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SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT OF AD-
MINISTRATION AND AWARDING OF 
GRANTS FOR PROGRAMS

PART A—ADMINISTRATION ON CHILDREN, YOUTH, 
AND FAMILIES 

§ 12311. Establishment of Administration on Chil-
dren, Youth, and Families 

(a) In general 

There is established within the Department of 
Health and Human Services an Administration 
on Children, Youth, and Families. 

(b) Commissioner 

(1) Establishment 

(A) In general 

The Administration on Children, Youth, 
and Families, as established under sub-
section (a), shall be headed by a Commis-
sioner on Children, Youth, and Families. 

(B) Omitted 

(2) Appointment 

The President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall appoint the Com-
missioner. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 915, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1263.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 915 of Pub. L. 101–501. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(B) of section 915 of Pub. L. 101–501 amend-
ed section 5316 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of 
Pub. L. 101–501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title. 

§ 12312. Functions of Commissioner 

(a) In general 

The Commissioner shall—
(1) serve as the effective and visible advocate 

for children, youth, and families within the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
and with other departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities of the Federal Government by 
maintaining active review and commenting re-
sponsibilities, as appropriate, concerning Fed-
eral policies affecting young individuals, and 
the families of young individuals; 

(2) collect and disseminate information re-
lated to the problems of young individuals and 
the families of such individuals; 

(3) assist the Secretary in appropriate mat-
ters pertaining to young individuals, and the 
families of such individuals; 

(4) administer the grants authorized under 
this subchapter; 

(5) develop plans and conduct research in the 
field of young individuals, and the families of 
such individuals; 

(6) assist, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, in the establishment and implementa-
tion of programs designed to meet the needs of 
young individuals for supportive services in-
cluding—

(A) health and mental health services; 

(B) housing and shelter assistance; 
(C) education and training services; 
(D) protective services; 
(E) foster care; 
(F) teen parenting support; 
(G) child care; 
(H) family support and preservation; 
(I) teen pregnancy prevention and coun-

seling; 
(J) counseling on the effects of violence in 

the communities of such individuals and 
their families; 

(K) recreational and volunteer opportuni-
ties; and 

(L) comprehensive early childhood devel-
opment;

(7) provide technical assistance and con-
sultation to States and the political subdivi-
sions of such States with respect to programs 
for young individuals; 

(8) prepare, publish, and disseminate edu-
cational materials concerning the welfare of 
young individuals; 

(9) gather statistics concerning young indi-
viduals, and the families of such individuals, 
that other Federal agencies are not collecting; 

(10) to the maximum extent practicable co-
ordinate activities carried out or assisted by 
all departments, agencies, and instrumental-
ities of the Federal Government with respect 
to the collection, preparation, and dissemina-
tion of information relevant to young individ-
uals and the families of such individuals; 

(11) stimulate more effective uses of existing 
resources and available services for young in-
dividuals and the families of such individuals; 

(12) develop basic policies and set priorities 
with respect to the development and operation 
of programs and activities conducted under 
this chapter; 

(13) convene conferences of authorities and 
officials of organizations, including Federal, 
State, and local agencies, and nonprofit pri-
vate organizations, of programs for children, 
youth and their families for the development 
and implementation of policies related to the 
priorities and purposes of this chapter, includ-
ing topics such as the establishment of a na-
tionwide network of comprehensive, coordi-
nated services and opportunities for such indi-
viduals; 

(14) conduct periodic evaluations of the pro-
grams and activities related to the purposes of 
this chapter; and 

(15) develop, in coordination with other 
agencies, methods to ensure adequate training 
for personnel concerning children, youth and 
families and to ensure the adequate dissemina-
tion of such information to appropriate State 
and community agencies. 

(b) Encouragement of volunteerism 

In executing the duties and functions of the 
Administration under this subchapter and in 
carrying out the programs and activities au-
thorized under this chapter, the Commissioner, 
in consultation with the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Corporation for National and Community 
Service, shall take necessary steps to coordinate 
with and seek the advice of voluntary agencies 
and organizations that provide services related 
to the purposes of this chapter. 
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