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HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION 

Pub. L. 115–270, title I, § 1109, Oct. 23, 2018, 132 Stat. 
3774, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary [of the Army], act-
ing through the Engineer Research and Development 
Center, shall implement a 5-year harmful algal bloom 
technology development demonstration program under 
the Aquatic Nuisance Research Program. To the extent 
practicable, the Secretary shall support research that 
will identify and develop improved strategies for early 
detection, prevention, and management techniques and 
procedures to reduce the occurrence and effects of 
harmful algal blooms in the Nation’s water resources. 

‘‘(b) SCALABILITY REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall 
ensure that technologies identified, tested, and de-
ployed under the harmful algal bloom technology de-
velopment demonstration program have the ability to 
scale up to meet the needs of harmful-algal-bloom-re-
lated events.’’

SUBCHAPTER V—PROSECUTION OF WORK 
GENERALLY 

§ 621. By what methods river and harbor work 
may be authorized to be prosecuted 

Any public work on canals, rivers, and harbors 
adopted by Congress may be prosecuted by di-
rect appropriations, by continuing contracts, or 
by both direct appropriations and continuing 
contracts. 

(Sept. 22, 1922, ch. 427, § 10, 42 Stat. 1043.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Rivers and Harbors Appropriation 
Act of 1922. 

§ 622. Contracts, etc., with private industry for 
implementation of projects for improvements 
and dredging; reduction of federally owned 
fleet 

(a) Contracts for dredging and related work 

The Secretary of the Army, acting through 
the Chief of Engineers (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’), in carrying out projects for 
improvement of rivers and harbors (other than 
surveys, estimates, and gagings) shall, by con-
tract or otherwise, carry out such work in the 
manner most economical and advantageous to 
the United States. The Secretary shall have 
dredging and related work done by contract if he 
determines private industry has the capability 
to do such work and it can be done at reasonable 
prices and in a timely manner. During the four-
year period which begins on April 26, 1978, the 
Secretary may limit the application of the sec-
ond sentence of this subsection for work for 
which the federally owned fleet is available to 
achieve an orderly transition to full implemen-
tation of this subsection. 

(b) Reduction of federally owned fleet 

As private industry reasonably demonstrates 
its capability under subsection (a) to perform 
the work done by the federally owned fleet, at 
reasonable prices and in a timely manner, the 
federally owned fleet shall be reduced in an or-
derly manner, as determined by the Secretary, 
by retirement of plant. To carry out emergency 
and national defense work the Secretary shall 
retain only the minimum federally owned fleet 

capable of performing such work and he may ex-
empt from the provisions of this section such 
amount of work as he determines to be reason-
ably necessary to keep such fleet fully oper-
ational, as determined by the Secretary, after 
the minimum fleet requirements have been de-
termined. Notwithstanding the preceding sen-
tence, in carrying out the reduction of the feder-
ally owned fleet, the Secretary may retain so 
much of the federally owned fleet as he deter-
mines necessary, for so long as he determines 
necessary, to insure the capability of the Fed-
eral Government and private industry together 
to carry out projects for improvements of rivers 
and harbors. For the purpose of making the de-
termination required by the preceding sentence 
the Secretary shall not exempt any work from 
the requirements of this section. The minimum 
federally owned fleet shall be maintained to 
technologically modern and efficient standards, 
including replacement as necessary. The Sec-
retary is authorized and directed to undertake a 
study to determine the minimum federally 
owned fleet required to perform emergency and 
national defense work. The study, which shall be 
submitted to Congress within two years after 
April 26, 1978, shall also include preservation of 
employee rights of persons presently employed 
on the existing federally owned fleet. 

(c) Program to increase use of private hopper 
dredges 

(1) Initiation 

The Secretary shall initiate a program to in-
crease the use of private-industry hopper 
dredges for the construction and maintenance 
of Federal navigation channels. 

(2) Ready reserve status for hopper dredge 
Wheeler 

In order to carry out this subsection, the 
Secretary shall place the Federal hopper 
dredge Wheeler in a ready reserve status not 
later than the earlier of 90 days after the date 
of completion of the rehabilitation of the hop-
per dredge McFarland pursuant to section 563 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1996 or October 1, 1997. 

(3) Testing and use of ready reserve hopper 
dredge 

The Secretary may periodically perform rou-
tine tests of the equipment of the vessel 
placed in a ready reserve status under para-
graph (2) to ensure the vessel’s ability to per-
form emergency work. The Secretary shall not 
assign any scheduled hopper dredging work to 
such vessel but shall perform any repairs need-
ed to maintain the vessel in a fully oper-
ational condition. The Secretary may place 
the vessel in active status in order to perform 
any dredging work only if the Secretary deter-
mines that private industry has failed to sub-
mit a responsive and responsible bid for work 
advertised by the Secretary or to carry out 
the project as required pursuant to a contract 
with the Secretary. 

(4) Repair and rehabilitation 

The Secretary may undertake any repair 
and rehabilitation of any Federal hopper 
dredge, including the vessel placed in ready re-
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