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Stat. 3004, related to services to advocate for and re-

spond to youth, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 113–4, title 

III, § 302, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 84. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 115–393 substituted ‘‘2019 

through 2022’’ for ‘‘2014 through 2018’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until the beginning of the fiscal 

year following Mar. 7, 2013, see section 4 of Pub. L. 

113–4, set out as an Effective Date of 2013 Amendment 

note under section 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 

Procedure.

PART K—STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S FAMILIES 
BY PREVENTING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN 

§ 12461. Findings 

Congress finds that—
(1) the former United States Advisory Board 

on Child Abuse suggests that domestic vio-
lence may be the single major precursor to 
child abuse and neglect fatalities in this coun-
try; 

(2) studies suggest that as many as 10,000,000 
children witness domestic violence every year; 

(3) studies suggest that among children and 
teenagers, recent exposure to violence in the 
home was a significant factor in predicting a 
child’s violent behavior; 

(4) a study by the Nurse-Family Partnership 
found that children whose parents did not par-
ticipate in home visitation programs that pro-
vided coaching in parenting skills, advice and 
support, were almost 5 times more likely to be 
abused in their first 2 years of life; 

(5) a child’s exposure to domestic violence 
seems to pose the greatest independent risk 
for being the victim of any act of partner vio-
lence as an adult; 

(6) children exposed to domestic violence are 
more likely to believe that using violence is 
an effective means of getting one’s needs met 
and managing conflict in close relationships; 

(7) children exposed to abusive parenting, 
harsh or erratic discipline, or domestic vio-
lence are at increased risk for juvenile crime; 
and 

(8) in a national survey of more than 6,000 
American families, 50 percent of men who fre-
quently assaulted their wives also frequently 
abused their children. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 41301, as added Pub. L. 
109–162, title IV, § 401, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3017.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14043d of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 12462. Purpose 

The purpose of this part is to—
(1) prevent crimes involving violence against 

women, children, and youth; 
(2) increase the resources and services avail-

able to prevent violence against women, chil-
dren, and youth; 

(3) reduce the impact of exposure to violence 
in the lives of children and youth so that the 
intergenerational cycle of violence is inter-
rupted; 

(4) develop and implement education and 
services programs to prevent children in vul-
nerable families from becoming victims or 
perpetrators of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, or stalking; 

(5) promote programs to ensure that chil-
dren and youth receive the assistance they 
need to end the cycle of violence and develop 
mutually respectful, nonviolent relationships; 
and 

(6) encourage collaboration among commu-
nity-based organizations and governmental 
agencies serving children and youth, providers 
of health and mental health services and pro-
viders of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking victim services to 
prevent violence against women and children. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 41302, as added Pub. L. 
109–162, title IV, § 401, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3018.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14043d–1 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 12463. Saving money and reducing tragedies 
through prevention (SMART Prevention) 

(a) Grants authorized 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services and 
the Secretary of Education, is authorized to 
award grants for the purpose of preventing do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
and stalking by taking a comprehensive ap-
proach that focuses on youth, children exposed 
to violence, and men as leaders and influencers 
of social norms. 

(b) Use of funds 

Funds provided under this section may be used 
for the following purposes: 

(1) Teen dating violence awareness and pre-
vention 

To develop, maintain, or enhance programs 
that change attitudes and behaviors around 
the acceptability of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking and pro-
vide education and skills training to young in-
dividuals and individuals who influence young 
individuals. The prevention program may use 
evidence-based, evidence-informed, or innova-
tive strategies and practices focused on youth. 
Such a program should include—

(A) age and developmentally-appropriate 
education on domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, stalking, and sexual 
coercion, as well as healthy relationship 
skills, in school, in the community, or in 
health care settings; 

(B) community-based collaboration and 
training for those with influence on youth, 
such as parents, teachers, coaches, 
healthcare providers, faith-leaders, older 
teens, and mentors; 
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