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imburse a member of the armed forces assigned 
to temporary duty as described in subsection (b) 
for lodging expenses incurred by the member at 
the temporary duty location during an author-
ized absence of the member from the temporary 
duty location. 

(b) COVERED MEMBERS.—Subsection (a) applies 
with respect to a member assigned to temporary 
duty, for a period of more than 30 days, in sup-
port of a contingency operation or in other spe-
cific situations designated by the Secretary con-
cerned if the member——

(1) immediately before the authorized ab-
sence, was performing the temporary duty at a 
location away from the home or permanent 
duty station of the member; 

(2) was receiving a per diem allowance under 
section 474(a)(4) of this title to cover lodging 
and subsistence expenses incurred at the tem-
porary duty location because quarters of the 
United States were not available for assign-
ment to the member at that location; and 

(3) before the end of the authorized absence, 
returns to the duty location.

(c) PAYMENT LIMITATION.—The amount paid or 
reimbursed under subsection (a) for a member 
may not exceed the lesser of—

(1) the actual daily cost of lodging incurred 
by the member at the temporary duty location 
during the authorized absence of the member; 
and 

(2) the lodging portion of the applicable 
daily per diem rate for the temporary duty lo-
cation.

(d) AUTHORIZED ABSENCE DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘authorized absence’’, with re-
spect to a member, means that the member is in 
an authorized leave status or that the absence of 
the member is otherwise authorized under regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary concerned. 

(e) TERMINATION.—No payment or reimburse-
ment may be provided under this section with 
respect to an authorized absence that begins 
after the travel authorities transition expira-
tion date. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title VI, § 635(a), 
Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1510, § 404b; amended Pub. 
L. 109–163, div. A, title VI, § 651(a), (b)(1), Jan. 6, 
2006, 119 Stat. 3311; renumbered § 474b and 
amended Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title VI, 
§ 631(d)(2), (e)(3), (f)(4)(A), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 
1460, 1461, 1465; Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, 
§ 1076(a)(9), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1948.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 112–239, § 1076(a)(9), made 

technical amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 

112–81, § 631(f)(4)(A). See 2011 Amendment note below. 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81, § 631(d)(2), renumbered section 

404b of this title as this section. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 112–81, § 631(f)(4)(A), as amended 

by Pub. L. 112–239, § 1076(a)(9), substituted ‘‘474(a)(4)’’ 

for ‘‘404(a)(4)’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 112–81, § 631(e)(3), added subsec. 

(e). 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163, § 651(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Travel 

and transportation allowances: payment of lodging ex-

penses at temporary duty location during authorized 

absence of member’’ for ‘‘Travel and transportation al-

lowances: lodging expenses at temporary duty location 

for members on authorized leave’’ in section catchline. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–163, § 651(a)(1), substituted 

‘‘during an authorized absence of the member from the 

temporary duty location’’ for ‘‘while the member is in 

an authorized leave status’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 109–163, § 651(a)(2)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘the authorized absence’’ for ‘‘taking the au-

thorized leave’’. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–163, § 651(a)(2)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘before the end of the authorized absence’’ for 

‘‘immediately after completing the authorized leave’’. 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 109–163, § 651(a)(3), substituted 

‘‘during the authorized absence of the member’’ for 

‘‘while the member was in an authorized leave status’’. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–163, § 651(a)(4), added subsec. 

(d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 

126 Stat. 1947, provided that the amendment made by 

section 1076(a)(9) is effective Dec. 31, 2011, and as if in-

cluded in Pub. L. 112–81 as enacted. 

[§ 475. Renumbered § 405] 

§ 475a. Travel and transportation allowances: de-
parture allowances 

(a) Under regulations prescribed by the Secre-
taries concerned, when dependents of members 
of the uniformed services are authorized or or-
dered to depart by competent authority, they 
may be authorized such allowances as the Sec-
retary concerned determines necessary to offset 
the expenses incident to the departure. Allow-
ances authorized by this section are in addition 
to those authorized by any other section of this 
title. Such allowances may be paid in advance. 
For the purposes of this section, a dependent 
‘‘authorized or ordered to depart by competent 
authority’’ includes—

(1) a dependent who is present at or in the 
vicinity of the member’s duty station when 
the departure of dependents is authorized or 
ordered by competent authority and who actu-
ally moved to an authorized safe haven des-
ignated by that authority, whether such safe 
haven is at or in the vicinity of the member’s 
duty station or elsewhere; 

(2) a dependent who resides at or in the vi-
cinity of a former duty station of the member 
following the assignment of the member else-
where or who resides at or in the vicinity of a 
duty station (other than the duty station of 
the member) incident to orders in connection 
with an unaccompanied tour of duty of the 
member, if a departure of dependents is au-
thorized or ordered by competent authority 
from the duty station at which or in the vicin-
ity of which the dependent resides and the de-
pendent actually moves to an authorized safe 
haven designated by that authority; 

(3) a dependent who established a household 
at or in the vicinity of the member’s duty sta-
tion but who is temporarily absent therefrom 
for any reason when departure of dependents is 
authorized or ordered by competent authority; 
and 

(4) a dependent who was authorized to join 
the member and who departed from his former 
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