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§ 432. Processing of tax data 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall make 
available information returns filed pursuant to 
part III of subchapter A of chapter 61 of subtitle 
F of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, to the 
Commissioner of Social Security for the pur-
poses of this subchapter and subchapter XI. The 
Commissioner of Social Security and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury are authorized to enter 
into an agreement for the processing by the 
Commissioner of Social Security of information 
contained in returns filed pursuant to part III of 
subchapter A of chapter 61 of subtitle F of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of section 6103(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall make available to the Commis-
sioner of Social Security such documents as 
may be agreed upon as being necessary for pur-
poses of such processing. For purposes of car-
rying out the return processing program de-
scribed in the preceding sentence, the Commis-
sioner of Social Security shall request, not less 
than annually, such information described in 
section 7529(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 as may be necessary to ensure the accu-
racy of the records maintained by the Commis-
sioner of Social Security related to the amounts 
of wages paid to, and the amounts of self-em-
ployment income derived by, individuals. The 
Commissioner of Social Security shall process 
any withholding tax statements or other docu-
ments made available to the Commissioner by 
the Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to this 
section. Any agreement made pursuant to this 
section shall remain in full force and effect until 
modified or otherwise changed by mutual agree-
ment of the Commissioner of Social Security 
and the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title II, § 232, as added Pub. 
L. 94–202, § 8(b), Jan. 2, 1976, 89 Stat. 1137; amend-
ed Pub. L. 103–296, title I, § 107(a)(4), title III, 
§ 321(c)(6)(L), Aug. 15, 1994, 108 Stat. 1478, 1538; 
Pub. L. 116–25, title II, § 2007(b)(2), July 1, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1006.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in text, 
is classified generally to Title 26, Internal Revenue 
Code. Part III of subchapter A of chapter 61 of subtitle 
F of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is classified to 
section 6031 et seq. of Title 26. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Pub. L. 116–25 inserted ‘‘For purposes of car-
rying out the return processing program described in 
the preceding sentence, the Commissioner of Social Se-
curity shall request, not less than annually, such infor-
mation described in section 7529(b)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 as may be necessary to ensure the 
accuracy of the records maintained by the Commis-
sioner of Social Security related to the amounts of 
wages paid to, and the amounts of self-employment in-
come derived by, individuals.’’ after ‘‘such processing.’’

1994—Pub. L. 103–296, § 321(c)(6)(L), substituted ‘‘1986’’ 
for ‘‘1954’’ after ‘‘Code of’’ wherever appearing. 

Pub. L. 103–296, § 107(a)(4), substituted ‘‘Commissioner 
of Social Security’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appear-
ing, except where appearing before ‘‘of the Treasury’’ 
and substituted ‘‘available to the Commissioner’’ for 
‘‘available to him’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2019 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 116–25 applicable to deter-
minations made after the date that is 6 months after 
July 1, 2019, see section 2007(d) of Pub. L. 116–25, set out 
as a note under section 7529 of Title 26, Internal Rev-
enue Code. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 107(a)(4) of Pub. L. 103–296 ef-
fective Mar. 31, 1995, see section 110(a) of Pub. L. 
103–296, set out as a note under section 401 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 94–202, § 8(c), Jan. 2, 1976, 89 Stat. 1137, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Section 232 of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 432], as added by subsection (b) of this section, 
shall be effective with respect to statements reporting 
income received after 1977.’’

§ 433. International agreements 

(a) Purpose of agreement 

The President is authorized (subject to the 
succeeding provisions of this section) to enter 
into agreements establishing totalization ar-
rangements between the social security system 
established by this subchapter and the social se-
curity system of any foreign country, for the 
purposes of establishing entitlement to and the 
amount of old-age, survivors, disability, or de-
rivative benefits based on a combination of an 
individual’s periods of coverage under the social 
security system established by this subchapter 
and the social security system of such foreign 
country. 

(b) Definitions 

For the purposes of this section—
(1) the term ‘‘social security system’’ means, 

with respect to a foreign country, a social in-
surance or pension system which is of general 
application in the country and under which 
periodic benefits, or the actuarial equivalent 
thereof, are paid on account of old age, death, 
or disability; and 

(2) the term ‘‘period of coverage’’ means a 
period of payment of contributions or a period 
of earnings based on wages for employment or 
on self-employment income, or any similar pe-
riod recognized as equivalent thereto under 
this subchapter or under the social security 
system of a country which is a party to an 
agreement entered into under this section. 

(c) Crediting periods of coverage; conditions of 
payment of benefits 

(1) Any agreement establishing a totalization 
arrangement pursuant to this section shall pro-
vide—

(A) that in the case of an individual who has 
at least 6 quarters of coverage as defined in 
section 413 of this title and periods of coverage 
under the social security system of a foreign 
country which is a party to such agreement, 
periods of coverage of such individual under 
such social security system of such foreign 
country may be combined with periods of cov-
erage under this subchapter and otherwise 
considered for the purposes of establishing en-
titlement to and the amount of old-age, sur-
vivors, and disability insurance benefits under 
this subchapter; 

(B)(i) that employment or self-employment, 
or any service which is recognized as equiva-
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