
Page 52TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS§ 551

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

550(a) ......... 40:484(k)(1)(D). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(k), 63 Stat. 387; 
July 12, 1952, ch. 703, § 1(j), 
66 Stat. 593; June 3, 1955, 
ch. 130, § 6(a), (c), 69 Stat. 
84, 85; July 3, 1956, ch. 513, 
§ 2, 70 Stat. 494; Pub. L. 
91–485, § 2, Oct. 22, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1084; Pub. L. 92–362, 
§ 1, Aug. 4, 1972, 86 Stat. 
503; Pub. L. 94–519, § 1(2), 
Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2453; 
Pub. L. 103–82, title II, 
§ 202(f), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 
Stat. 888; Pub. L. 105–50, 
§ 2, Oct. 6, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1167. 

550(b) ......... 40:484(k)(4). 
550(c) ......... 40:484(k)(1) (matter 

before (A) related 
to education), (A), 
(C) (related to 
education). 

550(d) ......... 40:484(k)(1) (matter 
before (A) related 
to public health), 
(B), (C) (related to 
public health). 

550(e) ......... 40:484(k)(2). 
550(f) .......... 40:484(k)(6). 
550(g) ......... 40:484(k)(5). 
550(h) ......... 40:484(k)(3). 

In subsections (b)(2), (c), and (d), the words ‘‘Sec-

retary of Education’’ and ‘‘Secretary of Health and 

Human Services’’ are substituted for ‘‘Secretary of 

Health, Education, and Welfare’’, as appropriate, be-

cause of sections 301(a)(2)(P) and (b), 507, and 509(b) of 

the Department of Education Organization Act 

(20:3441(a)(2)(P) and (b), 3507, and 3508(b)). 

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘the Surplus Property 

Act of 1944, as amended’’, and the text of 40:484(k)(4)(D), 

are omitted because the relevant provisions of the Sur-

plus Property Act of 1944 (50 App.:1611 et seq.) have been 

repealed. 

In subsection (e), the definition of ‘‘States’’ is omit-

ted as unnecessary because of 40:484(k)(1)(D), restated 

in subsection (a). 

In subsection (e)(4), the words ‘‘this subsection’’ are 

used to reflect the probable intent of Congress. In 

40:484(k)(2)(C), the words ‘‘this subsection’’ should prob-

ably be ‘‘this paragraph’’, meaning 40:484(k)(2). In the 

revised section, the reference to 40:484(k)(2) is trans-

lated as ‘‘this subsection’’ to reflect the restatement of 

40:484(k)(2) as subsection (e) of the revised section. 

In subsection (h), the definition of ‘‘States’’, is omit-

ted as unnecessary because of 40:484(k)(1)(D), restated 

in subsection (a). 

In subsection (h)(1)(B), the words ‘‘National Park 

System Advisory Board’’ are substituted for ‘‘Advisory 

Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and 

Monuments’’ because of the amendment of 16:463 by 

section 9 of the Act of August 18, 1970 (Public Law 

91–383), as added by section 2 of the Act of October 7, 

1976 (Public Law 94–458, 90 Stat. 1940). 

In subsection (h)(2)(A), the words ‘‘this subsection’’ 

are used to reflect the probable intent of Congress. In 

40:484(k)(3)(A), the words ‘‘this subsection’’ should prob-

ably be ‘‘this paragraph’’, meaning 40:484(k)(3). In the 

revised section, the reference to 40:484(k)(3) is trans-

lated as ‘‘this subsection’’ to reflect the restatement of 

40:484(k)(3) as subsection (h) of the revised section. The 

words ‘‘or the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as amend-

ed’’ are omitted because the relevant provisions of the 

Surplus Property Act of 1944 (50 App.:1611 et seq.) have 

been repealed. 

In subsection (h)(3), the words ‘‘this subsection’’ are 

used to reflect the probable intent of Congress. In 

40:484(k)(3)(B), the words ‘‘this subsection’’ should prob-

ably be ‘‘this paragraph’’, meaning 40:484(k)(3). In the 

revised section, the reference to 40:484(k)(3) is trans-

lated as ‘‘this subsection’’ to reflect the restatement of 

40:484(k)(3) as subsection (h) of the revised section.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National and Community Service Act of 1990, re-

ferred to in subsec.(g)(2), is Pub. L. 101–610, Nov. 16, 

1990, 104 Stat. 3127, as amended, which is classified prin-

cipally to chapter 129 (§ 12501 et seq.) of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 

under section 12501 of Title 42 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (h)(1)(B). Pub. L. 113–287, § 5(j)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 102303 of title 54’’ for ‘‘section 3 of the 

Act of August 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 463) (known as the His-

toric Sites, Buildings, and Antiquities Act)’’. 

§ 551. Donations to American Red Cross 

The Administrator of General Services, in the 

Administrator’s discretion and under regula-

tions that the Administrator may prescribe, 

may donate to the American National Red Cross 

for charitable purposes property that the Amer-

ican National Red Cross processed, produced, or 

donated and that has been determined to be sur-

plus property. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1099.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

551 ............. 40:484(l). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(l), as added Aug. 1, 
1955, ch. 442, 69 Stat. 430. 

§ 552. Abandoned or unclaimed property on Gov-
ernment premises 

(a) AUTHORITY TO TAKE PROPERTY.—The Ad-

ministrator of General Services may take pos-

session of abandoned or unclaimed property on 

premises owned or leased by the Federal Govern-

ment and determine when title to the property 

vests in the Government. The Administrator 

may use, transfer, or otherwise dispose of the 

property. 

(b) CLAIM FILED BY FORMER OWNER.—If a 

former owner files a proper claim within three 

years from the date that title to the property 

vests in the Government, the former owner shall 

be paid an amount—

(1) equal to the proceeds realized from the 

disposition of the property less costs incident 

to care and handling as determined by the Ad-

ministrator; or 

(2) if the property has been used or trans-

ferred, equal to the fair value of the property 

as of the time title vested in the Government 

less costs incident to care and handling as de-

termined by the Administrator. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1099; Pub. 

L. 109–284, § 6(3), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 1212.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

552 ............. 40:484(m). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(m), formerly 
§ 203(l), 63 Stat. 388; redes-
ignated § 203(m), Aug. 1, 
1955, ch. 442, 69 Stat. 430. 
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