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1 So in original. See 2008 Amendment note below. 

§ 5177a. Emergency grants to assist low-income 
migrant and seasonal farmworkers 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Agriculture may make 
grants to public agencies or private organiza-
tions with tax exempt status under section 
501(c)(3) of title 26, that have experience in pro-
viding emergency services to low-income mi-
grant and seasonal farmworkers where the Sec-
retary determines that a local, State or national 
emergency or disaster has caused low-income 
migrant or seasonal farmworkers to lose in-
come, to be unable to work, or to stay home or 
return home in anticipation of work shortages. 
Emergency services to be provided with assist-
ance received under this section may include 
such types of assistance as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture determines to be necessary and appro-
priate. 

(b) ‘‘Low-income migrant or seasonal farm-
worker’’ defined 

For the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘low-income migrant or seasonal farmworker’’ 
means an individual—

(1) who has, during any consecutive 12 
month period within the preceding 24 month 
period, performed farm work for wages; 

(2) who has received not less than one-half of 
such individual’s total income, or been em-
ployed at least one-half of total work time in 
farm work; and 

(3) whose annual family income within the 
12 month period referred to in paragraph (1) 
does not exceed the higher of the poverty level 
or 70 percent of the lower living standard in-
come level. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 101–624, title XXII, § 2281, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 3978; Pub. L. 107–171, title X, § 10102, 
May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 488.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, and not as part of 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–171 struck out ‘‘, not to 
exceed $20,000,000 annually,’’ after ‘‘Secretary of Agri-
culture may make grants’’. 

§ 5178. Repealed. Pub. L. 106–390, title II, § 206(c), 
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1571

Section, Pub. L. 93–288, title IV, § 411, as added Pub. 
L. 100–707, title I, § 106(g), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4704, re-
lated to individual and family grant programs. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective 18 months after Oct. 30, 2000, see sec-
tion 206(d) of Pub. L. 106–390, set out as an Effective 
Date of 2000 Amendment note under section 5174 of this 
title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 5178, Pub. L. 93–288, title IV, § 408, May 
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 156, related to individual and family 

grant programs, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 100–707, 
§ 106(g). 

A prior section 411 of Pub. L. 93–288 was renumbered 
section 414 by Pub. L. 100–707 and is classified to section 
5181 of this title. 

§ 5179. Benefits and distribution 

(a) Persons eligible; terms and conditions 

Whenever the President determines that, as a 
result of a major disaster, low-income house-
holds are unable to purchase adequate amounts 
of nutritious food, he is authorized, under such 
terms and conditions as he may prescribe, to 
distribute through the Secretary of Agriculture 
or other appropriate agencies benefit allotments 
to such households pursuant to the provisions of 
the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 of 1964 1 (P.L. 
91–671; 84 Stat. 2048) [7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.] and to 
make surplus commodities available pursuant to 
the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Duration of assistance; factors considered 

The President, through the Secretary of Agri-
culture or other appropriate agencies, is author-
ized to continue to make such benefit allot-
ments and surplus commodities available to 
such households for so long as he determines 
necessary, taking into consideration such fac-
tors as he deems appropriate, including the con-
sequences of the major disaster on the earning 
power of the households, to which assistance is 
made available under this section. 

(c) Food and Nutrition Act provisions unaffected 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
amending or otherwise changing the provisions 
of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 of 1964 1 [7 
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.] except as they relate to the 
availability of supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program benefits in an area affected by a 
major disaster. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title IV, § 412, formerly § 409, May 
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 157; renumbered § 412, Pub. L. 
100–707, title I, § 106(h), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4705; Pub. L. 110–234, title IV, §§ 4002(b)(1)(C), (E), 
(2)(DD), 4115(c)(1)(A)(ii), (iv), (B)(v), May 22, 2008, 
122 Stat. 1096, 1097, 1109; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), 
title IV, §§ 4002(b)(1)(C), (E), (2)(DD), 
4115(c)(1)(A)(ii), (iv), (B)(v), June 18, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1664, 1857, 1859, 1870, 1871.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, referred to in 
subsecs. (a) and (c), is Pub. L. 88–525, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 
Stat. 703, which is classified generally to chapter 51 
(§ 2011 et seq.) of Title 7, Agriculture. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 2011 of Title 7 and Tables. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–288, May 22, 
1974, 88 Stat. 143. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 5121 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 
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