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§ 5801. Congressional declaration of policy and 
purpose 

(a) Development and utilization of energy 
sources 

The Congress hereby declares that the general 
welfare and the common defense and security re-
quire effective action to develop, and increase 
the efficiency and reliability of use of, all en-
ergy sources to meet the needs of present and 
future generations, to increase the productivity 
of the national economy and strengthen its posi-

tion in regard to international trade, to make 
the Nation self-sufficient in energy, to advance 
the goals of restoring, protecting, and enhancing 
environmental quality, and to assure public 
health and safety. 

(b) Necessity of establishing Energy Research 
and Development Administration 

The Congress finds that, to best achieve these 
objectives, improve Government operations, and 
assure the coordinated and effective develop-
ment of all energy sources, it is necessary to es-
tablish an Energy Research and Development 
Administration to bring together and direct 
Federal activities relating to research and de-
velopment on the various sources of energy, to 
increase the efficiency and reliability in the use 
of energy, and to carry out the performance of 
other functions, including but not limited to the 
Atomic Energy Commission’s military and pro-
duction activities and its general basic research 
activities. In establishing an Energy Research 
and Development Administration to achieve 
these objectives, the Congress intends that all 
possible sources of energy be developed con-
sistent with warranted priorities. 

(c) Separation of licensing and regulatory func-
tions of Atomic Energy Commission 

The Congress finds that it is in the public in-
terest that the licensing and related regulatory 
functions of the Atomic Energy Commission be 
separated from the performance of the other 
functions of the Commission, and that this sepa-
ration be effected in an orderly manner, pursu-
ant to this chapter, assuring adequacy of tech-
nical and other resources necessary for the per-
formance of each. 

(d) Small business participation 

The Congress declares that it is in the public 
interest and the policy of Congress that small 
business concerns be given a reasonable oppor-
tunity to participate, insofar as is possible, fair-
ly and equitably in grants, contracts, purchases, 
and other Federal activities relating to re-
search, development, and demonstration of 
sources of energy efficiency, and utilization and 
conservation of energy. In carrying out this pol-
icy, to the extent practicable, the Administrator 
shall consult with the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. 

(e) Priorities 

Determination of priorities which are war-
ranted should be based on such considerations as 
power-related values of an energy source, preser-
vation of material resources, reduction of pol-
lutants, export market potential (including re-
duction of imports), among others. On such a 
basis, energy sources warranting priority might 
include, but not be limited to, the various meth-
ods of utilizing solar energy. 

(Pub. L. 93–438, § 2, Oct. 11, 1974, 88 Stat. 1233.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (c), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–438, Oct. 11, 
1974, 88 Stat. 1233, as amended, which enacted this chap-
ter, amended sections 5313 to 5316 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, repealed sections 
2031 and 2032 of this title, and enacted provisions set 
out as notes below. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note below and Tables. 
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