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(b) ELIGIBILITY.—An individual is eligible to
participate in the program under this section if
the individual—

(1) has completed a doctoral degree in com-
puter science or electrical or computer engi-
neering at an accredited institution of higher
education during the five-year period pre-
ceding the date on which the individual is
hired;

(2) is an employee of the Department who
serves in a position related to information se-
curity (as determined by the Secretary); and

(3) owes any amount of principal or interest
under a loan, the proceeds of which were used
by or on behalf of that individual to pay costs
relating to a doctoral degree in computer
science or electrical or computer engineering
at an accredited institution of higher edu-
cation.

(c) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1) Subject to
paragraph (2), the amount of education debt re-
duction payments made to an individual under
this section may not exceed $82,500 over a total
of five years, of which not more than $16,500 of
such payments may be made in each year.

(2) The total amount payable to an individual
under this section for any year may not exceed
the amount of the principal and interest on
loans referred to in subsection (b)(3) that is paid
by the individual during such year.

(d) PAYMENTS.—(1) The Secretary shall make
education debt reduction payments under this
section on an annual basis.

(2) The Secretary shall make such a pay-
ment—

(A) on the last day of the one-year period be-
ginning on the date on which the individual is
accepted into the program established under
subsection (a); or

(B) in the case of an individual who received
a payment under this section for the preceding
fiscal year, on the last day of the one-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the indi-
vidual last received such a payment.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, education debt reduction payments under
this section shall not be considered as income or
resources in determining eligibility for, or the
amount of benefits under, any Federal or feder-
ally assisted program.

(e) PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary may make education debt reduction pay-
ments to an individual under this section for a
year only if the Secretary determines that the
individual maintained an acceptable level of
performance in the position or positions served
by the individual during the year.

(f) NOTIFICATION OF TERMS OF PROVISION OF
PAYMENTS.—The Secretary shall provide to an
individual who receives a payment under this
section notice in writing of the terms and condi-
tions that apply to such a payment.

(g) COVERED CoSsTs.—For purposes of sub-
section (b)(3), costs relating to a course of edu-
cation or training include—

(1) tuition expenses; and

(2) all other reasonable educational ex-
penses, including fees, books, and laboratory
expenses.
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(Added Pub. L. 109-461, title IX, §903(a)(1), Dec.
22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3462; amended Pub. L. 111-275,
title X, §1001(0), Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2897.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-275 substituted ‘‘para-
graph (3)”’ for ‘‘paragraph (2)”.

§7904. Preferences in awarding financial assist-
ance

In awarding financial assistance under this
chapter, the Secretary shall give a preference to
qualified individuals who are otherwise eligible
to receive the financial assistance in the fol-
lowing order of priority:

(1) Veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities.

(2) Veterans.

(3) Persons described in section 4215(a)(1)(B)
of this title.

(4) Individuals who received or are pursuing
degrees at institutions designated by the Na-
tional Security Agency as Centers of Aca-
demic Excellence in Cyber Education.

(5) Citizens of the United States.

(Added Pub. L. 109-461, title IX, §903(a)(1), Dec.
22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3463; amended Pub. L. 115-91,
div. A, title XVI, §1649(d)(4), Dec. 12, 2017, 131
Stat. 1753.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2017—Par. (4). Pub. L. 115-91 substituted ‘‘Cyber” for
“Information Assurance’.

§7905. Requirement of honorable discharge for
veterans receiving assistance

No veteran shall receive financial assistance
under this chapter unless the veteran was dis-
charged from the Armed Forces under honorable
conditions.

(Added Pub. L. 109-461, title IX, §903(a)(1), Dec.
22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3464.)

§7906. Regulations

The Secretary shall prescribe regulations for
the administration of this chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 109-461, title IX, §903(a)(1), Dec.
22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3464.)

§7907. Termination

The authority of the Secretary to make a pay-
ment under this chapter shall terminate on July
31, 2017.

(Added Pub. L. 109-461, title IX, §903(a)(1), Dec.
22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3464.)
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