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(G) collaborating on technological ad-
vances in post-consumer materials manage-
ment and recycled plastics; 

(H) growing economic opportunities and 
developing markets for recyclable, 
compostable, reusable, and repurposed plas-
tic waste and post-consumer materials and 
other efforts that support the circular econ-
omy; and 

(I) advising foreign countries, at both the 
national and subnational levels, on the de-
velopment and execution of regulatory poli-
cies, services, including recycling and reuse 
of plastic, and laws pertaining to reducing 
the creation and the collection and safe 
management of—

(i) solid waste; 

(ii) post-consumer materials; 

(iii) plastic waste; and 

(iv) marine debris. 

(Pub. L. 116–224, title II, § 203, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1089.) 

§ 4264. Enhancing international outreach and 
partnership of United States agencies in-
volved in marine debris activities 

(a) Findings 

Congress recognizes the success of the marine 
debris program of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and the Trash-Free 
Waters program of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

(b) Authorization of efforts to build foreign part-
nerships 

The Under Secretary and the EPA Adminis-
trator shall work with the Secretary of State 
and the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development to build 
partnerships, as appropriate, with the govern-
ments of foreign countries and to support inter-
national efforts to combat marine debris. 

(Pub. L. 116–224, title II, § 204, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1091.) 

§ 4265. Consideration of marine debris in negoti-
ating international agreements 

In negotiating any relevant international 
agreement with any country or countries after 
December 18, 2020, the President shall, as appro-
priate—

(1) consider the impact of land-based sources 
of plastic waste and other solid waste from 
that country on the marine and aquatic envi-
ronment; and 

(2) ensure that the agreement strengthens 
efforts to eliminate land-based sources of plas-
tic waste and other solid waste from that 
country that impact the marine and aquatic 
environment. 

(Pub. L. 116–224, title II, § 206, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1091.)

SUBCHAPTER III—IMPROVING DOMESTIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO PREVENT MARINE 
DEBRIS 

§ 4281. Strategy for improving post-consumer ma-
terials management and water management 

(a) In general 

Not later than 1 year after December 18, 2020, 
the EPA Administrator shall, in consultation 
with stakeholders, develop a strategy to im-
prove post-consumer materials management and 
infrastructure for the purpose of reducing plas-
tic waste and other post-consumer materials in 
waterways and oceans. 

(b) Release 

On development of the strategy under sub-
section (a), the EPA Administrator shall—

(1) distribute the strategy to States; and 
(2) make the strategy publicly available, in-

cluding for use by—
(A) for-profit private entities involved in 

post-consumer materials management; and 
(B) other nongovernmental entities. 

(Pub. L. 116–224, title III, § 301, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1092.) 

§ 4282. Grant programs 

(a) Post-consumer materials management infra-
structure grant program 

(1) In general 

The EPA Administrator may provide grants 
to States to implement the strategy developed 
under section 4281(a) of this title and—

(A) to support improvements to local post-
consumer materials management, including 
municipal recycling programs; and 

(B) to assist local waste management au-
thorities in making improvements to local 
waste management systems. 

(2) Applications 

To be eligible to receive a grant under para-
graph (1), the applicant State shall submit to 
the EPA Administrator an application at such 
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the EPA Administrator may re-
quire. 

(3) Contents of applications 

In developing application requirements, the 
EPA Administrator shall consider requesting 
that a State applicant provide—

(A) a description of—
(i) the project or projects to be carried 

out using grant funds; and 
(ii) how the project or projects would re-

sult in the generation of less plastic waste;

(B) a description of how the funds will sup-
port disadvantaged communities; and 

(C) an explanation of any limitations, such 
as flow control measures, that restrict ac-
cess to reusable or recyclable materials. 

(4) Report to Congress 

Not later than January 1, 2023, the EPA Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and the Committee on Energy 
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