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Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–320, § 301(a)(2)(B), added par. 
(2) and struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: 
‘‘maintain an Internet-based national adoption infor-
mation exchange system to bring together children 
who would benefit from adoption and qualified prospec-
tive adoptive parents who are seeking such children, 
and conduct national recruitment efforts in order to 
reach prospective parents for children awaiting adop-
tion; and’’. 

2003—Subsec. (a)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(A), 
added pars. (1) to (3) and struck out former pars. (1) to 
(3) which read as follows: 

‘‘(1) the number of children in substitute care in-
creased by nearly 61 percent between 1986 and 1994, as 
our Nation’s foster care population included more than 
452,000 as of June 1994; 

‘‘(2) increasingly children entering foster care have 
complex problems which require intensive services; 

‘‘(3) an increasing number of infants are born to 
mothers who did not receive prenatal care, are born ad-
dicted to alcohol and other drugs, and exposed to infec-
tion with the etiologic agent for the human immuno-
deficiency virus, are medically fragile, and technology 
dependent;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(A), (D), redesig-
nated par. (5) as (4) and struck out former par. (4) which 
read as follows: ‘‘the welfare of thousands of children in 
institutions and foster homes and disabled infants with 
life-threatening conditions may be in serious jeopardy 
and some such children are in need of placement in per-
manent, adoptive homes;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(D), redesignated 
par. (7) as (5). Former par. (5) redesignated (4). 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(B), (D), redesig-
nated par. (8) as (6) and struck out former par. (6) which 
read as follows: ‘‘the majority of such children are of 
school age, members of sibling groups or disabled;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(D), redesignated 
par. (9) as (7). Former par. (7) redesignated (5). 

Subsec. (a)(7)(A). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(C), added sub-
par. (A) and struck out former subpar. (A) which read 
as follows: ‘‘currently, 40,000 children are free for adop-
tion and awaiting placement;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(8) to (10). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(1)(D), redes-
ignated pars. (8) to (10) as (6) to (8), respectively. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(2)(A), inserted 
‘‘, including geographic barriers,’’ after ‘‘barriers’’ in 
introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 108–36, § 201(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘an Internet-based national’’ for ‘‘a national’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–235, § 211(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘61 percent between 1986 and 1994’’ for ‘‘50 per-
cent between 1985 and 1990’’ and ‘‘452,000 as of June 
1994’’ for ‘‘400,000 children at the end of June, 1990’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 104–235, § 211(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘legal’’ for ‘‘local’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 104–235, § 211(1)(C), amended 
par. (7) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (7) read as 
follows: ‘‘currently one-half of children free for adop-
tion and awaiting placement are minorities;’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–235, § 211(2), substituted ‘‘con-
ditions, by providing a mechanism to—’’ for ‘‘condi-
tions, by—

‘‘(1) promoting model adoption legislation and pro-
cedures in the States and territories of the United 
States in order to eliminate jurisdictional and legal 
obstacles to adoption; and 

‘‘(2) providing a mechanism for the Department of 
Health and Human Services to—’’, 

redesignated subpars. (A) to (C) of former par. (2) as 
pars. (1) to (3), respectively, and realigned margins. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–295 amended section generally, des-
ignating existing provisions as subsecs. (a) and (b), in-
serting findings relating to the number of children in 
substitute care, foster care children with complex prob-
lems which require intensive services, infants born 
without prenatal care, addicted to alcohol or other 
drugs, or exposed to infection with the etiologic agent 
for human immunodeficiency virus, and percentage of 
children awaiting adoption who are minorities, insert-

ing as purposes of this subchapter to provide a mecha-
nism to recruit prospective parents for children await-
ing adoption and to demonstrate expeditious ways to 
free children for adoption, and striking out as a pur-
pose to provide a mechanism to coordinate with Fed-
eral departments and agencies to provide national 
adoption and foster care information data-gathering 
and analysis system. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–457, § 201(a), (b)(1), in provisions be-
fore par. (1), inserted ‘‘the welfare of thousands of chil-
dren in institutions and foster homes and disabled in-
fants with life-threatening conditions may be in serious 
jeopardy and that some such children are in need of 
placement in permanent, adoptive homes, that’’ and 
substituted ‘‘should not have medically indicated 
treatment withheld from them, nor be maintained in 
foster care’’ for ‘‘should not be maintained in foster 
care’’ and ‘‘children with special needs, including dis-
abled infants with life-threatening conditions, by’’ for 
‘‘children with special needs by’’. 

Par. (2). Pub. L. 98–457, § 201(b)(2), amended par. (2) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows: 
‘‘providing a mechanism for the Department of Health 
and Human Services to (A) promote quality standards 
for adoption services (including pre-placement, post-
placement, and post-adoption counseling and standards 
to protect the rights of children in need of adoption), 
and (B) provide for a national adoption and foster care 
information data gathering and analysis system and a 
national adoption information exchange system to 
bring together children who would benefit by adoption 
and qualified prospective adoptive parents who are 
seeking such children.’’

STUDY OF INTERJURISDICTIONAL ADOPTION ISSUES 

Pub. L. 105–89, title II, § 202(c), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 
2126, provided that the Comptroller General of the 
United States would study and consider improvement 
of procedures and policies to facilitate the timely and 
permanent adoptions of children across State and coun-
ty jurisdictions, examine various interjurisdictional 
adoption issues, and report the results of the study and 
improvement recommendation no later than 1 year 
after Nov. 19, 1997. 

§ 5112. Repealed. Pub. L. 102–295, title IV, § 402, 
May 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 213

Section, Pub. L. 95–266, title II, § 202, Apr. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 208; Pub. L. 98–457, title II, § 202, Oct. 9, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1756, related to model adoption legislation and 
procedures. 

§ 5113. Information and services 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall establish in the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services an appro-
priate administrative arrangement to provide a 
centralized focus for planning and coordinating 
of all departmental activities affecting adoption 
and foster care and for carrying out the provi-
sions of this subchapter. The Secretary shall 
make available such consultant services, on-site 
technical assistance and personnel, together 
with appropriate administrative expenses, in-
cluding salaries and travel costs, as are nec-
essary for carrying out such purposes, including 
services to facilitate the adoption of older chil-
dren, minority children, and children with spe-
cial needs, particularly infants and toddlers 
with disabilities who have life-threatening con-
ditions, and services to families considering 
adoption of children with special needs. 

(b) Required activities 

In connection with carrying out the provisions 
of this subchapter, the Secretary shall—
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