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veys or retracements of the surveys of public 
lands as, after full investigation, he may deem 
essential to properly mark the boundaries of the 
public lands remaining undisposed of: Provided, 
That no such resurvey or retracement shall be 
so executed as to impair the bona fide rights or 
claims of any claimant, entryman, or owner of 
lands affected by such resurvey or retracement. 

(Mar. 3, 1909, ch. 271, 35 Stat. 845; June 25, 1910, 
No. 40, 36 Stat. 884; Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, 
§ 705(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–579 struck out proviso authorizing 
that not more than 20 per centum of relevant appro-
priations be used for resurveys and retracements under 
this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 705(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2792, provided that the amendment made by section 
705(a) is effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as 
terminating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., exist-
ing on Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set 
out as a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 773. Resurveys or retracements of township 
lines, etc. 

Upon the application of the owners of three-
fourths of the privately owned lands in any 
township covered by public-land surveys, more 
than 50 per centum of the area of which town-
ships is privately owned, accompanied by a de-
posit with the Secretary of the Interior, or such 
officer as he may designate, of the proportionate 
estimated cost, inclusive of the necessary work, 
of the resurvey or retracement of all the pri-
vately owned lands in said township, the Sec-
retary, or such officer as he may designate, shall 
be authorized in his discretion to cause to be 
made a resurvey or retracement of the lines of 
said township and to set permanent corners and 
monuments in accordance with the laws and 
regulations governing surveys and resurveys of 
public lands. The sum so deposited shall be held 
by the Secretary of the Interior or such officer 
as he may designate, and may be expended in 
payment of the cost of such survey, including 
field and office work, and any excess over the 
cost of such survey and the expenses incident 
thereto shall be repaid pro rata to the persons 
making said deposits or their legal representa-
tives. The proportionate cost of the field and of-
fice work for the resurvey or retracement of any 
public lands in such township shall be paid from 
the current appropriation for the survey and re-
survey of public lands, in addition to the portion 
of such appropriation otherwise allowed by law 
for resurveys and retracements. Similar resur-
veys and retracements may be made on the ap-
plication, accompanied by the requisite deposit, 
of any court of competent jurisdiction, the re-
turns of such resurvey or retracement to be sub-
mitted to the court. The Secretary of the Inte-

rior is authorized to make all necessary rules 
and regulations to carry this section into full 
force and effect. 

(Sept. 21, 1918, ch. 175, 40 Stat. 965; Mar. 3, 1925, 
ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, 
eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

ABOLITION OF OFFICE OF SURVEYOR GENERAL AND 
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Act Mar. 3, 1925, abolished office of surveyor general 
and transferred administration of all activities in 
charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service 
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’’ changed to the ‘‘Secretary 
of the Interior, or such officer as he may designate,’’; 
‘‘Commissioner of the General Land Office subject to 
the supervisory authority of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior,’’ changed to ‘‘Secretary, or such officer as he may 
designate,’’; and reference to ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys or 
commissioner’’ changed to ‘‘Secretary of the Interior 
or such officer as he may designate,’’, all on authority 
of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set 
out under section 1 of this title. 

§ 774. Protection of surveyor by marshal 

Whenever the President is satisfied that forc-
ible opposition has been offered, or is likely to 
be offered, to any surveyor or deputy surveyor 
in the discharge of his duties in surveying the 
public lands, it may be lawful for the President 
to order the marshal of the State or district, by 
himself or deputy, to attend such surveyor or 
deputy surveyor with sufficient force to protect 
such officer in the execution of his duty, and to 
remove force should any be offered. 

(R.S. § 2413.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2413 derived from act May 29, 1830, ch. 163, § 2, 
4 Stat. 417. 

§ 775. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 13, 1960, Pub. L. 86–455, title I, 74 
Stat. 106, related to contributions for costs of manage-
ment of lands and for surveying federally controlled 
lands, was from the Department of the Interior and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriation Act, 1961, and was not re-
peated in subsequent appropriation acts. Similar provi-
sions were contained in the following prior appropria-
tion acts: 

June 23, 1959, Pub. L. 86–60, title I, 72 Stat. 93. 
June 4, 1958, Pub. L. 85–439, title I, 72 Stat. 156. 
July 1, 1957, Pub. L. 85–77, title I, 71 Stat. 258. 
June 13, 1956, ch. 380, title I, 70 Stat. 258. 
June 16, 1955, ch. 147, title I, 69 Stat. 142. 
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July 1, 1954, ch. 446, title I, 68 Stat. 362. 
July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title I, 67 Stat. 263. 
July 9, 1952, ch. 597, title I, 66 Stat. 447.

CHAPTER 19—BOUNTY LANDS

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

REPEALS; RIGHTS SAVED; AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE 
AND CANCEL UNSATISFIED WARRANTS; PROCEDURE; 
LIMITATIONS; RIGHTS OF TRANSFEREES; FUNDS FOR 
PAYMENTS 

Pub. L. 87–558, July 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 246, provided: 
‘‘That sections 457, 473, and 2414–2446, inclusive, of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended [sections 782, 785, 791 to 
808, and 821 to 835 of this title], and the Act of Decem-
ber 13, 1894 (28 Stat. 594) [section 783 of this title], are 
hereby repealed. Repeal of said laws shall not affect the 
rights of holders of warrants described in section 2 of 
this Act, until such rights are extinguished in accord-
ance with said section, to have their warrants receiv-
able in payment or part payment for lands under the 
Act of December 13, 1894, supra, to assign their war-
rants pursuant to sections 2414 and 2444 of the Revised 
Statutes, and to secure a new warrant in lieu of a war-
rant lost or destroyed pursuant to section 2441 of the 
Revised Statutes. 

‘‘SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Interior is hereby au-
thorized and directed to purchase at the rate of $1.25 
per acre from the holders thereof and to cancel all valid 
unsatisfied military bounty land warrants which were 
issued pursuant to the laws repealed by section 1 of this 
Act and which are recorded with the Secretary pursu-
ant to, and under the terms and conditions of, the Act 
of August 5, 1955 (69 Stat. 534) [set out as a note to sec-
tion 274 of this title], and the regulations issued there-
under. The Secretary will send his offer to purchase by 
registered mail to the post office address of the holder 
of record with the Secretary as of the time the offer is 
made and will require the holder to surrender the war-
rant as a condition of payment therefor. If the holder 
of a warrant, within one year from and after receipt of 
an offer to purchase from the Secretary, shall fail to 
surrender his warrant and accept payment therefor as 
provided for in this section, the warrant shall not 
thereafter be accepted by the Secretary of the Interior 
for further recordation under the Act of 1955, supra, or 
as a basis for the acquisition of lands, or for payment 
under this section: Provided, That if within the one 
year after receipt of an offer to purchase, the warrant 
is transferred the transferee shall have the remainder 
of the one-year period or a period of six months, which-
ever is the longer, within which to surrender his war-
rant and accept payment. 

‘‘SEC. 3. Payments under section 2 of this Act shall be 
made out of any appropriated funds available to the 
Secretary of the Interior for expenditure by him.’’

§ 781. Repealed. June 29, 1936, ch. 867, title III, 
§ 303, 49 Stat. 2033

Section, R.S. § 4744; acts July 25, 1882, ch. 349, § 2, 22 
Stat. 175; July 3, 1930, ch. 863, § 2, 46 Stat. 1016, related 
to investigation of frauds in connection with bounty-
land claims. 

§§ 782, 783. Repealed. Pub. L. 87–558, § 1, July 27, 
1962, 76 Stat. 246

Section 782, R.S. § 2442; act July 3, 1930, ch. 863, § 2, 46 
Stat. 1016, required Secretary of the Interior to pre-
scribe regulations to carry the provisions of section 829 
of this title into effect. 

Section 783, act Dec. 13, 1894, ch. 3, 28 Stat. 594, re-
lated to bounty warrants and indemnity certificate re-
ceivable in payment for lands. 

§ 784. Repealed. Pub. L. 85–56, title XXII, 
§ 2202(1), June 17, 1957, 71 Stat. 162

Section, R.S. § 471; act July 3, 1930, ch. 863, § 2, 46 Stat. 
1016, required Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to 

perform those duties in execution of bounty-land laws 
as the President prescribed.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal by Pub. L. 85–56 effective Jan. 1, 1958. 

§ 785. Repealed. Pub. L. 87–558, § 1, July 27, 1962, 
76 Stat. 246

Section, R.S. § 4748; act July 3, 1930, ch. 863, §§ 1, 2, 46 
Stat. 1016, related to appointment of a person to sign 
name of Administrator to warrants for bounty lands. 

§ 786. Repealed. Pub. L. 85–56, title XXII, 
§ 2202(1), June 17, 1957, 71 Stat. 162

Section, R.S. § 4748; act July 3, 1930, ch. 863, §§ 1, 2, 46 
Stat. 1016, related to furnishing of free instruction 
forms for persons filing claims for land bounty war-
rants.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal by Pub. L. 85–56 effective Jan. 1, 1958. 

§ 787. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 21, 62 
Stat. 862

Section, R.S. §§ 4746, 4766; acts July 7, 1898, ch. 578, 30 
Stat. 718; Aug. 17, 1912, ch. 301, § 1, 37 Stat. 312; July 3, 
1930, ch. 863, § 2, 46 Stat. 1016, related to false certifi-
cation of documents. See section 289 of Title 18, Crimes 
and Criminal Procedure.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal by act June 25, 1948, effective Sept. 1, 1948. 

§§ 791 to 808. Repealed. Pub. L. 87–558, § 1, July 
27, 1962, 76 Stat. 246

Section 791, R.S. § 2418, related to issuance of certifi-
cates or land bounty warrants or, at option of Treas-
ury, script for certain amounts for service in the War 
of 1812 or in any of Indian wars since 1790 and prior to 
Mar. 3, 1850, and in Mexican War. 

Section 792, R.S. § 2419, related to entry into service 
after commencement of Mexican War. 

Section 793, R.S. § 2420, related to militia, volunteers, 
and State troops in service between June 18, 1812, and 
Mar. 22, 1852. 

Section 794, R.S. § 2421, prohibited benefits under sec-
tions 791 to 793 of this title if the person received, or 
was entitled to receive, any military land bounty under 
any Act passed prior to Mar. 22, 1852. 

Section 795, R.S. § 2422, added any period of captivity 
to actual service in computing service, for purposes of 
sections 791 to 793 of this title. 

Section 796, R.S. § 2424, related to rights of widows of 
persons entitled to benefits. 

Section 797, R.S. § 2428, related to widows and chil-
dren of persons entitled to benefits under section 800 of 
this title. 

Section 798, R.S. § 2429, related to effect of subsequent 
marriage of widow. 

Section 799, R.S. § 2430, related to age of minors with-
in intent of section 797 of this title. 

Section 800, R.S. § 2425, related to equalization of 
bounties at 160 acres. 

Section 801, R.S. § 2426, enumerated classes of persons 
whose right was dependent on length of service. 

Section 802, R.S. § 2427, enumerated classes of persons 
whose right was independent of length of service. 

Section 803, R.S. § 2431; act July 3, 1930, ch. 863, § 2, 46 
Stat. 1016, related to parol proof of military service. 
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