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‘‘(14) Vocational rehabilitation services under chap-
ter 31 of title 38, United States Code. 

‘‘(15) Survivors’ and dependents’ educational assist-
ance under chapter 35 of such title. 

‘‘(16) Home loan benefits under chapter 37 of such 
title. 

‘‘(17) Automobiles and adaptive equipment under 
chapter 39 of such title. 
‘‘(b) REPORT ON FEASIBILITY.—If the Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs or the Secretary of Labor determines 
that, with respect to any services or benefits referred 
to in subsection (a), it is not feasible to identify an es-
timated dollar amount to be obligated for furnishing 
such services or benefits only to veterans described in 
that subsection for any fiscal year, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of Labor shall, with 
respect to an appropriation request for such fiscal year 
relating to such services or benefits, report to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives the reasons for the infeasi-
bility. The report shall be submitted contempora-
neously with the budget submission for such fiscal 
year. The report shall specify (1) the information, sys-
tems, equipment, or personnel that would be required 
in order for it to be feasible for the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs or the Secretary of Labor to identify such 
amount, and (2) the actions to be taken in order to en-
sure that it will be feasible to make such an estimate 
in connection with the submission of the budget re-
quest for the next fiscal year.’’

INFORMATION AND TRAINING CONCERNING AIDS 
PREVENTION 

Pub. L. 100–322, title I, § 123, May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 504, 
as amended by Pub. L. 102–83, § 6(j)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 409; Pub. L. 102–531, title III, § 312(c), Oct. 27, 1992, 
106 Stat. 3504, provided that: 

‘‘(a) INFORMATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish and carry out an informa-
tion program relating to the acquired immune defi-
ciency syndrome (hereinafter in this section referred to 
as ‘AIDS’). The information program shall be for em-
ployees and consultants of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, for other persons providing services in Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs facilities to beneficiaries of 
programs administered by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and for such beneficiaries. 

‘‘(b) REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION PROGRAM.—
In conducting the program under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall—

‘‘(1) develop, in consultation with the Surgeon Gen-
eral of the United States and the Director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, publications 
and other materials containing information on AIDS, 
including information on the prevention of infection 
with the human immunodeficiency virus; 

‘‘(2) provide for periodic dissemination of publica-
tions (including the Surgeon General’s Report on 
AIDS) and other materials containing such informa-
tion; 

‘‘(3) make publications and other suitable materials 
containing such information readily available in De-
partment of Veterans Affairs health-care facilities 
and such other Department of Veterans Affairs facili-
ties as the Secretary considers appropriate; and 

‘‘(4) disseminate information (including the Sur-
geon General’s Report on AIDS) on the risk of trans-
mission of the human immunodeficiency virus, and 
information on preventing the transmission of such 
virus, to Department of Veterans Affairs substance 
abuse treatment personnel, to each person being fur-
nished treatment by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for drug abuse, and to each person receiving care 
or services from the Department of Veterans Affairs 
whom the Secretary believes to be at high risk for 
AIDS. 
‘‘(c) TRAINING IN AIDS PREVENTION.—The Secretary 

shall establish and carry out a program that provides 
for education, training, and other activities (including 
continuing education and infection control programs) 

regarding AIDS and the human immunodeficiency 
virus designed to improve the effectiveness and safety 
of all health-care personnel and all health-care support 
personnel involved in the furnishing of care under pro-
grams administered by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.’’

DEFINITION OF ‘‘PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY’’

Pub. L. 116–136, div. B, title X, § 20003, Mar. 27, 2020, 
134 Stat. 585, provided that: ‘‘In this title [enacting pro-
visions set out as notes above and under sections 1503, 
1710B, 1712A, 1714, 1741, 2011, 2041, and 2044 of this title], 
the term ‘public health emergency’ means an emer-
gency with respect to COVID–19 declared by a Federal, 
State, or local authority.’’

Executive Documents 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS 

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness 
functions to Secretary of Veterans Affairs, see Parts 1, 
2, and 27 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 18, 1988, 53 F.R. 
47491, set out as a note under section 5195 of Title 42, 
The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 304. Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

There is in the Department a Deputy Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, who is appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. The Deputy Secretary shall 
perform such functions as the Secretary shall 
prescribe. Unless the President designates an-
other officer of the Government, the Deputy 
Secretary shall be Acting Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs during the absence or disability of the 
Secretary or in the event of a vacancy in the of-
fice of Secretary. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 379.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 210(d) of this title and in section 3(a) 
of Pub. L. 100–527, known as the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Act, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–83, 
§§ 2(a), 3(3).

Executive Documents 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession during any period when both 
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs are 
unable to perform functions and duties of office of Sec-
retary, see Ex. Ord. No. 13247, Dec. 18, 2001, 66 F.R. 66271, 
listed in a table under section 3345 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

§ 305. Under Secretary for Health 

(a)(1) There is in the Department an Under 
Secretary for Health, who is appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

(2) The Under Secretary for Health shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affiliation or 
activity and solely—

(A) on the basis of demonstrated ability in 
the medical profession, in health-care admin-
istration and policy formulation, or in health-
care fiscal management; and 

(B) on the basis of substantial experience in 
connection with the programs of the Veterans 
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