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sources, services, and other assistance pro-
vided to families of children with disabilities
pursuant to State policy that are designed
to—

(A) support families in the efforts of such
families to raise their children with disabil-
ities in the home;

(B) strengthen the role of the family as
primary caregiver for such children;

(C) prevent involuntary out-of-the-home
placement of such children and maintain
family unity; and

(D) reunite families with children with dis-
abilities who have been placed out of the
home, whenever possible.

(4) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Health and Human Services.
(5) State

The term ‘‘State’” means each of the 50
States of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the United States Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

(6) Systems change activities

The term ‘‘systems change activities”
means efforts that result in laws, regulations,

policies, practices, or organizational struc-
tures—
(A) that are family-centered and family-di-
rected;

(B) that facilitate and increase access to,
provision of, and funding for, family support
services for families of children with disabil-
ities; and

(C) that otherwise accomplish the purposes
of this subchapter.

(b) Special rule

References in this subchapter to a child with a
disability shall be considered to include ref-
erences to an individual who is not younger than
age 18 who—

(1) has a significant impairment described in
subsection (a)(1)(A); and

(2) is residing with and receiving assistance
from a family member.

(Pub. L. 106-402, title II, §203, Oct. 30, 2000, 114
Stat. 1729.)

§15093. Grants to States

(a) In general

The Secretary shall make grants to States on
a competitive basis, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this subchapter, to support systems
change activities designed to assist States to de-
velop and implement, or expand and enhance, a
statewide system of family support services for
families of children with disabilities that ac-
complishes the purposes of this subchapter.

(b) Award period and grant limitation

No grant shall be awarded under this section
for a period of more than 3 years. No State shall
be eligible for more than 1 grant under this sec-
tion.
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(c) Amount of grants
(1) Grants to States
(A) Federal matching share

From amounts appropriated under section
15101(a) of this title, the Secretary shall pay
to each State that has an application ap-
proved under section 15094 of this title, for
each year of the grant period, an amount
that is—

(i) equal to not more than 75 percent of
the cost of the systems change activities
to be carried out by the State; and

(i1) not less than $100,000 and not more
than $500,000.

(B) Non-Federal share

The non-Federal share of the cost of the
systems change activities may be in cash or
in kind, fairly evaluated, including plant,
equipment, or services.

(2) Calculation of amounts

The Secretary shall calculate a grant
amount described in paragraph (1) on the basis
of—

(A) the amounts available for making
grants under this section; and

(B) the child population of the State con-
cerned.

(d) Priority for previously participating States

For the second and third fiscal years for which
amounts are appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion, the Secretary, in providing payments
under this section, shall give priority to States
that received payments under this section dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year.

(e) Priorities for distribution

To the extent practicable, the Secretary shall
award grants to States under this section in a
manner that—

(1) is geographically equitable;

(2) distributes the grants among States that
have differing levels of development of state-
wide systems of family support services for
families of children with disabilities; and

(3) distributes the grants among States that
attempt to meet the needs of unserved and un-
derserved populations, such as individuals
from racial and ethnic minority backgrounds,
disadvantaged individuals, individuals with
limited English proficiency, and individuals
from underserved geographic areas (rural or
urban).

(Pub. L. 106402, title II, §204, Oct. 30, 2000, 114
Stat. 1730.)

§15094. Application

To be eligible to receive a grant under this
subchapter, a State shall submit an application
to the Secretary at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information and assurances
as the Secretary may require, including infor-
mation about the designation of a lead entity, a
description of available State resources, and as-
surances that systems change activities will be
family-centered and family-directed.

(Pub. L. 106402, title II, §205, Oct. 30, 2000, 114
Stat. 1731.)
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