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Section 256a of this title, referred to in subsec. (e), 
was repealed by Pub. L. 104–299, § 4(a)(3), Oct. 11, 1996, 
110 Stat. 3645. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–163 substituted ‘‘254b’’ 
for ‘‘254c, 254b(h)’’ before ‘‘, 256a’’. 

2002—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–251 substituted ‘‘254b(h)’’ 
for ‘‘256’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–43 made technical amendment to di-
rectory language of Pub. L. 102–531, § 304, which enacted 
this section. 

Subsec. (o)(2). Pub. L. 103–183, § 402(a), substituted 
‘‘subsection (q)’’ for ‘‘subsection (s)’’. 

Subsec. (q). Pub. L. 103–183, § 402(b)(1), substituted 
‘‘through 1998’’ for ‘‘and 1995’’. 

Subsec. (r)(2). Pub. L. 103–183, § 402(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘1998’’ for ‘‘1995’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate 
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20, 
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–163 deemed to have taken 
effect immediately after the enactment of Pub. L. 
107–251, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108–163, set out as a note 
under section 233 of this title. 

§ 247c–2. Data collection regarding programs 
under subchapter XXIV 

For the purpose of collecting and providing 
data for program planning and evaluation ac-
tivities under subchapter XXIV, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary 
(acting through the Director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention) such sums as 
may be necessary for each of the fiscal years 
2001 through 2005. Such authorization of appro-
priations is in addition to other authorizations 
of appropriations that are available for such 
purpose. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 318B, as added 
Pub. L. 106–345, title IV, § 412, Oct. 20, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1350.) 

§ 247d. Public health emergencies 

(a) Emergencies 

If the Secretary determines, after consulta-
tion with such public health officials as may be 
necessary, that—

(1) a disease or disorder presents a public 
health emergency; or 

(2) a public health emergency, including sig-
nificant outbreaks of infectious diseases or 
bioterrorist attacks, otherwise exists,

the Secretary may take such action as may be 
appropriate to respond to the public health 
emergency, including making grants, providing 

awards for expenses, and entering into contracts 
and conducting and supporting investigations 
into the cause, treatment, or prevention of a 
disease or disorder as described in paragraphs (1) 
and (2). Any such determination of a public 
health emergency terminates upon the Sec-
retary declaring that the emergency no longer 
exists, or upon the expiration of the 90-day pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the deter-
mination is made by the Secretary, whichever 
occurs first. Determinations that terminate 
under the preceding sentence may be renewed by 
the Secretary (on the basis of the same or addi-
tional facts), and the preceding sentence applies 
to each such renewal. Not later than 48 hours 
after making a determination under this sub-
section of a public health emergency (including 
a renewal), the Secretary shall submit to the 
Congress written notification of the determina-
tion. 

(b) Public Health Emergency Fund 

(1) In general 

There is established in the Treasury a fund 
to be designated as the ‘‘Public Health Emer-
gency Fund’’ to be made available to the Sec-
retary without fiscal year limitation to carry 
out subsection (a) only if a public health emer-
gency has been declared by the Secretary 
under such subsection or if the Secretary de-
termines there is the significant potential for 
a public health emergency, to allow the Sec-
retary to rapidly respond to the immediate 
needs resulting from such public health emer-
gency or potential public health emergency. 
The Secretary shall plan for the expedited dis-
tribution of funds to appropriate agencies and 
entities. There is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Fund such sums as may be nec-
essary. 

(2) Uses 

The Secretary may use amounts in the Fund 
established under paragraph (1), to—

(A) facilitate coordination between and 
among Federal, State, local, Tribal, and ter-
ritorial entities and public and private 
health care entities that the Secretary de-
termines may be affected by a public health 
emergency or potential public health emer-
gency referred to in paragraph (1) (including 
communication of such entities with rel-
evant international entities, as applicable); 

(B) make grants, provide for awards, enter 
into contracts, and conduct supportive in-
vestigations pertaining to a public health 
emergency or potential public health emer-
gency, including further supporting pro-
grams under section 247d–3a, 247d–3b, or 
247d–3c of this title; 

(C) facilitate and accelerate, as applicable, 
advanced research and development of secu-
rity countermeasures (as defined in section 
247d–6b of this title), qualified counter-
measures (as defined in section 247d–6a of 
this title), or qualified pandemic or epidemic 
products (as defined in section 247d–6d of this 
title), that are applicable to the public 
health emergency or potential public health 
emergency under paragraph (1); 

(D) strengthen biosurveillance capabilities 
and laboratory capacity to identify, collect, 
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