
the United States, in the training of the per-
sonnel of those courts, and in the management 
of their resources; 

(3) submit to the Judicial Conference of the 
United States, at least one month in advance 
of its annual meeting, a report of the activi-
ties of the Center and such recommendations 
as the Board may propose for the consider-
ation of the Conference; 

(4) present to other government departments 
agencies, and instrumentalities whose pro-
grams or activities relate to the administra-
tion of justice in the courts of the United 
States the recommendations of the Center for 
the improvement of such programs or activi-
ties; 

(5) study and determine ways in which auto-
matic data processing and systems procedures 
may be applied to the administration of the 
courts of the United States, and include in the 
annual report required by paragraph (3) of this 
subsection details of the results of the studies 
and determinations made pursuant to this 
paragraph; 

(6) consider and recommend to both public 
and private agencies aspects of the operation 
of the courts of the United States deemed wor-
thy of special study; and 

(7) conduct, coordinate, and encourage pro-
grams relating to the history of the judicial 
branch of the United States Government.
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1 So in original. Should be ‘‘Service’’. 

(b) The Board shall transmit to Congress and 
to the Attorney General of the United States 
copies of all reports and recommendations sub-
mitted to the Judicial Conference of the United 
States. The Board shall also keep the Commit-
tees on the Judiciary of the United States Sen-
ate and House of Representatives fully and cur-
rently informed with respect to the activities of 
the Center. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 665; amended Pub. L. 100–702, title III, 
§ 302, Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 100–702 added par. (7).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in subsec. (b) of this section relating to requirement 
that the Board transmit to Congress copies of all re-
ports and recommendations submitted to the Judicial 
Conference of the United States, see section 3003 of 
Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and page 12 of 
House Document No. 103–7. 

§ 624. Powers of the Board 

The Board is authorized—
(1) to appoint and fix the duties of the Direc-

tor and the Deputy Director of the Federal Ju-
dicial Center, who shall serve at the pleasure 
of the Board; 

(2) to request from any department, agency, 
or independent instrumentality of the Govern-
ment any information it deems necessary to 
the performance of the functions of the Fed-
eral Judicial Center set forth in this chapter, 
and each such department, agency, or instru-
mentality is directed to cooperate with the 
Board and, to the extent permitted by law, to 
furnish such information to the Center upon 
request of the Chairman or upon request of the 
Director when the Board has delegated this 
authority to him; 

(3) to contract with and compensate govern-
ment and private agencies or persons for re-
search projects and other services, without re-
gard to section 6101(b) to (d) of title 41, and to 
delegate such contract authority to the Direc-
tor of the Federal Judicial Center, who is 
hereby empowered to exercise such delegated 
authority. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 666; amended Pub. L. 100–702, title III, 
§ 304(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648; Pub. L. 
111–350, § 5(g)(3), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3848.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Par. (3). Pub. L. 111–350 substituted ‘‘section 
6101(b) to (d) of title 41’’ for ‘‘section 3709 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended (41 U.S.C. 5)’’. 

1988—Par. (1). Pub. L. 100–702 inserted ‘‘and the Dep-
uty Director’’ after ‘‘Director’’. 

§ 625. Director and staff 

(a) The Director shall supervise the activities 
of persons employed by the Center and perform 
other duties assigned to him by the Board. 

(b) The Director shall appoint and fix the com-
pensation of such additional professional per-
sonnel as the Board may deem necessary, with-
out regard to the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in com-
petitive service, or the provisions of chapter 51 
and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title, re-
lating to classification and General Schedule 
pay rates: Provided, however, That the compensa-
tion of any person appointed under this sub-
section shall not exceed the annual rate of basic 
pay of level V of the Executive Schedule pay 
rates, section 5316, title 5, United States Code: 
And provided further, That the salary of a reem-
ployed annuitant under the Civil Servive 1 Re-
tirement Act shall be adjusted pursuant to the 
provisions of section 8344, title 5, United States 
Code. 

(c) The Director shall appoint and fix the com-
pensation of such secretarial and clerical per-
sonnel as he may deem necessary, subject to the 
provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
erning appointments in competitive service 
without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 
and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title, re-
lating to classification and General Schedule 
pay rates. 

(d) The Director may procure personal services 
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, at rates not to exceed the daily 
equivalent of the highest rate payable under 
General Schedule pay rates, section 5332, title 5, 
United States Code. (e) The Director is author-
ized to incur necessary travel and other mis-
cellaneous expenses incident to the operation of 
the Center. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 666; amended Pub. L. 102–572, title VI, 
§ 602(b), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4514.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (b), is set 
out under section 5332 of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees. 

The Civil Service Retirement Act, referred to in sub-
sec. (b), is act May 29, 1930, ch. 349, 46 Stat. 468, as 
amended by act July 31, 1956, ch. 804, § 401, 70 Stat. 743, 
which was repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 632, and reenacted by the first section 
thereof as subchapter III (§ 8331 et seq.) of chapter 83 of 
Title 5. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘com-
petitive service without regard to’’ for ‘‘competitive 
service and’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
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